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Greer receives WKU educator award
By Karah Wilson Messenger-Inquirer
May 9, 2023

Owensboro High School theater teacher Carolyn Greer received the Western Kentucky University
Distinguished Educator Award for Visual and Performing Arts on Monday.

“I’m shocked; I’m truly honored and overwhelmed,” she said. “This is not why I do what I do. I do it for all
of the kids.”

Greer said she knew she was nominated and that she had been selected as a finalist, but had no
indication that she had won the award prior to Monday’s announcement at the high school.

“In no way, shape or form did I expect to receive this honor,” she said. “It was a lovely surprise.”

Longtime theater teacher Carolyn Greer, right, reacts to being surprised for winning the Western Kentucky University
Distinguished Educator Award for Visual and Performing Arts presented by Susan Keesey, left, director of the School of Teacher
Education at WKU, and Corinne Murphy, dean of the College of Education and Behavioral Sciences, at the university on Monday
in the auditorium at Owensboro High School.
Photos by Alan Warren, Messenger-Inquirer | awarren@messenger-inquirer.com
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After a 31-year career and 25 years at OHS, Greer said she still has a couple more to go before she can
retire.

“I’m grateful every day that I get to go to work and have this job and to have worked with all of the
children that I have worked with,” she said. “This is not something that plays in my mind. I was thrilled to
be in the top three, but to be this far in my career and receive this recognition, it’s a true honor.”

Greer’s work in education didn’t stop when she left the school building as she has inspired her children,
Grae Greer and Brie Murray, to become educators as well.

Murray is a behavioral specialist at Sutton Elementary School and Grae Greer is an adjunct theater
professor at Owensboro Community & Technical College.

“She has passion not just for theater and the arts, but passion for being an educator,” Grae Greer said.
“She taught us that there’s ways to make everyone feel seen and heard and acknowledged and overall
loved. I think that’s something we’ve both carried within our teaching professions.”

Murray said her mother has taught her that everyone, no matter their position, plays an important role.

“The cafeteria staff, the custodians,” she said. “Every single person in this building has a lot to give and
without them, she would not be able to do any of her jobs.”

Both said she is deserving of this award.

“I cried because I don’t think there’s anybody more deserving of this award,” Grae Greer said. “Mother
aside, she was our teacher, so we see that value, too.”

Murray said Greer works “incredibly hard” for her students.

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C55h80-JcZN24DsruBL7CusAL95eav3DsgNDskRCwkB8QASDKx9aRAWDJzumLyKTsE6ABtduCsijIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBPoCT9DwxbJjMhmOCjERIlBJx5wRV_JTl9zEJEcFljqz2gff_nNsC5dONfWZYq5l9ZwvvZcgwmtFIiXp9_K9UMBmM6BXzKdqfDYMxJJKqTX5t1EN9Zy1PxTeDZvMzU_FpJioHt5fwXvhSlDB5LcPwsRr7To1D3DbmreqngCLngW2Zsgff6iXhIhNkDK3s7t85hKgXQ-reB8jTV7IJvbHdt1_7dbgZbSkt92Iswuewfhk30pcHtFHurdaUVboeZ6hmyyNRPt7xWJj805rsqJzY9DCCsiQaFKOjr28y8MfulTGJ36Xoc3c0x4ZlZZxtLCX3rYlDqEtXOaTAaeqUpIsf-LJJ_xt06FwOMHF36G60DbD9Q0oBs-tvE_kQAX7ybrKBlPWutYjG61qRT3HvgIEH_LOGGZTxwrEHnF7oxo6698cJ2ZH2ZUdJswwX77aJ5gDrdkBimxT7wRCRbyAg0MQtSf1-9UYJXl_ydyCQKKBsFZIE4PMCzf19PQYjlWzwATDk6Kg_QPgBAGgBi6AB5ip05EDqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHANIIFAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgKAQEi9_cE6sQldwbxwMDu-P4AKA4oK6gFodHRwczovL3RwdC5tZWRpYXBsZXguY29tL2V2ZW50L2V0Yy9jbGljaz92bmRyX2lkPTEwNDUmdm5kcl9uYW1lPUdETiZjb21wX2lkPTYzMTk2JmNhbXBhaWduX2lkPTEwMDc1MyZkdmNfaWQ9JmdnbF9wbGF5X2lkPSZpZGZhPSZiZl9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD0xNzMyNTk2OTUxNiZiZl9jaGFubmVsPSZiZl9wcm9kdWN0X2dyb3VwPUJyYW5kaW5nJnJkY3RfdXJsPWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmJyZWFkZmluYW5jaWFsLmNvbS-YCwHICwHgCwGADAG4DAHYEwOIFALQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSSwBygQiDlk4x8v69xLRqjE_XEFu3AgQ91UbCwlv5OgJ6CW4O-GhBxagM6SqbV5lp7cbeVw33tpRVjpqePvLBxFUKdm3rvjLL2plOZRgB&sig=AOD64_0gxsam9LAvf4sPhXxrN4lCzmw2Aw&client=ca-pub-3369781015582479&rf=4&nb=9&adurl=http://breadfinancial.com%3Fchannel%3D3%26subChannel%3DJ%26cmp%3Ddi:gd:aq:bf:he:it%26utm_source%3Dprogrammatic_gdn%26utm_medium%3Dbread_brand%26utm_content%3Dresponsivestaticdisplay%26_campaign%3D2022Q2%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIne7OoKXt_gIVSjcBCh0-oQ64EAEYASAAEgJeg_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C55h80-JcZN24DsruBL7CusAL95eav3DsgNDskRCwkB8QASDKx9aRAWDJzumLyKTsE6ABtduCsijIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBPoCT9DwxbJjMhmOCjERIlBJx5wRV_JTl9zEJEcFljqz2gff_nNsC5dONfWZYq5l9ZwvvZcgwmtFIiXp9_K9UMBmM6BXzKdqfDYMxJJKqTX5t1EN9Zy1PxTeDZvMzU_FpJioHt5fwXvhSlDB5LcPwsRr7To1D3DbmreqngCLngW2Zsgff6iXhIhNkDK3s7t85hKgXQ-reB8jTV7IJvbHdt1_7dbgZbSkt92Iswuewfhk30pcHtFHurdaUVboeZ6hmyyNRPt7xWJj805rsqJzY9DCCsiQaFKOjr28y8MfulTGJ36Xoc3c0x4ZlZZxtLCX3rYlDqEtXOaTAaeqUpIsf-LJJ_xt06FwOMHF36G60DbD9Q0oBs-tvE_kQAX7ybrKBlPWutYjG61qRT3HvgIEH_LOGGZTxwrEHnF7oxo6698cJ2ZH2ZUdJswwX77aJ5gDrdkBimxT7wRCRbyAg0MQtSf1-9UYJXl_ydyCQKKBsFZIE4PMCzf19PQYjlWzwATDk6Kg_QPgBAGgBi6AB5ip05EDqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHANIIFAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgKAQEi9_cE6sQldwbxwMDu-P4AKA4oK6gFodHRwczovL3RwdC5tZWRpYXBsZXguY29tL2V2ZW50L2V0Yy9jbGljaz92bmRyX2lkPTEwNDUmdm5kcl9uYW1lPUdETiZjb21wX2lkPTYzMTk2JmNhbXBhaWduX2lkPTEwMDc1MyZkdmNfaWQ9JmdnbF9wbGF5X2lkPSZpZGZhPSZiZl9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD0xNzMyNTk2OTUxNiZiZl9jaGFubmVsPSZiZl9wcm9kdWN0X2dyb3VwPUJyYW5kaW5nJnJkY3RfdXJsPWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmJyZWFkZmluYW5jaWFsLmNvbS-YCwHICwHgCwGADAG4DAHYEwOIFALQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSSwBygQiDlk4x8v69xLRqjE_XEFu3AgQ91UbCwlv5OgJ6CW4O-GhBxagM6SqbV5lp7cbeVw33tpRVjpqePvLBxFUKdm3rvjLL2plOZRgB&sig=AOD64_0gxsam9LAvf4sPhXxrN4lCzmw2Aw&client=ca-pub-3369781015582479&rf=4&nb=0&adurl=http://breadfinancial.com%3Fchannel%3D3%26subChannel%3DJ%26cmp%3Ddi:gd:aq:bf:he:it%26utm_source%3Dprogrammatic_gdn%26utm_medium%3Dbread_brand%26utm_content%3Dresponsivestaticdisplay%26_campaign%3D2022Q2%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIne7OoKXt_gIVSjcBCh0-oQ64EAEYASAAEgJeg_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C55h80-JcZN24DsruBL7CusAL95eav3DsgNDskRCwkB8QASDKx9aRAWDJzumLyKTsE6ABtduCsijIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBPoCT9DwxbJjMhmOCjERIlBJx5wRV_JTl9zEJEcFljqz2gff_nNsC5dONfWZYq5l9ZwvvZcgwmtFIiXp9_K9UMBmM6BXzKdqfDYMxJJKqTX5t1EN9Zy1PxTeDZvMzU_FpJioHt5fwXvhSlDB5LcPwsRr7To1D3DbmreqngCLngW2Zsgff6iXhIhNkDK3s7t85hKgXQ-reB8jTV7IJvbHdt1_7dbgZbSkt92Iswuewfhk30pcHtFHurdaUVboeZ6hmyyNRPt7xWJj805rsqJzY9DCCsiQaFKOjr28y8MfulTGJ36Xoc3c0x4ZlZZxtLCX3rYlDqEtXOaTAaeqUpIsf-LJJ_xt06FwOMHF36G60DbD9Q0oBs-tvE_kQAX7ybrKBlPWutYjG61qRT3HvgIEH_LOGGZTxwrEHnF7oxo6698cJ2ZH2ZUdJswwX77aJ5gDrdkBimxT7wRCRbyAg0MQtSf1-9UYJXl_ydyCQKKBsFZIE4PMCzf19PQYjlWzwATDk6Kg_QPgBAGgBi6AB5ip05EDqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHANIIFAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgKAQEi9_cE6sQldwbxwMDu-P4AKA4oK6gFodHRwczovL3RwdC5tZWRpYXBsZXguY29tL2V2ZW50L2V0Yy9jbGljaz92bmRyX2lkPTEwNDUmdm5kcl9uYW1lPUdETiZjb21wX2lkPTYzMTk2JmNhbXBhaWduX2lkPTEwMDc1MyZkdmNfaWQ9JmdnbF9wbGF5X2lkPSZpZGZhPSZiZl9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD0xNzMyNTk2OTUxNiZiZl9jaGFubmVsPSZiZl9wcm9kdWN0X2dyb3VwPUJyYW5kaW5nJnJkY3RfdXJsPWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmJyZWFkZmluYW5jaWFsLmNvbS-YCwHICwHgCwGADAG4DAHYEwOIFALQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSSwBygQiDlk4x8v69xLRqjE_XEFu3AgQ91UbCwlv5OgJ6CW4O-GhBxagM6SqbV5lp7cbeVw33tpRVjpqePvLBxFUKdm3rvjLL2plOZRgB&sig=AOD64_0gxsam9LAvf4sPhXxrN4lCzmw2Aw&client=ca-pub-3369781015582479&rf=4&nb=8&adurl=http://breadfinancial.com%3Fchannel%3D3%26subChannel%3DJ%26cmp%3Ddi:gd:aq:bf:he:it%26utm_source%3Dprogrammatic_gdn%26utm_medium%3Dbread_brand%26utm_content%3Dresponsivestaticdisplay%26_campaign%3D2022Q2%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIne7OoKXt_gIVSjcBCh0-oQ64EAEYASAAEgJeg_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C55h80-JcZN24DsruBL7CusAL95eav3DsgNDskRCwkB8QASDKx9aRAWDJzumLyKTsE6ABtduCsijIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBPoCT9DwxbJjMhmOCjERIlBJx5wRV_JTl9zEJEcFljqz2gff_nNsC5dONfWZYq5l9ZwvvZcgwmtFIiXp9_K9UMBmM6BXzKdqfDYMxJJKqTX5t1EN9Zy1PxTeDZvMzU_FpJioHt5fwXvhSlDB5LcPwsRr7To1D3DbmreqngCLngW2Zsgff6iXhIhNkDK3s7t85hKgXQ-reB8jTV7IJvbHdt1_7dbgZbSkt92Iswuewfhk30pcHtFHurdaUVboeZ6hmyyNRPt7xWJj805rsqJzY9DCCsiQaFKOjr28y8MfulTGJ36Xoc3c0x4ZlZZxtLCX3rYlDqEtXOaTAaeqUpIsf-LJJ_xt06FwOMHF36G60DbD9Q0oBs-tvE_kQAX7ybrKBlPWutYjG61qRT3HvgIEH_LOGGZTxwrEHnF7oxo6698cJ2ZH2ZUdJswwX77aJ5gDrdkBimxT7wRCRbyAg0MQtSf1-9UYJXl_ydyCQKKBsFZIE4PMCzf19PQYjlWzwATDk6Kg_QPgBAGgBi6AB5ip05EDqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHANIIFAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgKAQEi9_cE6sQldwbxwMDu-P4AKA4oK6gFodHRwczovL3RwdC5tZWRpYXBsZXguY29tL2V2ZW50L2V0Yy9jbGljaz92bmRyX2lkPTEwNDUmdm5kcl9uYW1lPUdETiZjb21wX2lkPTYzMTk2JmNhbXBhaWduX2lkPTEwMDc1MyZkdmNfaWQ9JmdnbF9wbGF5X2lkPSZpZGZhPSZiZl9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD0xNzMyNTk2OTUxNiZiZl9jaGFubmVsPSZiZl9wcm9kdWN0X2dyb3VwPUJyYW5kaW5nJnJkY3RfdXJsPWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmJyZWFkZmluYW5jaWFsLmNvbS-YCwHICwHgCwGADAG4DAHYEwOIFALQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSSwBygQiDlk4x8v69xLRqjE_XEFu3AgQ91UbCwlv5OgJ6CW4O-GhBxagM6SqbV5lp7cbeVw33tpRVjpqePvLBxFUKdm3rvjLL2plOZRgB&sig=AOD64_0gxsam9LAvf4sPhXxrN4lCzmw2Aw&client=ca-pub-3369781015582479&rf=4&nb=8&adurl=http://breadfinancial.com%3Fchannel%3D3%26subChannel%3DJ%26cmp%3Ddi:gd:aq:bf:he:it%26utm_source%3Dprogrammatic_gdn%26utm_medium%3Dbread_brand%26utm_content%3Dresponsivestaticdisplay%26_campaign%3D2022Q2%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIne7OoKXt_gIVSjcBCh0-oQ64EAEYASAAEgJeg_D_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AY2CpdIs9uWU6BG2oOKPpa096b-IrGk9aoKTwwWXE7jYk4JWXY0xCipCyZE3-ZtumyFUAIBSDTSsEx32s5lTfIXEXXDLpkkN40q6EvbQOrwmPYc3JXzQBRJN_izyQwHgT6RR-t1TCj5rFURbm8xRLg2Kae2w9SjH8YQL1Z1rxqa8xU6Xfnzrcd23RWdGNHfwBpp_vdSHWvErYT7fz4ScfCMQ--mKFPQnl0geVWOF4tofxK1n2u3jXoOvcVnTxim23mmdQpfgXRGVcmwM0EVWB7LHlrgVwNtHTPIAlgrDp40Z3sMeWSpp8TcPmUv4_LzQM4GVnjh6AEAc-B5WikRxZ1gvaaZT-pXFxlJvKN8NTOtN9ILBTtZ614O8F7ZjCpUtX3kNBEukhTGvclgNyzktTLjqIP7xEIhkdoMarb-SdRumWdIvhXAMNItl1QypGX15zeD_Bi20i-Xk7KXZ6sEweUQan6nt74gFotEuCzdt-8UOroXOOkAXKT6RO3AgXifbtIX2yNdcTt43-jplTOvXp6pQkFIdpThyU0Ss8vXjg9_ckYRCFP2QUYQXpJugesNHtNC1eINiq-WSalqY1pdgewWc-hv3sGJhx_0zsbPo4OfMbGDtnWEKyLWcjiM_9GKWf-9U36slXFQ6ySFJTqc9_08kBjwsiOERILsQ5Ld1Db3TuWDx1ZBMSg6WhOU2tlluCYQShGsET3JEZDz5mChySVEz8zrxDHqNrtx_Ic-B4qh4MPJS-kLAICM2WX8mgUWQ6lEX5cW90LfOrQ5BaDIbahAHHZ8L-JTjR-J5F0cYRH1NHMLTOWW0VAQn46DXHaC02BfbtMkV3STaeDrHcAENiAYuyo4akodPZF-X1sHbNUj86aPkBbBPC-ApFJ1NXSFVt8KxKide-edeyiyrpIvh4yMa0j6V_zmZIJabWuHChYaLoOotVOKDB7hTk9h5vmoq6FdI2i5rOgA67vZulI-_UX1wT5RJw8RxlGYQOYfEiCY91upbEyw4sd3cmkWWsQHQiXcLkGgMPy-gePS2to2_0GEqi0S24O20_roK9TXIG_fKnPpBD-IRUlo6OKqnBXS3wFrPrkJhWGJex-RZRH9heP0r5iZrcQi2pz5CgxH7K9L9jcmIPV1m2HzbElk0R3hS1lDJ-26rd5ZLONYkwmGHv7uYedQMgEaDDhBmLx9m2agwQ4QA7XsYuPCC-IzTQAIfm7xhVRKqLt6wrkeUU_ANg4yCLD0WAt49tejgUCQmSkHj4y-kro8qbUqIr7esA3itdnqBrvlxpMPX0fE0qgYkVN89--McgyCIKB7x7Fu8byW_LJdjTqN_2wX3Zqf8l0EGzn1gedDO0q_kKIdzHKZ4YRa7CtXVJ81gBE1bxg38ek11wKpYuAYDh2JhgOM6jMqqL_Z4p-dNf8X01S6BziEehpYP5KRx4BjM0u9rwK6sb7Bkggu8DLDTmcBWFvoeQiU6voG5--ndFJFogr4OVxb2Uqfym0W2lmi-aNf6ABm983FKypho6PtjaiqJnwtRvYeqSCdHlI2_vozKfCOkdONRxw_OmF9MM-MDr1wirDGr4kkzVoNtKTeEHF2mf3tbAasvwSmde4KzbkHWprx7lfk5FZxeFhtgUaWc3ENzdunmbehES2cy23A67ZOKlimpbNmHfpUGW1jbEtGrGFd3fTDKtLVD9Bw1o2oFzO7xSnW9IxhQIKjFxlw9OkZOp04JqOBql_KPPi_JecnpLF7Dom2Hn6XKSJti0lGtIyEITIMWtXaXPazmsjl07pWJQL5ObHcUtdsRsFL3jAMl0jXCjnnKXYmIhxzp3_jqpyCjrywdaKu9F8XSvFC359xRSfMWt-Udale6yKk8O95VbtDeJuwumHofSdmAmWDg0NFVifNs-Uh_5Ww_eT-qaVrZ6atVYRQ0_cqRoonoqRsv_g-7CbBz_UeYovFauYsefrWAdVz4XJi9P1wgLw_AVvBHzskAdDjAZlOGRosDVgt1BQqtDn6HY754svCbb3ehHm_CIhNdiBUUEKKGSIdnrn-a7HrDdQuF-OUGk5XdNzbCT4xOsOL_dq-MfVn_yaX1_qtnyNpsWzCXKg0L5pvDbNBXFMclxOos0FFbu4-k6rveFjs2gb1EId1Ybi3d-pFkEsKYpL_LLgGeWBD4KgCNfC--C_j28E5frn4kO6Tc5NSP-TQw8CLXZ7PCrzvydLXptTkuzDvHZFHkhBR2ITvuXkF6CKGxKFwQqjqFI_TG5eP53fK9YRejbw2N_Ogx-Zkr45ofW9-KxO4Qk_tx-z7fTvXt5NQ5uuSzryicNgRUcrAocFA67W6S4tb4uAb0BU6X2kSGSZpNCIQiznxEzis80uY973Zx0pVLgsDxOhazX0n6YE_rXBA7e8cIUnbIsHytjVUIm-IDwSb-7MCc44RdkX-9h4xl41UyZxJahm5PsxObBQBChhSkgQXPzMj1ni780ks8GPzYpBuEvt1kbXKxzMHdIQ6pTXc5tLUk_Jkp1fSBAhFc8QA7lCKm0m-dPDBsT0GNxK9XdBJUO1OGgvsfrD7iZ39AOQ
https://freestar.com/?utm_campaign=branding&utm_medium=dynamicAd&utm_source=messenger-inquirer.com&utm_content=messenger-inquirer_incontent_dynamic


5/11/23, 7:43 AMGreer receives WKU educator award | News | messenger-inquirer.com

Page 3 of 4https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/news/greer-receives-wku-educator-award/article_66fa5841-2c76-5af5-a8d9-bcf36a276728.html

Karah Wilson

“She makes sure every single student of hers feels seen,” she said. “Anywhere from the tech students
who don’t want to speak very much, to her special education students who she includes in stage.
There’s not a student in this building who isn’t touched by Carolyn Greer in some way.”

Several of Greer’s peers submitted video nominations explaining why she deserved to receive the award.

Former OHS Principal Anita Burnette said she first met Greer was when she came to teach arts and
humanities at the school.

“I wanted to get the drama program and Rose Curtain Players active again,” Burnette said. “She took
that program and brought it back probably better than it was before.”

Playwright Lindsey Price said she has worked with Greer for almost a decade premiering three full length
plays at OHS with her students under her direction.

“Carolyn is dedicated to providing unique opportunities to her students,” she said. “She’s constantly
modeled what it is like to work with a theater professional and pushed her students to grow within this
developed environment.”

Tom Stites, fine arts coordinator for Owensboro Public Schools, said during the 14 years he has worked
with Greer, there has been “wonderful growth” within the theater department.

“The driver there is Greer and her unending passion for working with kids of all types, all sizes and all
talents within theater,” he said. “The thing I cherish most about Carolyn is how she finds talent with
students that I never would have spotted myself as a lifelong educator.”
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