Proposal Date: Nov. 9th, 2014

Potter College of Arts & Letters

Department of Modern Languages

Proposal to Create a Temporary Course

(Information Item for First Offering. Action Item for Second Offering)

Contact Person:  Ke Peng, ke.peng@wku.edu,  (270) 745-5694
1. Identification of proposed course:

1.1 Course prefix (subject area) and number:  CHIN 209

1.2 Course title: Chinese Learning Lab & Exploratorium I
1.3 Abbreviated course title: Chinese Lab I

1.4 Credit hours: 1-3

1.5 Schedule type: L

1.6 Prerequisites/corequisites: Permission of Instructor

1.7 Grade type:  ✔standard letter grade  ____ pass/fail  ____in progress (IP)

1.8 Course description: Guided project-based individualized Chinese language and cultural studies at the novice and intermediate level. Number of credit hours will be determined in consultation with instructor. May be repeated for a maximum of three hours of credit.

2. Rationale

2.1 Reason for offering this course on a temporary basis:
One of the greatest challenges for foreign language learners is that they lose their language skills when they have limited opportunities to practice or use them. This happens especially during the summer and winter vacations.  We have received several student requests for a course to help them maintain their language skills over the vacations so they can work on individualized projects in their major area. In response to such requests, we created this course to provide an innovative way to train students to become effective managers of their own learning so that they will continue to make progress during school breaks, and ultimately be able to function independently in Chinese-speaking environments. However, since we have not offered courses in this format before, nor are there similar courses elsewhere offered in this manner at WKU, we would like to offer it on a temporary basis so we can find out whether it works effectively. This course gives us flexibility in recognizing students’ work in improving their language skills and cultural knowledge in a guided yet self-paced independent learning setting. Individual work will be assessed and credit will be assigned. 


2.2 Relationship of the proposed course to courses offered in other academic units:

There is no other similar course for the Arabic, French, German or Spanish program in the department. There are no other similar courses in other academic units that focus on individualized project-based Chinese learning. 
3. Description of proposed course

3.1 Course content outline

· Guided and evaluated language instruction at the novice and intermediate level.

· Participation in a series of interactive activities discussed and designed to expose the student to various aspects of the target language and culture.

· The compilation of a portfolio of language and cultural work, and reflective essays on the experiences the student gathers.

3.2 Tentative text(s)

These will vary, depending on the prior proficiency of the student and on the number of credit hours the student wants to be enrolled in. Students must engage in the activities and projects agreed upon with the supervising instructor, and performance-oriented tasks and assessments will be created and evaluated. 
4. Second offering of a temporary course (if applicable)

4.1 Reason for offering this course a second time on a temporary basis:

4.2 Term course was first offered:

4.3 Enrollment in first offering:
5. Term of Implementation: Winter 2015
6. Dates of review/approvals:

	Department of Modern Languages
	
	11/14/2014

	Dean, Potter College of Arts and Letters
	
	14 Nov. 2014

	Office of the Provost
	
	


