Oh Canada! (And Australia)
This is a tip of the toboggan to Canada (the hat not the sled).  When I was in college I used to make fun of Canada for being so far in debt.  Sure they had bigger social safety net than the US, but they didn’t pay for it.  In the 1980’s, Canada’s government debt/GDP ratio was roughly twice that of the US.
That was then, this is now.  Between 1997 and 2008 Canada ran 11 straight years of budget surpluses.  At the same time, the US government went on a borrowing binge.  The IMF has published updated debt/GDP ratios along with predictions based on each country’s budgets.
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2009
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US

61.9

87.0

106.7

Canada

67.9

75.4

66.2

The US wins!  Oh wait, it’s like golf, the lowest score wins. The fun part is that 2016 is the year that the social security trust fund will need to be bailed out by general tax revenue.  So unless something happens, US debt/GDP isn’t going down any time soon.
Just so the Canadians out there don’t gloat too much, Australia’s debt/GDP ratio is even better. 
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Australia
9.6

11.3

16.6

The moral of the story?  Some people learn from their own mistakes (Canadian politicians), some people learn from the mistakes of others (Australian politicians), and some people think that they don’t ever make mistakes (American politicians).

