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WKU student starts 'micro pantry' program in city

By DON SERGENT dsergent@bgdailynews.com
Feb 28, 2021

Maybe late at night or in the wee hours of the morning when

no other avenues are available, a single parent or a down-on-

their-luck person living on the streets will visit a bright-yellow

Katie Van Zile of the Higgins Center for Nonpro!ts examines the contents of the Kentuckians for the Commonwealth’s inaugural Bowling
Green Micro Pantry, which stands in the center’s parking lot on Collett Avenue on Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021. Installed approximately two
weeks ago, the remodeled-newspaper-rack pantry provides non-perishable food, face masks and hygiene items to locals in need
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metal box once used for selling newspapers and !nd what

they need to make it through the day.

If they do, they can thank 19-year-old Western Kentucky

University sophomore Jason Lowe.

Through the e"orts of Lowe and his partnership with the

Kentuckians for the Commonwealth nonpro!t organization,

such staples as fruit cups, canned vegetables and meats, and

even hygiene items like toilet paper and toothbrushes can be

found at the Bowling Green Micro Pantry that has been

launched with the !rst location outside the Higgins Center for

Nonpro!ts on Collett Avenue.

The single yellow box at the Higgins Center – the !rst of many

that Lowe hopes to place throughout the community – on

Wednesday held canned peaches, macaroni and cheese,

peanut butter and other essentials.

For potential visitors to the box that was donated by the

Bowling Green Daily News, its items could be lifesavers. For

Lowe, it’s a start toward ful!lling a dream that was launched
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when he received a Young Leaders for Social Change

fellowship through the Southern Partners Fund charitable

organization.

“The main goal is to address food insecurity in Bowling Green

and provide a place where people can get supplies 24 hours a

day,” said Lowe, a Glasgow native.

His SPF fellowship provides a stipend for living expenses and

some funding for his micro pantry project, but Lowe has relied

on social media and online fundraising tools to take the

project from dream to reality.

“I’ve raised about $500 so far,” Lowe said. “There’s de!nitely a

lot of community support for this. A lot of people are donating

items directly to the box, but they can give !nancially too.”

Lowe is getting donations through the venmo.com online

payment website, and he’s getting help from Kentuckians for

the Commonwealth, a grassroots community organization that

supports many progressive causes.
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“We’re really happy to support Jason as he takes on this

project,” said Laura Harper Knight, community organizer for

KFTC’s Bowling Green o#ce. “Anything we can do to alleviate

food insecurity in Bowling Green, we’re here for it.”

Katie Van Zile, social media manager for the Higgins Center

that houses the local KFTC chapter, said she was happy to help

when asked about starting the micro pantry on the center’s

property.

“The KFTC reached out to us about this being the location for

the micro pantry,” Van Zile said. “With the nonpro!t center’s

mission, it just made sense.

“Food insecurity is something we’re worried about. There can

be many hoops to jump through to get government help, but

this (micro pantry) is accessible anytime.”

The single location at the Higgins Center won’t solve the city’s

food insecurity problems, but Lowe already has plans to

expand.

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CbK8TDew8YOGzHq6l5LcP7NKwmAP9iqDTYfmL4aSmDcHtmpmQDxABINyU9QFgyb7SiPyjhBegAZXZ0ZYDyAECqAMByAPJBKoEtAJP0O3muX4UgNYwRklc9P81DscUV4dtkKGWT3t6xPJMBrAlU2JAC8CnecV9vsTMOY-vG-A6xae44YM62Nq1ko-k7APSuUe6SQ-Mclikn_KleNkOuIWy0aRGdLrSM2uopCN7MlpOaJ1wVEa9bmvg-G1xi10kJ172SAONHxyF6Az9wnl6SQYG5oBL2V3IMXXNKErxk8DG9BeCO1ECGqbd_AHMZOWzpwpZeot0_2cUlCeAfE6YGC2fonn9GX1GkMC7pbQ5ZOyJDfiA0erSxqhVVYni4eh-hHwK_SrhyzwIqlJdSVgr_Tt83Z4rT7egGZHhiZu7GpJdwMfG00l7c3mFNjl9xwPNV4UN1cf7WIpuFba1qgvBdBxfqUbn4v3JV0i1ww0v3qcMrVYpMQ7rc2AQc18D-5ZaG8AEm7O6j68DoAYCgAfTpq5pqAfVyRuoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB-6WsQKoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgb2AcB0ggJCIDhgEAQARgfsQmb2da4wv8Kq4AKAZgLAcgLAbgMAdgTDQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoOxBifK_0UEYDj-IzI7KnBFZs5h3qkki4eYYHq_WNNoMxw-pr5YfIYUnAs7sfaTWgeA_zAh7tijChZFI&sig=AOD64_2DPN_xizo3z9XBlenr3MEonBijRA&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=17&adurl=https://www.thorne.com?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIoe6Dx5mP7wIVrhL5AB1sKQwzEAEYASAAEgJZQfD_BwE
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He said the Daily News donated four newspaper boxes that he

is converting into micro pantries by painting them and

removing the locks and spring mechanisms.

He already has a home for a second box: Natcher Elementary

School on Cave Mill Road.

Karen Manley, Family Resource Center coordinator at Natcher,

heard about the micro pantry on social media and got in touch

with Lowe.

“I liked the fact that it was re-purposing old equipment and

providing a service for people who really need it,” Manley said.

“I told him (Lowe) that I have food and other items to stock it.

“I think it’s great when we can partner with grassroots

organizations such as his.”

She isn’t yet sure about the location on the school’s grounds,

but Manley hopes to have the micro pantry launched next

week.

Lowe is hoping that will be a catalyst for further expansion.



3/1/21, 7:29 AMWKU student starts 'micro pantry' program in city | News | bgdailynews.com

Page 6 of 6https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/wku-student-starts-micro-pantry-program-in-city/article_363d573f-3357-5078-b553-24ef1f46a015.html

Don Sergent

“I’m going to talk to other family resource centers about

partnerships,” he said. “I’ve been talking to the city (of Bowling

Green) about putting some of the boxes at parks or other

locations. The city seems supportive.”

Although his SPF fellowship only lasts through the end of this

year, Lowe sees the micro pantries as a long-term project.

“I intend to be involved in it as long as I’m at WKU,” he said.

– Follow business reporter Don Sergent on Twitter @BGDNbusiness or visit
bgdailynews.com.
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