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Gatton Academy students included in $5 million gift to UK

By JOHN REECER jreecer@bgdailynews.com
Feb 11, 2022

The University of Kentucky announced Thursday that
philanthropist Bill Gatton gifted the school $5 million in
scholarship funding for current UK students and
undergraduate students from his namesake Gatton Academy

of Mathematics and Science at Western Kentucky University.

Philanthropist Bill Gatton (center)

recently donated $5 million to the The gift is intended to target critical areas for Kentucky’s
University of Kentucky in

scholarship funding for current UK future workforce and health care needs by focusing on

students and undergraduate students from medically underserved areas who want to
students from the Gatton Academy.
Standing next to Gatton is Mike attend medical school at UK and by prioritizing first-

Richey (left) and UK President Eli
Capilouto (right) at the dedication of
the Gatton Student Center on Aug.
31, 2018. Lynette Breedlove, director of the Gatton Academy, said the
SUBMITTED

generation students.

“exciting” announcement would benefit the state economically

in the long term.

“Mr. Gatton has been an incredible supporter for our students
and for education overall,” Breedlove said. “I think it’s
important for the state of Kentucky to have a donor like this.
Mr. Gatton has been very focused on giving back and lifting
those up through education. That’s something we try to instill
in our students to try and give back.

“Currently, Gatton Academy students are eligible for
scholarships at UK,” she said. “I look forward to how this will
impact opportunities for our students when they attend UK. I
hope others will be inspired by Mr. Gatton’s gift and focus on
educational philanthropy.”

Breedlove said investing in education provides a “level playing

field” and brings people together no matter their background
or financial status.
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The gift will specifically target three types of students in the
state.

Current UK students from each of the state’s 120 counties will
be eligible for awards with an average scholarship of $5,000 to
$6,000 based on financial need and academic progress toward
graduation. The first set of awards will occur this spring.

First-year UK students from Muhlenberg and McLean
counties and undergraduate students who attended the Gatton
Academy will be eligible for scholarship awards.
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Forty scholarships of up to $25,000 will be awarded for
Kentucky students at UK’s College of Medicine. Preference will

be given to students from medically underserved areas.

Mike Richey, a recently retired vice president for philanthropy
and alumni engagement at UK, works closely with Bill Gatton
and told the Daily News the university will be in contact with
Gatton Academy leaders for details concerning the application
process for students.

“It’s a very, very significant gift for the University of Kentucky,”
Richey said. “It also showcases the heart of Mr. Gatton. He is
our leading philanthropist, but he also loves the state of
Kentucky. We have aspirations as a university to increase our
graduation rate and retention rate as well.”

Richey said students who graduated from the Gatton Academy
will be given special consideration.
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As part of the scholarship program, UK will utilize its LEADS
program in identifying eligible students in terms of financial
need.

The LEADS program uses unmet-need modeling to match
scholarships, grants and targeted one-time aid to students.

The initiative has attracted philanthropic support from donors
and alums to direct aid to students with unmet financial need
from counties throughout the state.

“It’s just a big day for the university,” Richey said. “He (Bill
Gatton) is doing something very significant to advance student

success here with this gift”

- Follow reporter John Reecer on Twitter @JReecerBGDN or
visit bgdailynews.com.

— Follow reporter John Reecer on Twitter @JReecerBGDN or visit
bgdailynews.com.

John Reecer

Specializing in Heart Failureand &

eart Transplants in Kids ..z

https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/gatton-academy-students-included-...llion-gift-to-uk/article_5ec0305b-ca49-5b3a-8aeb-00ea73e13e20.html Page 3 of 3


https://www.bgdailynews.com/users/profile/John%20Reecer
http://bgdailynews.com/
http://bgdailynews.com/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cv7SVAV0GYoZAj7qEBdGLjagPmv-erWil6JfHwg_0wrWrrgEQASDclPUBYMm-0oj8o4QXoAHQ6O77A8gBAqgDAcgDyQSqBMUCT9DUL6CorMsib4P7PA0DQrTa5bFiYkCoCJDs3YAv5e1XfGt6Km8ef-THAku760Aet30XtWlLJ9Vnpjx8OLjoza17nm93X7U0TCwz8z4f9nKJQgZFVlYrLJ8TZSY8EnT9u_y5j7b2SpqnXkXIdHmQQOm2NgdT81a17_rfmUjo2tqWxAfDgPeRoBoPKQChjTFDWieOToBHx3ikUWOu8TmHbY-BiUhQA8m4P46KEhYRWOh2t0jos2I2Lkhw8pgKdJbMuIkr-rDjlkGgWwvv2F22a-q00ejYEVwJT9xGOojCFL7UfqFNGZaDe2sQgD0ueCvIwCMDsMvRURRwVpHWDZSkWWKVfzHfdc9dA7D8okova3Pd61SwKpwhn0WeqPJJQK3q0JCtKdLTFo2oB9WOWUhoMIFfIcZDFK8PiD2LD8ukQrH_wLsILcAE3bCHy-4DoAYCgAeYl5EEqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcB0ggHCIhhEAEYH7EJIpBEHpDAu3iACgGYCwHICwG4DAHYEw3QFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoceftdq-emfBubvw0mS6ruJhTzg&sig=AOD64_1VEee1DcbVgtKCn-qXjsqYXtqp4Q&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=17&adurl=https://nortonchildrens.com/services/cardiology/programs/heart-failure-cardiomyopathy-heart-transplant/?utm_source=GoogleAdNetwork&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=Norton_Childrens_Heart&utm_content=Heart_Failure_Transplant&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxsSCxdn39QIVDx2hCh3RRQP1EAEYASAAEgK2nfD_BwE

