
Provost’s Budget Advisory Committee (comprehensive nomination list) 

1. Indudeep Chhachhi* (Finance) 
2. Eric Reed* (History) 

 
3. Eric Bain-Selbo (Philosophy and Religion; Dept. Head) 
4. Niko Endres (English) 
5. Claus Ernst (Mathematics) 
6. Peter Hamburger (Mathematics) 
7. Tom Hunley (English) 
8. Guy Jordan (Art History) 
9. David Keeling (Geography and Geology; Dept. Head) 
10. Harold Little (Accounting) 
11. Michelle Trawick (Economics; Assoc. Dean, GFCB) 

*(University Senate representatives to the current Budget Council; already accepted members on 
the new Budget Advisory Committee) 

 



February 3, 2014 
 
 
 
To: Margaret Crowder 
From: Eric Bain-Selbo 
Re: Budget Advisory Committee 
 
I am writing to offer to serve on the Budget Advisory Committee. I am enthusiastic about the 
opportunity to serve in this capacity, and would be honored to do so. 
 
I have been a scholar of higher education for some time, as reflected in my research and my professional 
activity. Each of my three books touch on important aspects of higher education. I have given numerous 
presentations that focus on the challenges and purposes of higher education—including presentations 
at the American Democracy Project meetings (American Association of State Colleges and Universities) 
and annual meetings of the Association of American Colleges and Universities. At the 2014 AACU 
meeting in January, I gave a presentation on the intrinsic value of a liberal arts education and co-chaired 
a seminar on the deep moral questions at the heart of the mission of higher education. Even when not 
presenting, I have been a regular attendee at ADP (AASCU) and AACU meetings. 
 
Since 2001, I have been a member of the Society for Values in Higher Education—an organization that 
promotes inquiry about the values of higher education and encourages the intentional integration into 
curricula and classes the values that are central to a more just and vibrant democracy. Over the years I 
have served SVHE in a number of capacities, most recently as its Executive Director. In that capacity I 
was able to negotiate the move of the national office to WKU and spearheaded a number of new 
initiatives. 
 
I also am committed to the preservation and enhancement of effective teaching and research. I am a 
member of the American Association of University Professors, and I am delighted to be part of the 
revitalization of the chapter here at WKU. I consider myself, first and foremost, a faculty member. 
 
As someone from a modest background who graduated from an affordable public university, I am aware 
of the transformative power that public higher education can play in the lives of our students. As we all 
know, that power can be supported and enhanced by wise budgetary action or it can be hindered and 
debilitated by budgetary action. My goal on this committee is to contribute to the effort to make the 
budget process as conducive as possible to student success and faculty effectiveness. 
 
Sincerely, 
Eric Bain-Selbo 
Professor and Department Head 
Philosophy and Religion 
Western Kentucky University 





          Feb 3,2014 

 

 

I am interested in a seat on the Budget Advisory Committee to the Provost. 

I have a strong record as an advocate for faculty on both the senate and the benefits 

committee – see my summary of relevant university service below. In the difficult budget 

realities facing us I would continue to be an advocate for faculty interests such as total 

compensation (salary and benefits), teaching loads and promotion.  

Thanks for you consideration 

 

 

Claus Ernst 

University Distinguished Professor of Mathematics 

Department of Mathematics 

      

 

University Service 

 

Benefits Committee (2000 – present) 

Graduate Council member (2007- 2011) 

Summary of Senate Activities 

  Vice Chair (2000/2001) Academic year. 

         Chair: Faculty Senate Fiscal Affairs Committee (1998-1999) 

  Chair: Faculty Welfare and Professional Responsibilities Committee (2002-2004) 

  Senate Representative on the University Budget Council (1998-2000)  

 

 



Peter Hamburger: 

Department Head, Department of Mathematics, July 1, 2006-July 1, 2008, 

Department Head, Department of Mathematics and Computer Science, July 1, 2008- June 30, 
2012. 

Professor of Mathematics, July 1, 2012-present.  

 



Tom Hunley:  
 
I am an associate professor of English (Creative Writing) at WKU, where I have worked since 
finishing my doctorate at Florida State University in 2003.  For the past eleven years, I have also 
been the owner of a small business, a publishing firm called Steel Toe Books 
(www.steeltoebooks.com).  I have successfully applied for a couple of grants for my own 
writing, and I audited Dr. Brian Strow’s macroeconomics class a few years ago.  I spent a year 
on the faculty senate and am currently serving on the English Department’s executive committee.  
I have two books forthcoming in 2014:  a book of my poems which will be published by Wayne 
State College press and an edited collection of essays which will be published by Southern 
Illinois University Press.  Those will be my twelfth and thirteenth books, respectively.  My CV is 
here:  <http://www.steeltoebooks.com/books/71.html>.  A biographical statement is here:  
<http://www.steeltoebooks.com/books/70.html>. 
 

http://www.steeltoebooks.com/
http://www.steeltoebooks.com/books/71.html
http://www.steeltoebooks.com/books/70.html


 
February 2, 2014 

 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I write to volunteer for service on the Provost’s Budget Committee in response to the email sent out by 
WKU Senate Chair Margaret Crowder last week.  I previously served two terms on the WKU Senate from 
2011 to 2013, during which time I co-chaired and subsequently chaired the Academic Quality 
Committee.  While the most legitimate expression of the will of the faculty as regards the budget or any 
other important issue is that of the WKU Senate, faculty must nevertheless take advantage of any 
opportunities granted to us to participate in the budgetary process.  If chosen as a member of the 
committee, I pledge to work hard along with the Provost and other committee members to promote 
and preserve the quality of a WKU education.         
 

 
        Sincerely, 
 
        Guy Jordan 
        Associate Professor of Art History 
        Department of Art 
        WKU 



David Keeling:  
 
With 20 years of experience at WKU, 13 years as Department Head, designation as a 
Distinguished University Professor, and prior experience in the 1990s serving on a similar type 
of advisory committee, I feel well qualified to represent Ogden College on this advisory 
committee.  I also have CPA training, with nearly 18 years of business and industry experience 
as an internal auditor, project manager, and accountant, prior to joining WKU in 1993.  I have 
experience also in understanding institutional budgets, asking the right questions about how 
funds are allocated, where they go, and how they are justified and accounted for officially. I 
believe that WKU is in very serious trouble with the way that budget dollars are allocated, and 
we need to bring rationality and focus back to funding and supporting our primary mission - the 
education and successful graduation of our students. 

Dr David Keeling 
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