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KAP Graduates Two from Circle of Support 
 

This is an exciting time for our graduates; their participation has set a new precedence and   

inspiration for new students entering the program, as well as leadership for the current          

students. The KAP staff wishes them both the best of luck in their future endeavors!  

BC McCandless is one of the participants graduating this     

December! He will receive a Bachelor’s degree in     

Communications. He has been working very hard and 

preparing for the next chapter in his life. KAP looks     

forward to supporting BC as he enters the post graduate 

life.  

Brian Applehaus is the other participant graduating this 

December! He will receive an Associate’s degree in      

Interdisciplinary Studies with an emphasis in the arts. He 

has also been preparing for graduation and entering the 

workforce.  

 

Congratulations to the KAP graduates!  

We are proud of you! 

Upcoming Events 
 

Dec. 21st to Jan. 4th- Christmas/Winter                    
                                                Break               
Jan. 25, 2010- WKU classes resume   
            
Feb.  8, 2010-KAP  Spring  Program  
                                               begins 

Left: Brian Appelhause with mentor Kelsey 

Beach at KAP Christmas Party. 

Above: BC McCandless gives his farewell 

speech at the KAP Alliance Awards.  



Alliance Awards 
  

The Kelly Autism Program recognized local 

businesses on November 4th at the annual    

Alliance Awards. The businesses received 

plaques from the Program for their continued 

support. Local business members,            

community organizations, faculty, and staff 

mingled and enjoyed      refreshments during 

the ceremony. The Kelly Autism Program 

wants to sincerely thank the community    

partners for their continued support. The 

number of recipients more than tripled this 

year. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Dr. Gary Ransdell presents John and 

Linda Kelly with a photo of the 2009-2010 

college participants. 

 

 

  

 KAP Christmas Party 

 

The annual Kelly Autism Program Christmas 

party was held December 5th at Holy Spirit 

Catholic Church. College participants along 

with elementary participants and their      

families were invited to attend the potluck 

dinner. Staff members were also in              

attendance to help serve, lead crafts and     

mingle with participants and their families. 

The staff used this time to reminisce with 

families and participants about the past      

semester. Everyone enjoyed the surprise visit 

from Santa and his helper, who passed out 

Christmas gifts to all participants and posed 

for pictures. Music was another special treat 

provided by some of the college participants. 

Everyone enjoyed the food and the             

fellowship.   

  

 

Children had an opportunity to visit with 

Santa. 



 

Annual LifeSkills Run for Autism 

On October 17th the Kelly Autism Program 

held its annual LifeSkills Run for Autism.  

The day began with a four mile run and 

wheel chair race, and then concluded with a 

one mile family walk. Despite the cold 

weather there was an excellent turn out    

raising $14,000. This was a big increase from 

the previous year of $5,300. KAP would like 

to extend a heartfelt thanks to all who       

participated in the walk and run, and to the 

numerous volunteers that made this event 

such a success. We are looking forward to 

watching this event grow even bigger next 

year! A special thanks to Brian Packard, the 

race director. 

 

 Christmas Cards  

  

The elementary and middle school            

participants have been working hard to     

prepare our 2009 Christmas cards. The        

designs are created by these students and then 

a panel of parents’ (judges) is selected to 

choose which cards they want to see! Staff 

members have been selling them by the     

bundles to family members and classmates! 

Thank you to all those families who have 

bought or sold! There are a few packs if you 

wish to purchase. Contact the Kelly Autism 

Program for details. The cards were a success 

again this year! Thanks to all who bought! 

Collin Tomes (KAP participant) and his 

mother Brookie raised $1,5000 for the Run 

for Autism. Thank you Brookie and Collin. 

Pictured above are: Brookie Tomes, Brian 

Packard, Collin Tomes and Dr. Marty    

Boman. 

Rachel Pierce (college participant) and 

Alok  Amroatkar (KAP staff) enjoy a brisk 

walk. 

Briana Rone and Axel (BG Hot Rods   

mascot) walk hand–in-hand for the Run 

for Autism. 



                    

 Director’s Corner 

Written By: Marty Boman 
 

Fall semester is coming to an end quickly at KAP, and there is lots of good news to talk about. 

The most exciting is that KAP has its first two graduates from the Circle of Support Program. 

BC McCandless and Brian Appelhaus will be leaving us this December. We will continue to 

monitor their progress as they go out into their chosen careers. We are proud of each of them, 

and wish them the best. There are four new participants starting in January to replace the 

graduates. 

The LifeSkills Run for Autism was a huge success increasing their proceeds to KAP from 

$5,300 to $14,000. Brian Packard did an amazing job with his organizational skills; he has 

great plans already in motion with the addition of 10-year old Dylan Beckham leading the 

Walk next year. We are sure that this next year will definitely increase in runners and walkers. 

Also, the Alliance Awards were a huge success thanks to the huge number of organizations, 

businesses, university programs and faculty members that supported the program. This is so 

rewarding to see the number of awards more than triple in one year! This is the greatest     

community that is constantly supporting KAP! 

As the year ends, I would like to thank some special people who make this program what it is: 

Sarah McMaine, Program Manager; Lou Ann Sanford, Office Associate; the graduate           

assistants; and all of the staff. This program is what it has grown to be due to all of your work. 

Also, thank you to all the parents for sharing your children with us. 

My wish to each and everyone is that you remember the reason for this season and enjoy your 

family and friends. We will be ready to start again in January! Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year to everyone. 

 Scholarships and Charitable Giving 
As always, we ask that everyone remember KAP  and the benefits that are being brought to the 
community.  KAP has an endowment fund or consider us in estate planning and other forms of    
giving.  KAP can also grow through your effort of time, talent, and treasure. 

Merry Christmas  
 & 

Happy New Year 
 

From: Kelly Autism Program  Staff 


