01/26/2012

College of Education and Behavioral Sciences

School of Teacher Education

Proposal to Revise A Program

(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Retta Poe, retta.poe@wku.edu, 5-4662, or Janet Applin, janet.applin@wku.edu, 5-4662

1.
Identification of program:

1.1 Current program reference number: (various). The proposed policy addition will apply to all undergraduate and graduate programs leading to initial teacher certification. 

1.2 Current program title: (various). The proposed policy addition will apply to all undergraduate and graduate programs leading to initial teacher certification.

1.3 Credit hours: varies by program

2.
Identification of the proposed program changes: 

· Modifies the field experience policy for all undergraduate and graduate programs leading to initial teacher certification.
3.
Detailed program description:

	Current policy
	Proposed policy

	WKU undergraduate teacher preparation programs are designed to meet the University’s standards for baccalaureate degrees and the Kentucky standards for the designated teaching certificate.  All undergraduate professional education programs require completion of field experiences in appropriate off-campus settings as well as student teaching. The number of required hours of field experiences varies by program; however, a minimum of 75 hours of off-campus field experience is required in professional education courses. In addition, all programs require one 16-week or two 8-week full-time student teaching placements, totaling at least 430 hours. Every effort is made to provide teacher candidates with field experiences in diverse settings (based on socioeconomic status, race/ethnicity, language, and exceptionalities of students) in order to ensure that they are prepared to help all students learn. Prior to visiting any school, a student must have on file in the Office of Teacher Services a current TB test, a current physical exam, and a current Kentucky criminal background check. Students are responsible for the expenses incurred in complying with this requirement.
	WKU teacher preparation programs are designed to meet the University’s standards for baccalaureate degrees, master’s degrees, specialist degrees, and certification-only programs, as well as the Kentucky standards for the designated teaching certificate.  All professional education programs require completion of a variety of diverse and focused field experiences in appropriate off-campus Primary-Grade 12 school settings as well as student teaching or equivalent experience. All professional education programs require completion of a variety of diverse and focused field experiences in appropriate off-campus Primary-Grade 12 school settings and school-related settings as well as student teaching or equivalent experiences. The number of required hours of field experiences varies by program; however, a minimum of 200 hours of approved off-campus field experience is required in professional education courses prior to the student teaching experience or equivalent. The candidate is responsible for documenting completed hours, date, and setting. In addition, all programs require one 16-week or two 8-week full-time student teaching placements, or approved equivalent. Every effort is made to provide teacher candidates with field experiences in diverse settings (based on socioeconomic status, race/ethnicity, language, and exceptionalities of students) in order to ensure that they are prepared to help all students learn. Prior to visiting any school, a student must have on file in the Office of Teacher Services a current TB risk assessment, a current physical exam, and a current Kentucky criminal background check. Students are responsible for the expenses incurred in complying with this requirement.


4.
Rationale for the proposed program change: The proposed policy revision is needed to 
bring WKU’s requirements into alignment with a new state regulation regarding field 
experience (clinical) hours. In addition, the policy is now made applicable to graduate as 
well as undergraduate programs leading to initial teacher certification. This addition is in 
response to a clarification from Kentucky’s Education Professional Standards Board that 
candidates for initial certification at the graduate level must meet the same field  
experience and student teaching requirements as initial certification candidates at the 
baccalaureate level.

5.
Proposed term for implementation: The proposed policy will apply to all students who 
begin student teaching assignments (or equivalent) beginning September 1, 2013.  In 
most cases, the policy change will thus affect students approved for student teaching 
(or equivalent) assignments in the Spring, 2014 semester and thereafter.
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