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Rare exhibition of late WKU sculptor's work opens Sept. 14

By AARON MUDD amudd@bgdailynews.com
Aug 19, 2021

The surreal though strikingly familiar forms of the late

sculptor and longtime Western Kentucky University professor

Charles H. Forrester will come to life at the Baker Arboretum’s

Downing Museum with the opening of a retrospective

exhibition Sept. 14.

Forrester, who is credited with establishing WKU’s sculpture

program and for his instrumental role in designing the

university’s Fine Arts Center, is known as a master of the

visual pun.

Through his work, Forrester could twist everyday objects and

human physicality into abstract, often fantastical forms.
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One such series, Shoes Fantasies, melds portraiture or

architecture with the sensuality of a stiletto or the sturdiness

of a work boot.

“Having a conversation with my father, it was a mind-opening

experience,” Winifred Forrester, the sculptor’s daughter, said

in a news release promoting the exhibition. “He viewed the

world di!erently. You’d just be driving down the road looking

out the window, and he looked out the window and he saw

something di!erent. Everything he did was looking for ideas

about sculpture .... everything he did, and everywhere he

looked, he was looking for ideas about sculpture and art. He

lived, breathed and thought about making artwork, all the

time.”

The exhibition will be the "rst opportunity for the public to

view a large-scale exhibition of Charles Forrester’s work since

his death in 2010. It’s open to the public through Nov. 13 at the

museum at 4801 Morgantown Road, according to a WKU news

release.

Along with the exhibition, WKU will celebrate his work with a

screening of the award-winning documentary about his life

titled “A Line Unbroken: The Charles Forrester Story.”

The screening will be at 6 p.m. Sept. 16 at the Capitol Arts

Center in downtown Bowling Green.
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The event will also feature a discussion with Winifred

Forrester, his former student and the sculptor Russ Faxon and

WKU art historian Guy Jordan, who contributed to the

documentary and to a book published last year – “A Mind in

Motion: The Art of Charles H. Forrester,” by Winifred

Forrester.

“Charles Forrester was without a doubt, a fox – clever,

creative, curious and constantly crafting analogies between

things, a master of the visual pun,” Jordan said in a news

release announcing the exhibition.

Charles Forrester grew up in New York City and received his

Master of Fine Arts at the University of Oregon in 1960,

according to the release. As a professor, he spent 30 years at

the University of Salford in England and WKU.

During the last dozen years of his life, he maintained a studio

in East Nashville.

– More information can be found at charlesforrester.com.

– Follow education reporter Aaron Mudd on Twitter

@NewsByAaron or visit bgdailynews.com.

Do This To Easily Clean Toilet
You will never have to scrub a toilet again if you try this new
toilet cleaner.

– Follow education reporter Aaron Mudd on Twitter @NewsByAaron or visit
bgdailynews.com.

https://www.bgdailynews.com/users/profile/Aaron%20Mudd
http://charlesforrester.com/
http://bgdailynews.com/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CqCwSpqcfYd7LIfKAqMwP3uisoAihiffWY7-usOXhDJaCzYWIFhABINyU9QFgyb7SiPyjhBegAdWjrrwCyAEJqAMByAPLBKoE1gJP0Ga99T_Rm9CVxVAHwlB1JIK9C4wXAt0WMIkTJgYKtoCy23vNx5H9OacINQngfZH10oSQhA6_P_nkrlxmkdbWfj8kAYraQZ12XDLsNU-GFgA-WgUZSMIoTRzddx5aObuPlGQ9fXxwiRi7rgiwfcGzXXPpSGMEjdyrHr4lqZtK3yK6Q_b_n27KeeTmLMrbG6ChIvsstFtLzXsEwoFIYGaj2dmMYE4zyK1JAD4J-3v3EfB1PRVKyEBlYBb6hlx4dxWhMAVw2rzXrps2Fne1C8Ry_6uhsNNPDuRzRRDWpezaKvNDMMcvAjKJFD0ubi_sd4m9czBPsJ0GXveZOqS06tTxShKsRh2U8o2R-t5dTxk2u3Ngq_36XNS-dMp51QpuJYCK7LDa8SCk6-9Ax0zajW3wdAUiSg6TuEcwMFlmf-SlhQe5TFBRTBQy8Jm-EYd9DJyJPBeUeE_ABPzM0rKpA6AGLoAHk82bxgGoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQLYBwDSCAcIiGEQARgfsQnlflcgj1kgNYAKAZgLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDIgUAdAVAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoAu8QXgUWbaYQtFUNPFjieheneg&sig=AOD64_0Rvwq16B7MTdJ_8hOZv3kDW2z8YA&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=19&adurl=https://article.splashfoam.com/cake/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3raUn9S_8gIVcgCKAx1eNAuEEAEYASAAEgIoUvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CqCwSpqcfYd7LIfKAqMwP3uisoAihiffWY7-usOXhDJaCzYWIFhABINyU9QFgyb7SiPyjhBegAdWjrrwCyAEJqAMByAPLBKoE1gJP0Ga99T_Rm9CVxVAHwlB1JIK9C4wXAt0WMIkTJgYKtoCy23vNx5H9OacINQngfZH10oSQhA6_P_nkrlxmkdbWfj8kAYraQZ12XDLsNU-GFgA-WgUZSMIoTRzddx5aObuPlGQ9fXxwiRi7rgiwfcGzXXPpSGMEjdyrHr4lqZtK3yK6Q_b_n27KeeTmLMrbG6ChIvsstFtLzXsEwoFIYGaj2dmMYE4zyK1JAD4J-3v3EfB1PRVKyEBlYBb6hlx4dxWhMAVw2rzXrps2Fne1C8Ry_6uhsNNPDuRzRRDWpezaKvNDMMcvAjKJFD0ubi_sd4m9czBPsJ0GXveZOqS06tTxShKsRh2U8o2R-t5dTxk2u3Ngq_36XNS-dMp51QpuJYCK7LDa8SCk6-9Ax0zajW3wdAUiSg6TuEcwMFlmf-SlhQe5TFBRTBQy8Jm-EYd9DJyJPBeUeE_ABPzM0rKpA6AGLoAHk82bxgGoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQLYBwDSCAcIiGEQARgfsQnlflcgj1kgNYAKAZgLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDIgUAdAVAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoAu8QXgUWbaYQtFUNPFjieheneg&sig=AOD64_0Rvwq16B7MTdJ_8hOZv3kDW2z8YA&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=9&adurl=https://article.splashfoam.com/cake/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3raUn9S_8gIVcgCKAx1eNAuEEAEYASAAEgIoUvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CqCwSpqcfYd7LIfKAqMwP3uisoAihiffWY7-usOXhDJaCzYWIFhABINyU9QFgyb7SiPyjhBegAdWjrrwCyAEJqAMByAPLBKoE1gJP0Ga99T_Rm9CVxVAHwlB1JIK9C4wXAt0WMIkTJgYKtoCy23vNx5H9OacINQngfZH10oSQhA6_P_nkrlxmkdbWfj8kAYraQZ12XDLsNU-GFgA-WgUZSMIoTRzddx5aObuPlGQ9fXxwiRi7rgiwfcGzXXPpSGMEjdyrHr4lqZtK3yK6Q_b_n27KeeTmLMrbG6ChIvsstFtLzXsEwoFIYGaj2dmMYE4zyK1JAD4J-3v3EfB1PRVKyEBlYBb6hlx4dxWhMAVw2rzXrps2Fne1C8Ry_6uhsNNPDuRzRRDWpezaKvNDMMcvAjKJFD0ubi_sd4m9czBPsJ0GXveZOqS06tTxShKsRh2U8o2R-t5dTxk2u3Ngq_36XNS-dMp51QpuJYCK7LDa8SCk6-9Ax0zajW3wdAUiSg6TuEcwMFlmf-SlhQe5TFBRTBQy8Jm-EYd9DJyJPBeUeE_ABPzM0rKpA6AGLoAHk82bxgGoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQLYBwDSCAcIiGEQARgfsQnlflcgj1kgNYAKAZgLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDIgUAdAVAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoAu8QXgUWbaYQtFUNPFjieheneg&sig=AOD64_0Rvwq16B7MTdJ_8hOZv3kDW2z8YA&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=0&adurl=https://article.splashfoam.com/cake/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3raUn9S_8gIVcgCKAx1eNAuEEAEYASAAEgIoUvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CqCwSpqcfYd7LIfKAqMwP3uisoAihiffWY7-usOXhDJaCzYWIFhABINyU9QFgyb7SiPyjhBegAdWjrrwCyAEJqAMByAPLBKoE1gJP0Ga99T_Rm9CVxVAHwlB1JIK9C4wXAt0WMIkTJgYKtoCy23vNx5H9OacINQngfZH10oSQhA6_P_nkrlxmkdbWfj8kAYraQZ12XDLsNU-GFgA-WgUZSMIoTRzddx5aObuPlGQ9fXxwiRi7rgiwfcGzXXPpSGMEjdyrHr4lqZtK3yK6Q_b_n27KeeTmLMrbG6ChIvsstFtLzXsEwoFIYGaj2dmMYE4zyK1JAD4J-3v3EfB1PRVKyEBlYBb6hlx4dxWhMAVw2rzXrps2Fne1C8Ry_6uhsNNPDuRzRRDWpezaKvNDMMcvAjKJFD0ubi_sd4m9czBPsJ0GXveZOqS06tTxShKsRh2U8o2R-t5dTxk2u3Ngq_36XNS-dMp51QpuJYCK7LDa8SCk6-9Ax0zajW3wdAUiSg6TuEcwMFlmf-SlhQe5TFBRTBQy8Jm-EYd9DJyJPBeUeE_ABPzM0rKpA6AGLoAHk82bxgGoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQLYBwDSCAcIiGEQARgfsQnlflcgj1kgNYAKAZgLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDIgUAdAVAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoAu8QXgUWbaYQtFUNPFjieheneg&sig=AOD64_0Rvwq16B7MTdJ_8hOZv3kDW2z8YA&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=7&adurl=https://article.splashfoam.com/cake/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3raUn9S_8gIVcgCKAx1eNAuEEAEYASAAEgIoUvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CqCwSpqcfYd7LIfKAqMwP3uisoAihiffWY7-usOXhDJaCzYWIFhABINyU9QFgyb7SiPyjhBegAdWjrrwCyAEJqAMByAPLBKoE1gJP0Ga99T_Rm9CVxVAHwlB1JIK9C4wXAt0WMIkTJgYKtoCy23vNx5H9OacINQngfZH10oSQhA6_P_nkrlxmkdbWfj8kAYraQZ12XDLsNU-GFgA-WgUZSMIoTRzddx5aObuPlGQ9fXxwiRi7rgiwfcGzXXPpSGMEjdyrHr4lqZtK3yK6Q_b_n27KeeTmLMrbG6ChIvsstFtLzXsEwoFIYGaj2dmMYE4zyK1JAD4J-3v3EfB1PRVKyEBlYBb6hlx4dxWhMAVw2rzXrps2Fne1C8Ry_6uhsNNPDuRzRRDWpezaKvNDMMcvAjKJFD0ubi_sd4m9czBPsJ0GXveZOqS06tTxShKsRh2U8o2R-t5dTxk2u3Ngq_36XNS-dMp51QpuJYCK7LDa8SCk6-9Ax0zajW3wdAUiSg6TuEcwMFlmf-SlhQe5TFBRTBQy8Jm-EYd9DJyJPBeUeE_ABPzM0rKpA6AGLoAHk82bxgGoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQLYBwDSCAcIiGEQARgfsQnlflcgj1kgNYAKAZgLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDIgUAdAVAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoAu8QXgUWbaYQtFUNPFjieheneg&sig=AOD64_0Rvwq16B7MTdJ_8hOZv3kDW2z8YA&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=8&adurl=https://article.splashfoam.com/cake/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3raUn9S_8gIVcgCKAx1eNAuEEAEYASAAEgIoUvD_BwE
http://bgdailynews.com/

