Proposal Date: Feb 10, 2015
Potter College of Arts and Letters
Modern Languages
Proposal to Create a Temporary Course

Contact Person:  Dr. Sonia Lenk, sonia.lenk@wku.edu, 270-745-2401
1. Identification of proposed course:
1.1 Course prefix (subject area) and number:  SPAN 385
1.2 Course title:  "Hispanic Expressions in the Media"
1.3 Abbreviated course title: Hispanic Expressions in Media
(maximum of 30 characters or spaces)

1.4 Credit hours: 3
1.5 Schedule type:  L
1.6 Prerequisites: SPAN 370 or SPAN 331 and SPAN 371
1.7 Grade type:  X standard letter grade 
1.8 Course description: Analyzes representations of Hispanic cultures and peoples in the   media.  
2. Rationale
2.1  Reason for offering this course on a temporary basis: There are currently limited offerings at the 300 level for students to be able to progress in Spanish at the same time that they fulfill their requirements and prepare to take the civilization and literature classes and the electives at the 400 level. This course is meant to help fill this void. The department is evaluating its possible role as a regular course in the Spanish program. 
2.2  Relationship of the proposed course to courses offered in other academic units:  There might be other courses that use the media, but none providing a background for Hispanic cultures. Furthermore, there are no courses like this offered in Spanish at WKU at this level.
3. Description of proposed course

3.1 Course content outline:
Each topic will include a film, a reading and other media sources. 

I.  Colonialism

    "The Mission"
II. Mexican Revolution

     a.  "Frida Kahlo"

     b.  "Como Agua para Chocolate"  

III.  Revolution/Left Movements
     a.  "Salvador"

     b.  "Diarios de un motociclista"

IV.  Dictatorships in the Southern Cone
     "The Official Story"

IV. Multiple Youth Representations and Perspectives

    "Qué tan lejos?"

V.   Hispanics in the U.S.A.

      "The Family"         

3.2 Tentative text(s): different articles and chapters from these books:
Chasteen, John Charles. Born in Blood and Fire: A Concise History of Latin America. New York: Norton, 2001.

Stevens, Donald Fithian, ed. Based on a True Story: Latin American History at the Movies. Latin-American silhouettes. Wilmington, Del: SR Books, 1997.
4. Second offering of a temporary course (if applicable)

4.1 Reason for offering this course a second time on a temporary basis:

4.2 Term course was first offered:

4.3 Enrollment in first offering:
5. Term of Implementation:  Fall 2015
6. Dates of review/approvals:
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