
Colonnade Program Course Proposal: Explorations Category 
  
 
1. What course does the department plan to offer in Explorations? Which subcategory are 
you proposing for this course? (Arts and Humanities; Social and Behavioral Sciences; 
Natural and Physical Sciences)   
 
 PHIL 101: Enduring Questions: Truth and Relativism 
 
 Subcategory: Arts and Humanities 
 
 
2. How will this course meet the specific learning objectives of the appropriate 
subcategory. Please address all of the learning outcomes listed for the appropriate 
subcategory.   
 

Learning Outcomes How the Course Meets Them 
Students analyze concepts, theories, 
methodologies, and practices from the 
arts and humanities in order to 
interpret the human experience 
through literary, visual, and performing 
arts. Courses offer opportunities for 
students to explore cultural expressions 
and enduring questions about human 
experience.  
 
 
 

In this course students learn the fundamental concepts, 
theories and methodologies of philosophy through the 
study of a set of key philosophical problems raised by 
cultures throughout history and across the globe: what is 
ultimately real and how do we have knowledge of it?  
Thereby students learn to apply the tools and practices 
of the arts and humanities in general and philosophy in 
particular (textual analysis, argumentation, marshaling 
evidence) to interpret, evaluate and understand various 
cultures’ and traditions’ engagement with philosophical 
questions about the nature of truth, reality and 
knowledge (some of the most fundamental and enduring 
questions about human experience).  

Specifically, students will demonstrate 
the ability to: 

 

1. Utilize basic formal elements, 
techniques, concepts and vocabulary of 
specific disciplines within the Arts and 
Humanities.  
 

In this course students utilize basic formal elements, 
techniques, concepts and vocabulary of philosophy, 
including the concepts and techniques of argumentation 
(premises, conclusion, validity, soundness, etc.), formal 
properties of philosophical theories (necessary vs. 
sufficient conditions, analytic vs. synthetic claims, etc.), 
and core techniques and concepts of the interpretation of 
philosophical texts (identifying hidden assumptions, 
using the principle of charity, weighing the evidence for 
and against different interpretations, etc.). 

2. Distinguish between various kinds of 
evidence by identifying reliable sources 
and valid arguments.  
 

As a course devoted to philosophical arguments about 
truth, knowledge and reality, this course contains a 
careful and detailed study of valid vs. fallacious 
reasoning, common logical fallacies, a priori vs. a 
posteriori evidence, analytic vs. synthetic principles, and 
the use of philosophical research sources (primary vs. 
secondary sources, etc.). 



 2 

3. Demonstrate how social, cultural, and 
historical contexts influence creative 
expression in the arts and humanities.  
 

In this course students learn how philosophical 
engagement with questions of truth, reality and 
knowledge have evolved over time and have been 
fundamentally connected to philosophers’ historical and 
cultural circumstances.  Consider three examples that 
may arise in the course: (i) students learn how the 
philosophical positions of Plato and Aristotle both 
shaped and were shaped by aspects of ancient Greek 
worldviews (Empedocles’s notion of the four elements; 
Heraclitus’s notion of the flux; the Pythagoreans’ notion 
of mathematical reality; etc.); (ii) then students learn 
how the medieval philosophies of Aquinas and other 
Scholastics were a product of the combined influence of 
medieval Christianity and the rediscovery of many of 
Aristotle’s works (brought back during the Crusades 
from libraries in the Middle East); (iii) then students 
learn how the philosophical theories of Descartes (and 
others in the early modern period) were a product of 
reconciling Christian views with the scientific revolution.  
Students therefore are taught quite explicitly not to view 
philosophical theories as abstract intellectual exercises 
disconnected from historical circumstances or other 
aspects of human experience.  Quite the opposite: 
students get very detailed training both in how social, 
cultural, and historical contexts influence creative 
expression in the arts and humanities (philosophy in 
particular, but philosophy as connected to science, 
religion, etc.) and in how changing social, cultural and 
historical contexts have lead to a variety of distinct but 
related philosophical theories concerning the same core 
set of questions about truth and reality.   

4. Evaluate the significance of human 
expression and experience in shaping 
larger social, cultural, and historical 
contexts.  
 

In the course students learn to evaluate the significance 
of human expression and experience in shaping larger 
social, cultural, and historical contexts by studying how 
philosophical theories about truth and reality have 
shaped and impacted larger social, cultural, and 
historical contexts (e.g., Aristotle’s influence on the 
broader intellectual world of the medieval period and 
Descartes’s influence on the broader intellectual world of 
the modern period).   

5. Evaluate enduring and contemporary 
issues of human experience.  
 

In the course students learn to evaluate enduring and 
contemporary issues of human experience by learning 
both how changing cultural and social factors influence 
current philosophical theory about truth and reality (e.g., 
the relation between contemporary science and 
philosophical problems about personhood) and how they 
themselves can engage with philosophical debates about 
reality and knowledge in their own cultural traditions 
(e.g., students may complete an individual project at the 
end of the course connecting an aspect of the course’s 
philosophical content to their own lives). 
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3. Syllabus statement of learning outcomes for course. NOTE: In multi-section courses, the 
same statement of learning outcomes must appear on every section’s syllabus.  
 
 

Learning Outcomes Syllabus Statement 
Students analyze concepts, theories, 
methodologies, and practices from the 
arts and humanities in order to 
interpret the human experience 
through literary, visual, and performing 
arts. Courses offer opportunities for 
students to explore cultural expressions 
and enduring questions about human 
experience.  
 

Students will learn the difficult task of reading and 
interpreting philosophical texts and arguments.  
Students will also learn to critically evaluate 
philosophical positions and arguments, both in oral 
discussion as well as in analytical, academic writing.  
Students will develop their abilities to read, write, think, 
and discuss critically, as well as develop and 
demonstrate their intellectual independence (especially 
concerning how historically important philosophical 
views of reality and truth relate to students’ own views).  
Students will also learn to interpret the worldviews 
(metaphysical and epistemological) of a variety of 
cultures and time periods different from contemporary 
America.  

Specifically, students will demonstrate 
the ability to: 

Specifically, students will demonstrate the ability to: 

1. Utilize basic formal elements, 
techniques, concepts and vocabulary of 
specific disciplines within the Arts and 
Humanities.  
 

1.  Utilize basic formal elements, techniques, concepts 
and vocabulary of philosophy, including the concepts and 
techniques of argumentation, formal properties 
philosophical theories, and core techniques and concepts 
of the interpretation of philosophical texts. 

2. Distinguish between various kinds of 
evidence by identifying reliable sources 
and valid arguments.  
 

2.  Analyze and evaluate philosophical arguments; 
identify reliable sources; and distinguish between 
different types of philosophical evidence.   

3. Demonstrate how social, cultural, and 
historical contexts influence creative 
expression in the arts and humanities.  
 

3.  Analyze how questions of truth, reality and knowledge 
have evolved over time and have been fundamentally 
connected to philosophers’ historical and cultural 
circumstances.  

4. Evaluate the significance of human 
expression and experience in shaping 
larger social, cultural, and historical 
contexts.  
 

4.  Evaluate the significance of human expression and 
experience in shaping larger social, cultural and 
historical contexts, in particular how philosophical 
theories about truth and reality have shaped and 
impacted larger social, cultural, and historical contexts 
and institutions.   

5. Evaluate enduring and contemporary 
issues of human experience.  
 

5.  Evaluate enduring and contemporary issues of human 
experience, including both (i) how changing cultural and 
social factors influence current philosophical theory 
about truth and reality, and (ii) how to engage with 
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current philosophical debates about reality and 
knowledge in students’ own cultural traditions. 

 
 
4. Brief description of how the department will assess the course for these learning 
objectives.  

 
A. The department will add several questions to the final assignment for the course in 

order to assess how well the course’s learning objectives are being met.  The questions 
will require students to 

a. Utilize basic formal elements, techniques, concepts and vocabulary of 
philosophy. 

b. Analyze and evaluate a philosophical argument relating to the material of the 
course.   

c. Demonstrate an understanding of how questions of truth, reality and knowledge 
have evolved over time and have been connected to philosophers’ historical and 
cultural circumstances. 

d. Demonstrate an understanding of how philosophical theories about truth and 
reality have shaped and impacted larger social, cultural, and historical contexts 
and institutions.   

e. Demonstrate an understanding of how changing cultural and social factors 
influence current philosophical theory about truth and reality.   

B. At the end of spring semester the answers of 30% of the students in each section of the 
course will be selected at random for assessment.   

C. At the beginning of the next semester a faculty member will assess each answer.  The 
names of the students and of the instructors for the sections will be eliminated before 
the assessment takes place.   

D. Answers will be given one of four designations: 
a. Excellent:  The student has demonstrated proficiency in all outcomes. 
b. Good: The student has demonstrated proficiency in most outcomes. 
c. Fair: The student has demonstrated proficiency in some outcomes. 
d. Poor: The student has demonstrated proficiency in no outcomes.   

E. The results will be tabulated and given to the Department Head.   
F. The Department Head will convene the relevant faculty to review the results and to 

determine what steps, if any, need to be taken in order to improve the instruction in the 
course.   

 
5. How many sections of this course will your department offer each semester? 
 
 One section per semester. 
 
6. Please attach sample syllabus for the course.  
 
 See attachment. 
  
Please send your proposal to: robert.dietle@wku.edu 



Philosophy 101  
Enduring Questions: Truth and Relativism 

Spring 2013: Schnee 
 

“Philosophizing ultimately means nothing other than being a beginner.” 
—Martin Heidegger (1928) 
 

“Philosophy is a battle against the bewitchment of our intelligence by the means of 
language.” 
 —Ludwig Wittgenstein (1953) 
 
“My personal philosophy is that everything is more complicated than you thought.” 

—Kwame Anthony Appiah (2007) 
 
Contact Info 
Instructor: Ian Schnee       
Email:  ian.schnee@wku.edu      
Office: Cherry Hall 319C (270-745-5751)    
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 12:00-1:00 p.m. (and by appointment!)   
Course time and room: MW 3:00-4:20 p.m., CH 324  
 
Overview 
This course is an introduction to philosophical problems that concern truth, reality and 
knowledge.  What are the fundamental components of reality?  Is there an objective reality, and 
objective realm of truths, or are reality and truth dependent on the subject and the subject’s 
perspective or conceptual scheme?  Is science the fundamental authority on the nature of 
reality?  If some supposed aspects of reality, such as mental states, or colors, or moral 
imperatives, cannot be reduced to the subject matter of the physical sciences, does that mean 
that they aren’t real?  Can we ever have knowledge of reality?  Topics include correspondence, 
coherence, and deflationary theories of truth, monism, dualism, reductionism, naturalism, 
physicalism, and materialism.  Emphasis will be placed on how philosophers’ view of truth, 
reality and knowledge have changed over time and have been influenced by broader social, 
cultural and historical factors.  We will examine both historical and contemporary readings, 
including Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Descartes, Hume, Kuhn, Armstrong, Blackburn and Mackie.   
 
Prerequisites 
None.   
 
Books and Readings 
There are two required books for the course. 

• Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and Contemporary Readings (5th Edition) by Michael 
Bratman, John Fischer and John Perry.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010. 

• Truth: A Guide by Simon Blackburn.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. 
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Grading and Course Requirements 
There are five components of your grade: 
 

1. Response papers, response questions, and in-class participation: 10% 
2. First 5-page essay: 25% 
3. Second 5-page essay: 25% 
4. Individual project: 15% 
5. Final exam: 25% 

 
Attendance and participation in lecture are required.  EVERY class you will prepare something.  
Some days there will be a short (one-page) response paper due; on days with no response 
paper you will prepare several questions that you have about the reading.  The goal is to always 
be prepared to participate in discussion: offering your own observations and questions, as well 
as responding to others’ comments and questions.  Three unexcused absences from class will 
result in a 50% reduction of one’s response-paper/participation grade.  Five unexcused 
absences will result in a zero for one’s response-paper/participation grade.  All essays, 
response papers and response questions MUST be typed (12 point, Times New Roman font).   
 
NOTE: the 5-page essays, individual project, and final exam must all be completed on time in 
order to receive a passing grade for the course.   
 
Learning Outcomes 
Students will learn the difficult task of reading and interpreting philosophical texts and 
arguments.  Students will also learn to critically evaluate philosophical positions and 
arguments, both in oral discussion as well as in analytical, academic writing.  Students will 
develop their abilities to read, write, think, and discuss critically, as well as develop and 
demonstrate their intellectual independence (especially concerning how historically important 
philosophical views of reality and truth relate to students’ own views).  Students will also learn 
to interpret the worldviews (metaphysical and epistemological) of a variety of cultures and 
time periods different from contemporary America, e.g., ancient Greece, Medieval Europe, and 
Europe under the scientific revolution.  Additionally, students will learn to think reflectively 
and critically about science and the relation between science and other forms of knowledge.   
 
Specifically, students will demonstrate the ability to: 

1. Utilize basic formal elements, techniques, concepts and vocabulary of philosophy, 
including the concepts and techniques of argumentation, formal properties 
philosophical theories, and core techniques and concepts of the interpretation of 
philosophical texts. 

2. Analyze and evaluate philosophical arguments, (including a demonstrated ability to 
distinguish between valid and fallacious reasoning and to identify common logical 
fallacies); identify reliable sources; and distinguish between different types of 
philosophical evidence.   

3. Analyze how questions of truth, reality and knowledge have evolved over time and have 
been fundamentally connected to philosophers’ historical and cultural circumstances. 

4. Evaluate the significance of human expression and experience in shaping larger social, 
cultural and historical contexts, in particular how philosophical theories about truth and 
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reality shaped and impacted larger social, cultural, and historical contexts and 
institutions.   

5. Evaluate enduring and contemporary issues of human experience, including both (i) 
how changing cultural and social factors influence current philosophical theory about 
truth and reality, and (ii) how to engage with current philosophical debates about reality 
and knowledge in students’ own cultural traditions. 

 
Laptop Policy 
Using a laptop in class is a privilege, not a right (unless authorized by Student Disability 
Services—see below).  Students may use laptops for taking notes only, but they must sit in the 
front of the room.  Students using a laptop for any other reason, such as email, Facebook, or 
playing World of Warcraft during lecture, will lose the privilege of using a laptop in class.  Any 
cell phones I see or hear will be confiscated and auctioned on eBay.   
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will not be tolerated; students caught doing either will 
receive an F for the course.1

http://www.wku.edu/~jan.garrett/dptengpl.htm

  It is your duty to know and understand the university’s policy on 
student conduct and discipline.  See the helpful page at 

 as well as 
http://www.wku.edu/undergraduatecatalog, especially p. 29.  All cases of plagiarism, etc., will 
be reported to the Dean and the office of judicial affairs for disciplinary action.   
 
Help Is Out There 
There are many resources at WKU that provide all manner of academic aid and inspiration.  
E.g., check out the free help at The Learning Center, www.wku.edu/tlc, and the Writing Center, 
http://www.wku.edu/english/writingcenter/writingcenter.php (which is located in the 
English Department, but is the place for help on all sorts of writing, not just English classes).   
 
Student Disability Services 
In compliance with university policy, students with disabilities who require accommodations 
(academic adjustments, and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact the 
Office for Student Disability Services in Downing University Center A-200 (phone 270-745-
5004; TTY 270-745-3030).  Per university policy, please DO NOT request accommodations 
directly from the professor or instructor without a letter of accommodation from the OFSDS.   
 
Tentative Schedule  
 

Week 1: Introduction and Plato’s Republic (selections) 
Week 2: Plato’s Phaedo (selections) and selections from pre-Socratics 
Week 3: Aristotle’s Categories and De Anima (selections) 
Week 4:  Aquinas Summa Theologica (selections) 
Week 5: Descartes’s Meditations (1st and 2nd) 

                                                 
1 From the Undergraduate Catalogue: “Academic Dishonesty—Students who commit any act 
of academic dishonesty may receive from the instructor a failing grade in that portion of the 
coursework in which the act is detected or a failing grade in the course without possibility of 
withdrawal” (my underlining; p. 29).   

http://www.wku.edu/~jan.garrett/dptengpl.htm�
http://www.wku.edu/undergraduatecatalog�
http://www.wku.edu/tlc�
http://www.wku.edu/english/writingcenter/writingcenter.php�


Phil 101 Syllabus 4 

Week 6: Descartes Meditations (selections from 6th) and movie: The Matrix 
Week 7: Hume’s Enquiry 
Week 8: Hume’s Enquiry and Dialogues 
Week 9: Hume’s Dialogues 
Week 10: Kuhn’s The Structure of Scientific Revolutions 
Week 11: Kuhn continued 
Week 12: Theories of truth and scientific realism 
Week 13: Locke and Hume on personal identity 
Week 14: Williams and Parfit on personal identity 
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