MINUTES

The 8th meeting of the eighth Senate of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University was called to order at 5:02 PM on October 20, 2009 with the Speaker of the Senate in the chair. 

There were 24 of 32 senators present.

The minutes were read and approved.

President – Kevin Smiley
· We’ll be talking more about green teams. If you’re interested let me know tonight.
· There are some pretentious issues that will be coming up in the regents meeting

· If any of you have opinions about the contract then discuss it with me

· There has been a smoking ban in other universities and we are looking at doing it. They’re putting together a survey for it. It’s something a lot of students already have an opinion about it.

· I’m looking at cataloging some concerns we have with on campus technology

· I’m going to try to stop by committee meetings more often.

· Next out and about is this Thursday from 2-4 in DUCC on the second floor

· If you know anybody who’s interested in becoming a senator let me know. 
Executive Vice President – Kendrick Bryan

· Anybody bring a dollar? 
· We have fundraising events going on tomorrow and Thursday.

· Scantrons are out across campus.

Administrative Vice President – Justin Thurman 

· Org aid is this week tomorrow from 7-9 in the SGA office and next week it will be on Tuesday and Thursday. If you are involved in an organization, alert your 

· Everyone look at pages 4 and 5 in you agenda for the budget report. Page 5 indicates every transaction and page 4 is just the overview. Thus far we have spent over $27,000.

· The first line item: notice the student workers aren’t working for free. I just don’t know how much they are paid yet.

Speaker of the Senate – Wade Pierce


-no report
Staff Reports

Chief of Staff: Eric Smiley

· We can’t get a scholarship for textbooks for the spring semester so we’re trying to get one for next fall

· We’re trying to get more bike racks across campus.

Director of Public Relations: Angelika Masero

· No report

Director of Academic and Student Affairs: Aaron Pawley

· Thank you if you came out to campus cleanup
· Didn’t cost our budget anything thanks to a donation by justin

· Letter writing for up till dawn is tomorrow

· Hall of distinguished seniors we’re going to try to get it done next month
· We’ll have applications until November 13th. We’ll try to put it on the SGA website

There was a point of inquiry by Dave Vickery: Do we need more money for that?

There was a point of information by Aaron Pawley: It will come out of executive budget.
Director of Information Technology: Sarah Howell

· Still working on getting the staff updated

· Friday will be the first meeting of the technology advisory committee

Committee Reports
Standing

Academic Affairs: Dave Vickery

· Tonight’s meeting will be very interesting. We’re going to be looking at the scholar grant application.
· We’re going to try to do a scholar development program.

· It’s all very tentative but it’s just something we can work on tonight at our meeting right after senate. If you have any interest for this kind of scholarship come and help us work out the kinks to make a fair and competitive application.

Campus Improvements: Kaylee Egerer

· Just a quick update on the mural project by Emily Wilcox.

· (showed a picture of the mural)

· Campus cleanup was a huge success the weather was perfect and one of the best turnouts that we’ve had

· I’m looking at later dates for a reschedule of our meeting tonight

· Tonight a bill is up for the endowment of injured athletes

Legislative Research Committee: Eileen Forsythe

-our meeting will be Thursday at five
PR Austin Wingate
· Shantytown is going on right now. it’s a great campus wide activity where you get boxes and build a community

· Organizational email list- many groups don’t know about stuff going on on campus so we’re working on getting a master e-mail list of groups and their contact person.

· Promotional giveaway: we have several promotional giveaways. It is my idea to give them away during homecoming. 

· Meeting is Thursday at 6:30 in the sga office

Student Affairs: Currie Martin

· Bill up for second reading tonight
· We have a bill up for first read tonight and make sure you look over

· Committee meeting at 7:00 in the SGA office tongith
Special Orders
University Committee Reports
Mitchell Stephens came before the Student Senate. He submitted his resignation.
Skylar Jordan came before the Student Senate. 

Emmitt came before the student senate. He submitted his resignation.

Daniel Shaw came before the student senate. He submitted his resignation. 

Judicial Council Report

· Met last week and we’ve had a couple of questions about office hours and we’re planning on making an official decision next week

· We’re still working on attendance and we think we’ve figured out a way to figure out ways to handle it.
There was a motion to table to vote for Student Senator Scotty Davis. The motion passed with one (1) abstention. 

Unfinished Business:

Bill 06-09-F

There was a motion to have the bill constructively read. The motion passed with two (2) oppositions and one (1) abstention. 
The author spoke about the bill

There was a technical question by Skylar Jordan: will this be a onetime donation?

There was a point of information by Kaylee Egerer: it’s a onetime donation now but we’re going to do it this semester and see how it goes.
There was a technical question by Dave Vickery: how’d you arrive at $2,000?

There was a point of information by Kaylee Egerer: we didn’t want to go to big or too little
The vote passed with one (1) opposed and two (2) abstentions.
Bill 05-09-F

There was a motion by Austin Wingate to have the bill constructively read. There was a second. The motion passed with one (1) opposed.
The author spoke about the bill.

There was a motion to vote by Dave Vickery. There was a second.  The motion passed unanimously. The vote passed unanimously. 
Resolution 01-09-F

There was a motion to have the bill constructively read. There was second.

The motion passed with four (4) opposed. 

The author spoke about the bill.

There was a technical question by Dave Vickery: should all of the committees be listed as sponsors?
The bill passed unanimously.
Bill 07-09-F

There was a motion by Austin Wingate to have the bill constructively read. There was a second. There was a division with sixteen (16) in favor and four (4) opposed. The motion passed.
The author spoke about the Bill. 

There was a technical question by Dave Vickery: in the purpose and therefore clause we are allocating different amounts of money.

The author accepted this as a friendly amendment.
There was a technical question by Skylar Jordan: is ROTC open to any student?

There was a point of information by Austin Wingate: any student can join if you take the classes.
There was a technical question by Daniel Shaw: if a person was to come out and say there were gay, would they lose their scholarship?

There was a point of information by Austin Wingate: I’d say probably not. We lose our scholarships if we don’t pass our tests.
There was a technical question by Jerebeth Lucas: would it be possible for this group to apply for org aid?
There was a point of information by Dave Vickery: this ranger program is actually an inactive student organization. They can apply for org aid but they’re inactive.
There was a point of information by Austin Wingate: ROTC doesn’t have certain officers. 
Debate

There was a technical question bye Eileen Forsythe: when does the event happen? Do you have to have the money by a certain time?
There was a point of information by Austin Wingate: not really, how long would procedures take?

There was a point of information by Justin Thurman: I don’t see is happening by this event.
There was a point of information by Skylar Jordan: I’m going to speak against this bill because we do have organizational aid. Don’t ask don’t tell can be enforced in ROTC. I don’t want to come off as antimilitary because I have siblings in the military.

There was a point of information by Dave Vickery: this would set a precedent for loopholes to org aid. I really think it’s unfair to the other student organizations. They’re requesting for more money than they would get with org aid. In an effort to stay consistent, I think that we should not be in favor of this bill. 

There was a technical question by Lauren Bell: you said you don’t have presidents and stuff so would you be able to get org aid?

There was a point of information by Justin Thurman: I don’t understand why you are so worried about the leadership part of this it really isn’t that big of a deal. The hilltopper ranger battalion is listed as an inactive student organization. Org Aid interviews are every week.

There was a point of information by Eileen Forsythe- it sounds like org aid isn’t going to discriminate against your organization.
Dave Vickery moved to end debate. There was one opposed. Debate was ended. The vote failed with one (1) abstention and one (1) in favor.

New Business

Old Business-

Justin Thurman- 

Bowling Green City Commission report

Presidential approvals:

The vote passed with one (1) abstention.

Announcements

Skylar Jordan: I’m going to go ahead and say I agree with a lot of things by 3 friends said. SGA can do a lot of good and I’ve been here for a long time. I’ve seen a lot of amazing things come from this body. We all just need to pick up the slack. 

Kendrick Bryan: penny wars is Thursday

Dave Vickery: come to my committee meeting

Kevin Smiley: as far at Mitchell Stephens comments, that is unfounded. I think he’s taken a personal situation and somehow turned it into a political issue. I think the things that we’ve been doing are obvious in my reports. Things are happening and leadership is happening as well. Green, blue book initiative, the outs and abouts are about the working class. Leadership is coming from all of us and I’m here and I want to do some good.

Daniel Shaw; I never intended to say that SGA does absolutely nothing… it was rhetoric. SGA is not in optimal use of your time if you’re looking to make a difference.

Currie Martin: start going to committee meetings. I don’t really understand what Daniel is talking about but whatever. 

Justin Thurman: there are three openings on the org aid board. 

Wade: I’m a little sad that this had to happen before special orders. My office is always open to you. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:02 pm

Ann-Blair Thornton, Secretary of the Senate
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