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WKU cuts ribbon on new program for adults with autism
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Gary A. Ransdell speaks Thursday at the ribbon-cutting ceremony for LifeWorks at Western Kentucky University’s Juli
Ransdell Living and Learning Community. For additional photos, go to bgdailynews.com.
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MORE INFORMATION
Former Western Kentucky University President Gary Ransdell

and his wife, Julie, shared an earnest moment of gratitude
Thursday when they celebrated the opening of the new Julie
and Gary Ransdell Living and Learning Community at
LifeWorks — a WKU program for adults with autism.

Speaking at a ribbon-cutting event held on a crisp autumn day,
For young adults with autism, Ransdell at one point turned to address a camera, which was
LifeWorks at WKU offers recording the celebration for the donor who made the
community program possible: Bill Gatton. It was Gatton, Ransdell said,

https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/wku-cuts-ribbon-on-new-program-fo...Its-with-autism/article_64f0377c-1bc3-526d-b29f-11f099d2de35.html Page 1 of 3


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CF5kjBrhRYb7IA4Khj-8P6bO98AXEo-6EZcX0lqu8DaHb76OFHRABINyU9QFgyQagAYjrsNYDyAEBqAMByAPLBKoErgJP0I3tP0hX8nPl9Bj1VW5DlFqy8GCJiYmYPk4kwsW179eavo_RNEjSnpYf6qeZA5QgjK3VVgLoV6C6P-yTSPU8r-h67QL1pevuUZ9mglQWIbet9o0KYyePnyWk8dXwDB0EhtVNd_bCYfrQqU6km_zF06fHqyX6vyRyjZqCgZHATv1dUQYezqSyDHpOvgRHXBHkpaIrp3eBcgzX9qZJsOZmIqVU0UHUOfWhX1CzXOEPNMUqbzUAfO97Qj_aVj1RKx-JxhNsD6RgmbYMUVeapTvTKDCVBI0sTm4g6nETNUm4phou0U09vS3DFl5vJjGP5kBI8FmQ3uCN82dD86OTmly3mwBznQjiOkKRSAS9dNq80ROyt-ygBaD-AF3uRON3YloyQ-vB716Fl25BGdsyMsAE9_LRvMIDgAfglM8pqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCAcIiGEQARgfsQlhSUYCI_gi8oAKAZgLAcgLAbgMAdgTDYgUA9AVAZgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoU2O_AG1JWXMioyFeoIhYhtMorA&sig=AOD64_0s1_x_z8molmaQFP4Jz1SDThDZPA&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=0&adurl=https://lp.online.odu.edu/info-dec-20-undergrad2-google-ub-rsda/?utm_campaign=Enrollment_FY_2022&utm_medium=Banner_ad&utm_content=National&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvuPp8ZKf8wIVgtDjBx3pWQ9eEAEYASAAEgLOj_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CF5kjBrhRYb7IA4Khj-8P6bO98AXEo-6EZcX0lqu8DaHb76OFHRABINyU9QFgyQagAYjrsNYDyAEBqAMByAPLBKoErgJP0I3tP0hX8nPl9Bj1VW5DlFqy8GCJiYmYPk4kwsW179eavo_RNEjSnpYf6qeZA5QgjK3VVgLoV6C6P-yTSPU8r-h67QL1pevuUZ9mglQWIbet9o0KYyePnyWk8dXwDB0EhtVNd_bCYfrQqU6km_zF06fHqyX6vyRyjZqCgZHATv1dUQYezqSyDHpOvgRHXBHkpaIrp3eBcgzX9qZJsOZmIqVU0UHUOfWhX1CzXOEPNMUqbzUAfO97Qj_aVj1RKx-JxhNsD6RgmbYMUVeapTvTKDCVBI0sTm4g6nETNUm4phou0U09vS3DFl5vJjGP5kBI8FmQ3uCN82dD86OTmly3mwBznQjiOkKRSAS9dNq80ROyt-ygBaD-AF3uRON3YloyQ-vB716Fl25BGdsyMsAE9_LRvMIDgAfglM8pqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCAcIiGEQARgfsQlhSUYCI_gi8oAKAZgLAcgLAbgMAdgTDYgUA9AVAZgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoU2O_AG1JWXMioyFeoIhYhtMorA&sig=AOD64_0s1_x_z8molmaQFP4Jz1SDThDZPA&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=7&adurl=https://lp.online.odu.edu/info-dec-20-undergrad2-google-ub-rsda/?utm_campaign=Enrollment_FY_2022&utm_medium=Banner_ad&utm_content=National&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvuPp8ZKf8wIVgtDjBx3pWQ9eEAEYASAAEgLOj_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CF5kjBrhRYb7IA4Khj-8P6bO98AXEo-6EZcX0lqu8DaHb76OFHRABINyU9QFgyQagAYjrsNYDyAEBqAMByAPLBKoErgJP0I3tP0hX8nPl9Bj1VW5DlFqy8GCJiYmYPk4kwsW179eavo_RNEjSnpYf6qeZA5QgjK3VVgLoV6C6P-yTSPU8r-h67QL1pevuUZ9mglQWIbet9o0KYyePnyWk8dXwDB0EhtVNd_bCYfrQqU6km_zF06fHqyX6vyRyjZqCgZHATv1dUQYezqSyDHpOvgRHXBHkpaIrp3eBcgzX9qZJsOZmIqVU0UHUOfWhX1CzXOEPNMUqbzUAfO97Qj_aVj1RKx-JxhNsD6RgmbYMUVeapTvTKDCVBI0sTm4g6nETNUm4phou0U09vS3DFl5vJjGP5kBI8FmQ3uCN82dD86OTmly3mwBznQjiOkKRSAS9dNq80ROyt-ygBaD-AF3uRON3YloyQ-vB716Fl25BGdsyMsAE9_LRvMIDgAfglM8pqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCAcIiGEQARgfsQlhSUYCI_gi8oAKAZgLAcgLAbgMAdgTDYgUA9AVAZgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoU2O_AG1JWXMioyFeoIhYhtMorA&sig=AOD64_0s1_x_z8molmaQFP4Jz1SDThDZPA&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=1&adurl=https://lp.online.odu.edu/info-dec-20-undergrad2-google-ub-rsda/?utm_campaign=Enrollment_FY_2022&utm_medium=Banner_ad&utm_content=National&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvuPp8ZKf8wIVgtDjBx3pWQ9eEAEYASAAEgLOj_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CF5kjBrhRYb7IA4Khj-8P6bO98AXEo-6EZcX0lqu8DaHb76OFHRABINyU9QFgyQagAYjrsNYDyAEBqAMByAPLBKoErgJP0I3tP0hX8nPl9Bj1VW5DlFqy8GCJiYmYPk4kwsW179eavo_RNEjSnpYf6qeZA5QgjK3VVgLoV6C6P-yTSPU8r-h67QL1pevuUZ9mglQWIbet9o0KYyePnyWk8dXwDB0EhtVNd_bCYfrQqU6km_zF06fHqyX6vyRyjZqCgZHATv1dUQYezqSyDHpOvgRHXBHkpaIrp3eBcgzX9qZJsOZmIqVU0UHUOfWhX1CzXOEPNMUqbzUAfO97Qj_aVj1RKx-JxhNsD6RgmbYMUVeapTvTKDCVBI0sTm4g6nETNUm4phou0U09vS3DFl5vJjGP5kBI8FmQ3uCN82dD86OTmly3mwBznQjiOkKRSAS9dNq80ROyt-ygBaD-AF3uRON3YloyQ-vB716Fl25BGdsyMsAE9_LRvMIDgAfglM8pqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCAcIiGEQARgfsQlhSUYCI_gi8oAKAZgLAcgLAbgMAdgTDYgUA9AVAZgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoU2O_AG1JWXMioyFeoIhYhtMorA&sig=AOD64_0s1_x_z8molmaQFP4Jz1SDThDZPA&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=8&adurl=https://lp.online.odu.edu/info-dec-20-undergrad2-google-ub-rsda/?utm_campaign=Enrollment_FY_2022&utm_medium=Banner_ad&utm_content=National&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvuPp8ZKf8wIVgtDjBx3pWQ9eEAEYASAAEgLOj_D_BwE
https://www.bgdailynews.com/users/profile/Aaron%20Mudd
https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/for-young-adults-with-autism-lifeworks-at-wku-offers-community/article_ffca8b44-2a16-5632-abc7-09a2d6bb34b7.html
https://www.bgdailynews.com/content/tncms/live/%231
http://bgdailynews.com/
https://www.bgdailynews.com/users/profile/Grace%20Ramey
https://www.bgdailynews.com/content/tncms/live/%232
https://www.bgdailynews.com/users/profile/Grace%20Ramey
https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/for-young-adults-with-autism-lifeworks-at-wku-offers-community/article_ffca8b44-2a16-5632-abc7-09a2d6bb34b7.html

WKU cuts ribbon on new program for adults with autism | News | bgdailynews.com 9/27/21, 7:25 AM

who wanted the couple’s names to be on the facility, a request
he conveyed to Ransdell back in 2017 during the project’s
conceptual phase.

“A good speaker never looks away from his audience, but I'm
going to look directly at the camera,” Ransdell said, adding that
Gatton was unable to attend because he was under medical
care in Tennessee.

“He’s not in good health, but that friendship remains deep. To
Bill, I want to say thank you from every member of the WKU
family, particularly those students whose lives have been
changed over the last several years and will be changed in the
future. From all of us involved in this program and throughout
this campus community, thank you for your generosity, your
vision, your friendship and for making important things
happen on the campus of Western Kentucky University,”
Ransdell said.

“It was Bill who said he wanted our names to be on this
facility,” Ransdell said, conveying a phone call he had with
Gatton back in 2017 during the project’s conceptual phase.

Ransdell said it was Gatton’s $5 million gift that made the new
living and learning community possible, including allowing
program organizers to renovate an apartment complex just
behind the Suzanne Vitale Clinical Education Complex (which
houses the Kelly Autism Program).

Gatton is a long-time donor to WKU, gifting an initial $4
million to create the Gatton Academy that bears his name and
then another $10 million to significantly expand the academy,
Ransdell said.

Along with their own apartments, participating adults with
autism take part in coursework that aims to build up the
education and skills necessary for independent living,
including how to navigate the workplace and their place in the
community. LifeWorks focuses on helping each participant
assess and develop their vocational skills and find
employment in the community.

In addition, they’re also paired with mentors who help them
along the way. Mentors help participants get involved in the
community in ways that interest them, along with planning
and executing their own group activity once a semester, a
news release about the program said.

Jacob Brennenstuhl, a participant in the program, said the

living and learning community has helped him grow essential
independent living skills and social skills.
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“This program takes in people of all different skill levels,” said
Brennenstuhl, who previously worked for Kids on the Block as
a grant writer. “However, even when I had my career skills, I
didn’t really know how to live on my own ... Opportunities to
learn those skills were missed a lot.”

“It gives you a taste of independent living,” without leaving you
to fend for yourself, Brennenstuhl said of LifeWorks at WKU.

WKU President Timothy Caboni also spoke at Thursday’s
ribbon-cutting, describing the living and learning community
as an extension of the university’s mission in the community.

“At WKU, it’s not only our responsibility to guide our
Hilltoppers toward earning college degrees. It’s also our
responsibility to guide those from our community and
beyond,” whose needs look a little different, Caboni said. “And
through this living and learning community, we engage
students in an even more powerful and transformative

experience.”

- Follow education reporter Aaron Mudd on Twitter @NewsByAaron or visit
bgdailynews.com.
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Education reporter. Covers education and related issues, focusing primarily on the Bowling Green and Warren County
public school districts and Western Kentucky University.
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