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	Type of Action
	Description of Item and Contact Information

	Information
	Revise a Certification Policy-Requirements for Recommendation for Initial Certification at the Baccalaureate Level
Contact:  Retta Poe, retta.poe@wku.edu, 5-4662 or Janet Applin, janet.applin@wku.edu

	
	


Proposal Date: 01/26/2012
College of Education and Behavioral Sciences

School of Teacher Education
Proposal to Revise a Certification Policy

(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Retta E. Poe, retta.poe@wku.edu, 745-4662, or Janet Applin, janet.applin@wku.edu, 745-4662
1.
Identification of policy: Policy on Requirements for Recommendation for Initial 
Certification at the Baccalaureate Level (including post-baccalaureate certification-only 
programs)
2.
Statement of current policy:

To be recommended for initial certification at the baccalaureate level (including post-
baccalaureate certification-only programs), an applicant must document:

· Completion of an approved program in each desired certification area(s);

· Passing score(s) on the PRAXIS II exam(s) or other assessments required for each desired teaching area(s);
· Achievement of at least a 2.5 GPA overall, in each major(s) and minor(s), and in professional education courses; and

· Attainment of at least a “C” in each professional education course, including EDU 489 and student teaching.

3.
Statement of proposed policy:

To be recommended for initial certification at the baccalaureate level (including post-
baccalaureate certification-only programs), an applicant must document:

· Completion of an approved program in each desired certification area(s);

· Passing score(s) on the PRAXIS II exam(s) or other assessments required for each desired teaching area(s);
· Achievement of at least a 2.75 GPA overall, in each certifiable major(s) and minor(s), and in professional education courses; and

· Attainment of at least a “C” in each professional education course, including EDU 489 and student teaching.

4.
Rationale for proposed revision: The state has revised regulations regarding the minimum GPA 
for admission to teacher education and admission to student teaching; in both cases, the minimum 
is being raised to 2.75. The proposed policy will make the end-of-program GPA (i.e., at time of 
recommendation for initial certification) consistent with the GPAs required at program admission 
and at mid-program. The proposed minimum GPA is also aligned with SB1 mandates for 
improving P-12 student achievement and with NCATE’s Report of the Blue Ribbon Panel on 
Clinical Preparation and Partnership for Improved Student Learning. Finally, the proposed 
minimum GPA will make WKU’s policy consistent with those of other state institutions (e.g., 
UK, EKU) that already require a 2.75 both at admission to professional education and at the time 
of the recommendation for initial certification.
5.
Impact of proposed policy on existing academic or non-academic policies: Other revisions will also be necessary in WKU’s teacher admission policy and student teaching admission policy. Proposals to make these revisions will be forthcoming. 
6.
Proposed date of implementation: The revised policy will apply to baccalaureate-level initial 
certification candidates admitted to professional education beginning September 1, 2012, and 
thereafter.
7.
Dates of approval:


School of Teacher Education




___02/10/12_______


CEBS Curriculum Committee




___02/28/12_______


Professional Education Council




___03/14/12_______


Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (for information)

_________________


University Senate (for information)



_________________
