WKU Police Uniforms
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The WKU Police Department will debut a new look at this weekend’s home football game. 
Amy Bingham has a preview of the officers’ new uniforms in this week’s View from the Hill. 

For the past four decades, WKU Police have been identified by their  feather blue uniforms.  But that’s about to change thanks to an updated look that will more closely tie in the WKU spirit.

Capt. Dominic Ossello \ WKU PD
Ofc. Jerry Corbett \ WKU PD
Capt. John Bailey \ WKU PD
University Archives

A closed circuit television system covering the entire campus is just one of many ways the WKU Police Department has evolved since 1974. 
 “It’s a unique opportunity to be a University police officer.  You’ve got an entire community, a city unto itself that you protect.”
Starting Saturday, officers will be protecting the WKU community while wearing brand new uniforms. 
 “By new I mean a total redesign.” 
 “We did a lot of research, took a lot of time to research the fabric and colors.”
With input from the entire department,  officers changed the patch…
 “It was light blue with a Kentucky seal, really didn’t say Western.  We took Bell tower and placed on the patch. “
The badge….
 “We placed Cherry Hall square in the center on our badge so it’s visible as a landmark for what we are.”
The hat …
 “The old hat was a straw hat that often could bend and looked a little bad.  now it’s a felt campaign hat…”
And of course the most obvious change, switching from blue to gray. 
 “When we travel to football games, we are going to be more easily recognized to be part of WKU and with the police department to be side by side with same color scheme as they have.”
It’s quite a departure from the trade mark  blue uniform but the department felt the time was right to make a change. 
“We’re the same police department it’s just a new fresh look.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]WKU PD recently celebrated it’s 5th five year accreditation from the Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police.   You will begin seeing the new uniforms this Saturday at WKU’s home football game against UAB. 
With this week’s View from the Hill, I’m Amy Bingham.
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