
GERM 101 
 
            Western Kentucky University:  Department of Modern Languages                                 
            German I: Fundamental Communication  (German 101) 
             MWF 8.00-8.55am (sect 001), 12:40pm-1:35pm (sect. 002) / 3 credit hours 

 
Instructor: Tim Straubel                                    Phone: 745-8897   
Office: Ivan Wilson FAC 233                E-mail: tim.straubel@wku.edu 
Office hours:  Monday & Wednesday 3 – 4 p.m., 

          Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and by appointment 
 

Program goals: Through course work, experience abroad, and other cultural encounters, the Modern Languages 
Program cultivates communicative skills and cultural awareness that prepare students at Western Kentucky 
University to be more knowledgeable and sensitive citizens of the global community. 
 
Objectives: The goal of this course is to develop the four language skills (speaking, listening, reading, writing) in a 
cultural context with a focus on spoken German.   This course fulfills the following category AII Gen. Ed. Goals: 

--      competence in a language other than the native language 
--      an appreciation of the complexity and variety in the world’s cultures 

In this course, you will also learn:  
  ---   to describe people, places, things in your everyday world 
  ---   to talk about your daily activities 
  ---   to express preferences, abilities, wants, needs, obligations 
  ---   to ask for and give information 
  ---   about the geography and cultures of the German-speaking countries 
 
Prerequisites: None. German 101 is designed for students who have not had German before.  
Two German 102 courses are offered this semester (MWF 9:10-10.05 and 1:50-2:45) and a German 201 (MWF 
10:20-11:15) for students who have had previous German. See departmental policy sheet on placement/credit or 
university catalog for more information on getting credit for previous German if you start higher than 101. 
 
Texts/Materials:   Kontakte (5th ed) by Tracy Terrell, McGraw-Hill Publishing  
                  Kontakte Arbeitsbuch (5th  ed) 
                               German/English, English/German Dictionary (optional) 
***You will be issued 3 CDs with listening exercises from the Arbeitsbuch.  You are welcome to use these  
      discs, but please return them by the end of the semester.  A $5 replacement fee will be charged if you are  
      not able to return the CDs.  I will not issue your final grade until the CDs are returned. 
 
Class format: Class time offers important opportunities to listen to and speak German. I will present new 
vocabulary and sentence structures and we will practice in pairs and in groups.  You will listen to dialogues on 
tape, see videos, conduct role plays and model the homework so you are ready to complete it at home. Because 
each class involves so much “hands-on” activity with the language, it is very important that you attend regularly. 
This is not a self-study course. 
Class participation: Your daily grade is based on your active participation in partner activities, small-group and 
whole-class activities as well as your preparation of daily assignments.  You will be expected to SPEAK in class 
and WORK WITH fellow classmates IN GERMAN (auf deutsch!).  Effort and performance both play a role.  
Therefore, if you are unprepared for class or are not using as much German as possible, your participation grade 
will go down.  Also, if you are absent, I have no way of knowing how prepared you are or how well you have 
mastered new material. Your participation grade for that day is 0.  If you are late to class or you fall asleep during 
class, your participation grade will go down.  Our textbook is designed to be most effective when material is 
introduced by the instructor and practiced in class. It is extremely difficult to learn from the book without coming 
to class.  Please bring your textbook to class each day, since it is needed while working in class.  If you do not 
have your book during class, your participation grade will go down.  Remember:  the “Frage des Tages” is only 
just a part of your participation grade. 



      Tutoring:  Tutoring is available through the Modern Languages Dept. or The Learning Center (TLC) (located  
      DUC-A330) and is FREE.  Don’t forget that you can also come and see me for extra help as well. 

Auditors:  Students may audit the class, BUT all auditors must attend class and keep up with the daily work and 
be prepared for the quizzes.  Auditors are not required to take the exams.   If this is a problem, then don’t register 
as an auditor. 
Homework: Set aside some quality time to study your German every day. We have a limited number of hours 
together. We can use classroom time more effectively if you study vocabulary and complete assigned exercises 
before coming to class.  DO NOT FINISH assignments immediately before class!  You will lose credit on the 
assignment if you do.  Workbook assignments (Arbeitsbuch) will NOT be accepted after the due date.   There will 
be assignments from the textbook, workbook, or short quizzes throughout the semester. 
 
Grading Scale:  Your final grade consists of:  
93% - 100%  A   Participation  (Teilnahme)                      10% 
90% - 93%    A- Exams  (Prüfungen)                              50%  
87% - 89%   B+   Quizzes           10%  
83% - 86%   B  Homework  (Hausaufgabe)                            20%            
80% - 82%   B-  Personenprojekt            5% 
77% - 79%   C+  Mündliche Prüfung           5% 
73% - 76%   C 
70% - 72%   C-  (60% - 69% D, below 60%  F)   
                                              
Course policies: University-established policies on attendance and on academic integrity apply: (1) students 
enrolled in the course are expected to attend and (2) students shall not represent work taken from another source 
as their own (See pp. 28 and 260 of the University Catalog).  Cheating is UNACCEPTABLE and you will receive 
an F.  Frequent absences will reflect in a student’s daily grade and are likely to reduce the student’s chances of 
performing well on exams.  Attendance is mandatory.   If you will be missing class, please let me know.  You 
are expected to attend every class, more than FOUR absences (EXCUSED OR UNEXCUSED) WILL result in 
the drop in your grade as follows: 
                                  Five (total) absences = drop ½ letter grade 
                                  Six (total) absences = drop 1 letter grade 
                                  Seven (total) absences = drop 1.5 letter grades 
          Eight (total) absences = drop 2 letter grades, etc.  
        This policy will be strictly enforced!   
 
Vacation accommodations will NOT be made (SEE final exam times!), therefore plan your time wisely.  Exams 
and Quizzes may not be made up, and the student will receive a ZERO. Students must turn in assignments during 
the class meeting, if they expect to receive full credit.  Workbook assignments (Arbeitsbuch) must be handed in 
the day of the exam and will not be accepted late.  Regular assignments will be accepted late, BUT the assignment 
value will decrease by 20% for each day the assignment is late.  All students are expected to help maintain a 
courteous and respectful learning environment.  PLEASE refrain from eating and drinking in class, since it is 
disruptive to the class and will impact your ability to participate properly, and they are not allowed in the carpeted 
classrooms in FAC.  Do NOT use your cellphone in class, and make sure it is turned off before all exams and 
quizzes, otherwise you will receive a ZERO for that work. 
 
“Personen Projekt”:  During the semester you will research an important person from the German speaking world.  
You will prepare your report on a CD in Power Point.  More details about this project will be given in class.  

 
Special Needs:  Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary 
aids or services) for this course must contact the Student Success Center in DUC A200.  The SSC telephone 
number is (270) 745-5004 V/TDD.   “Per university policy, please do NOT request accommodations directly from 
the professor or instructor without a letter of accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services.” 

 
The syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.    
 



***  In order to get the rest of the syllabus, you must go to the TopNet Schedule Bulletin  page OR to the 
class BLACKBOARD  page.   Other updates and information will be posted to Blackboard, so make sure 
you are familiar with it.   I WILL NOT be distributing individual copies of the entire syllabus.   

Fall/Herbst 2007 - German 101 MWF 
 
Please write the HOMEWORK NUMBER on EVERY assignment.  DANKE!!!  ALWAYS WRITE 
OUT EVERY ASSIGNMENT!!  Never just hand in fill-in the blank or true/false answers! Write out 
the whole sentence/exercise for complete credit. 
Lernen: Study this material 
Lesen:  Read this material 
Hausaufgaben:  Homework.  Designated as — 1/ aufschreiben Übung 2, S. 20; Übung 3, S.42.... 

                                                                    2/ aufschreiben (write 6 sentences about your family) 
    NUMBERED assignments are due the next class day! 

           --- AB  =  Arbeitsbuch (Workbook):  the assignment is in the workbook. 
                           Workbook assignments have specific due dates when the entire chapter of assigned  
                           workbook activities must be finished.  (They are DUE the day of the chapter exam,  
                           EXCEPT for Einführung A und Kapitel 4) 
           --- aufschreiben = write out (in COMPLETE sentences) 
           --- S. =  auf Seite:  on page… 
           --- KLI (Kultur…Landeskunde…Information) 
   --- EX = Work can be done for extra credit.  Must be handed in the next class day. 
Wortschatz:  Vocabulary 
Datum:  Mo (Montag – Monday), Mi (Mittwoch – Wednesday), Fr (Freitag – Friday) 
 
Hint:  You must read the syllabus from left to right! 

 
 DATUM               IM UNTERRICHT                                     FÜR DIE NACHSTE SITZUNG 
   Date               What we are doing in class.                                What to do to for the next class 

 
Mo, den 
27. 8 

 
A    Einführung 
       Wie heißt du? 
       Alphabet und Buchstaben 

Lernen: Alpahabet, Wie heißt du? 
Lesen: Wortschatz Einführung A 
             Buchstaben S. 6 

 
Mi, den 
29. 8 

 
A    Aufforderungen 
       Kleidung 
       Farben und Zahlen 
  PLEASE  find, download & print syllabus! 

Lernen:  Wortschatz S.17 
AB/A:  Aufforderungen/Namen/ 
         Kleidung  S.1-… 
PLEASE  find, download & print syllabus! 

 
Fr, den 
31. 8 
 

 
A    Begrüssen und Verabschieden 
       What is Gender?  Why should I care? 
       haben / sein / heißen 

1/ aufschreiben  Übung 2, S. 20 ;  
    Übung 3, S. 42;  Übung 4, S. 42 
Lesen:  Wortschatz S. 18 
AB/A:  Farben/Zahlen/ 
        Aussprache und Orthographie/ 
        Begrüssen und Verabschieden 

Mo, den 3.9 Keine Klasse!  Tag der Arbeiter!  
 
Mi, den  
5. 9 

 
B    Hausaufgabe #1 due today 
       Das Klassenzimmer 
       Beschreibungen 

Lernen:  Wortschatz S. 38 
QUIZ am Freitag! (Friday) 



       Definite and Indefinite articles AB/A:  Kulturecke/Aufsatz 
ARBEITSBUCH  EINFÜHRUNG 
A   DUE  FRIDAY!! 

 
Fr, den  
7. 9 

 
B   QUIZ  HEUTE! (haben, sein, heißen) 
       Der Körper 
       Formal vs. informal   
       Plurals 

Lernen: Wortschatz Einführung B 
AB/B:  Das Klassenzimmer/ 
        Beschreibungen/ Der Körper 

Mo, den 
10. 9 

B    Die Familie 
       Das Wetter und die Jahreszeiten 
 

2/ aufschreiben (write 8 sentences   
    about your family) 
Lernen:  Wortschatz Einführung B 
AB/B: Familie/ Wetter u. Jahreszeiten 

 
Mi, den 
12. 9 

 
B  Hausaufgabe #2 due today 
     Herkunft und Nationalität 
     Woher kommst du?? 
     Possessive Adjective mein vs. dein 

3/ aufschreiben  Übung 10  S. 47 
AB/B:  Herkunft u. Nationalität/ 
        Aussprache und Orthographie 
QUIZ  am  FREITAG!! 

 
Fr, den 
14. 9 

 
B  QUIZ  HEUTE! (Wortschatz) 
     Wiederholung 
      

AB/B:  Kulturecke/Aufsatz 
AB Einführung B für Montag!!. 
Prüfung A&B am Montag!! 

 
Mo, den 
17. 9 

  Arbeitsbuch Einführung B DUE today!! 
  Prüfung Einführung A & B 

Lesen: Freizeit S. 50 
Lernen:  Wortschatz Kapitel 1 

 
Mi, den 
19. 9 

 
1  Was machst du gern in der Freizeit? 
    Situation 1 
    Verbs: Präsens regelmäßige Verben 
    gern/nicht gern 

4/ aufschreiben Übung 4  S. 71 
Lernen:  Verb Conjugation 
AB:  Freizeit 

 
Fr, den 
21. 9 

 
1   Freizeit Umfrage 
     mehr Verben 
     Die Woche / Die Zeit 

5/ Was machst du in der Freizeit?     
(Write 8 complete sentences.  Describe what 
you do –or your friends do- in free time.  Use at 
least 6 different verbs.) 
Lernen:  Verb Conjugation 
                Wortschatz Kapitel 1 
Quiz am Montag! 

 
Mo, den 
24. 9 

 
1   QUIZ heute!  Verben 
     Die Schule und Uni 
     Die Zeit  /  Ein Stundenplan 

6/ aufschreiben Situation 6   S. 54     
(write answers in formal and informal time) 
Lernen:  Wortschatz Kapitel 1 
AB:  Schule und Universität 

 
Mi, den 
26. 9 

1   Separable Prefix Verbs 
     Tagesablauf 
     Wortstellung (word order) 

7/ aufschreiben Situation 12  S. 58 
AB:  Tagesablauf 

 
Fr, den 
28. 9 

 
1    Persönliche Daten 8/ aufschreiben Situation 14  S. 62 

AB:  Persönliche Daten 



      KLI  S. 55 
      Mehr Verben!! 

Lesen: „Brief eines Internats...“  S. 59 
EX/ aufschreiben Teil B & C S. 60 
QUIZ am Montag! 

 
Mo, den 
1. 10 

 
1   QUIZ heute!  (Trennbare Präfix Verben) 
     Situation 16 

9/ aufschreiben Übung 11  S.77 
AB:  Aussprache & Orthographie 1. und. 2. 
Lesen:  “Guten Tag, Ich heiße…”  S. 64-65 

 
Mi, den  
3. 10 

 
1   Vor dem Lesen S. 64 
     Text: “Guten Tag, Ich heiße…” 67-68 
     Wiederholung 

 
AB: Kulturecke/Aufsatz-Training A & B  
Arbeitsbuch Kapitel 1 für Montag!  
Any late Arbeitsbuch WILL NOT be  
                    accepted! 

Fr, den  
5. 10 

Frei!  Keine Klasse!  Herbstpause Lernen:  Wortschatz Kapitel 2 
 

 
Mo, den 
8. 10 

 
Arbeitsbuch Kapitel 1 für heute!  
2    Was hast du? 
      Besitz   
      Der Akkusativ (Accusative) 
      KLI  ‚Der Euro’ 

10/ aufschreiben Übung 2  S. 99 (You must  
            write 8 complete sentences.) 
Lernen:  Wortschatz Kapitel 2 
                 und das Akkusativ!! 
AB:  Besitz 

 
Mi, den 
10. 10 

2     Mehr mit Akkusativ 
       kein/mein/dein usw. 
       Situation 3 
       Ich möchte… 

 

Prüfung Kapitel 1 am Freitag! 

 
Fr, den 
12. 10 

 
Prüfung Kapitel 1 HEUTE! 11/ aufschreiben Übung 4 S.101 

Lernen:  Accusative Case with  
               possessive adjectives 
QUIZ am Montag!! 

 
Mo, den 
15. 10 

 
2     Quiz heute!  (Wortschatz) 
       Was möchtest du? 
       Kleidung und Aussehen 

AB:  Geschenke/ 
         Kleidung und Aussehen 

 
Mi, den 
17. 10 

 
2     Vergnügen  S. 91 
       Verben mit Vokalwechsel 
       (stem-vowel changing verbs) 

12/ aufschreiben: 8 complete sentences with 
         a different stem-vowel changing verb  
         in each sentence 
AB:  Vergnügen / Aussprache (1.u 2.) 

 
Fr, den 
19. 10 

 
2     Mehr Vokalwechselverben! 
       Imperativ 
       KLI  S. 93 

13/ aufschreiben Situation 4  S. 82 
AB: Orthographie (1. und  2. Teil) 
Quiz am Montag! 
 

 
Mo, den 
22. 10 

 
2     QUIZ   HEUTE!  (Vokalwechselverben) 
       Porträt S. 90-91 

14/ aufschreiben Übung 10 S.106 
Lesen:  “Ringe fürs Leben..” S. 85-86 



     EX/ aufschreiben Teil B S. 86 
AB:  Kulturecke 
 

 
Mi, den 
24. 10 

 
2    Wiederholung AB:  Aufsatztraining 

AB Kapitel 2 due Freitag!! 
Lernen:  PRÜFUNG am Freitag!!! 

 
Fr, den 
26. 10 

 
Arbeitsbuch Kapitel 2  HEUTE!!!! 
Kapitel 2 Prüfung  EXAM!!! 

Lernen:  Wortschatz Kapitel 3 
 

 
Mo, den 
29. 10 

 
3  Talente und Pläne 
     Modalverben 
     Situation 2         

15/ aufschreiben Übung 2 S.131 
AB:  Talente und Pläne 
Lernen:  Wortschatz Kapitel 3 

 
Mi, den 
31. 10 

 
 3  Mehr Modalverben 
     Pflichten  
     KLI: Das Schuljahr  S. 126   
     Situation 5 & 6 

16/ aufschreiben:  Write 8 sentences.  Use  
               each modal verb at least one time.  
AB:  Pflichten 
Quiz am Freitag!!! 

 
Fr, den 2. 
2. 11 

 
3   QUIZ HEUTE!!  Modalverben 
     Ach wie nett  
     Personal Pronomen (Pronouns) 
      

17/ aufschreiben Situation 9  S.119 
AB: Ach wie nett 

Mo, den 
5. 11 

3   Körperliche Verfassung 
     Wortstellung – Nebensätze  
     (Subordinating Clauses) 

AB: Körperliche und geistige   
        Verfassung 

 
Mi, den 7. 
7. 11 

 
3   Wortstellung – Nebensätze 
     Situation 14 & 15 

18/ aufschreiben Übung 9  S. 136 
AB: Aussprache und Orthographie  
Quiz am Freitag! 
 

Fr, den 
9. 11 

3  Quiz HEUTE!  (Nebensätze) 
     KLI : Jugendschutz S. 118 
     Video 

AB: Kulturecke 
Lesen:  „Die PISA Studie“  S. 122 
EX/ aufschreiben Arbeit... Text S. 122 
 

 
Mo, den 
12. 11 

 
3   Situation 9 
     Wiederholung 

AB: Aufsatz-Training 
AB Kapitel 3 für Mittwoch!!! 
Prüfung Kapitel 3 am Mittwoch! 

 
Mi, den 
14. 11 

 
Arbeitsbuch Kapitel 3  HEUTE!!!! 
Kapitel 3 Prüfung  EXAM!!! 

Lesen: Wortschatz Kapitel 4 
Lernen: Die Verben: haben und sein 

 
Fr, den 
16. 11 

 
4    Alltag 
      Perfekt – the Present Perfect 

Lernen: Wortschatz Kapitel 4 
AB: Alltag 



      haben und sein 
 
Mo, den 
19. 11 

 
4   Urlaub und Freizeit 
     Mehr Perfekt!! 

19/ aufschreiben Übung 5  S. 164 
AB: Urlaub und Freizeit 

 
Mi, den 
21. 11 
Fr, den  
23. 11 

 
Keine Klasse!  Erntedankfestferien!! AB:  Aussprache (1. und 2. Teil) 

        Orthographie (1. und 2. Teil) 

Mo, den 
26. 11 

4   Wann hast du Geburtstag? 
     Daten 
     KLI: Feiertage S. 153 

20/ aufschreiben Übung 9  S. 168-169 
AB: Geburtstage und Jahrestage     
QUIZ  am Mittwoch! 

 
Mi, den 
28. 11 

 
4   QUIZ  HEUTE!! 
     Mehr mit Perfekt 
     Jahrestage 
     Situation 8 

21/ aufschreiben Write 10 sentences in the  
              present perfect, using each verb  
              (past participle) only one time.   
 

 
Fr, den 
30. 11 

4   Ereignisse 
     KLI: Universität und Studium S. 156 

AB:  Ereignisse       

 
Mo, den 
3. 12 

 
4   Porträt S. 149 
     Video 

AB: Aufsatz-Training  
AB Kapitel 4 für Mittwoch!!! 

 
Mi, den  
5. 12 

 
Wiederholung 
Arbeitsbuch Kapitel 4 HEUTE!!! 

Mündliche Prüfungen am  
DONNERSTAG  und  FREITAG.   
Sign – up for your exam time. 

 
Do, den 
6. 12 und  
Fr, den  
7. 12 

 
Mündliche Prüfungen      

 
LERNEN!!! 
Schlußprüfung  - Kapitel 4   
 

  

FINAL EXAMS 
 

 

Schluß- 
  prüfung 

8.00 - 8.50  MWF  (section 001)  
Donnerstag, den 13. Dezember 2007 
The date and time WILL NOT be changed.  
DO NOT ask for special accommodations! 

FAC  256 
 
8.00 – 10.00am 

Schluß- 
  prüfung 

12.40 – 1.35 MWF   (section 002) 
Freitag, den 14. Dezember 2007 
The date and time WILL NOT be changed.  
DO NOT ask for special accommodations! 

FAC  256 
 
1.00 – 3.00pm 
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