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Anchor Intro: The first week of the semester is winding down at WKU which means
the newly renovated Bowning Student Union has been on full display.

Amy Bingham has more on the massive renovation in this week’s View from the Hill.

Amy Intro: 1t was a tricky two year project that required lots of patients and lots of
moving parts. But the centerpiece of campus, Downing Student Union, is ready to
shine.

Supers:

:08 - :12 Jenna Curtis \ Freshman, Franklin

:48 - :52 Dan Chaney \ Project Manager

1:07-1:11 Bryan Russell \ Chief Facilities Officer

1:31 - 1:35 Andrew Gibbs \ Freshman, Bowling Green

PKG 1:36

7:08 “Everybody needs to have a place to go.”

WKU students are taking full advantage of the newly unveiled Downing Student

Union.

16:27 “It’s a total transformation, it’s so nice and 1 love every part about it.”

There are parts the students haven’t even seen yet like the 24 hour study room.

7:35 “One of the things they wanted was a fireplace and we were abie to put that

fireplace in that 24 hour study space.”

And a recreation facility complete with video games.

10:50 “This area kind of replaces what we had before upstairs with the bowling
alley, we did have a few pool tables and ping pong tables and now students are

gonna get to enjoy some of those same things.”

Project Manager Dan Chaney says hands down, the biggest challenge of the project

has been keeping the building partially cccupied the whole time.

1:40 "That presents a lot of challenges when it comes to keeping services available

for people, keeping them comfortable, inconveniencing people.”

The construction was done in two phases. Chief Facilities Officer Bryan Russell says

a last minute change before phase one helped the process go more smoothly.

5:18 “We had a strategy where we were gonna divide the building horizontally bu

just before we started the project we decided to change strategyand did it

vertically.”

And now the pay off is finally here.

1:25 “The energy from our students, the smells of chick fil a and papa johns again,

ir's really exciting”

“it's a new name for a new place and it brings a better vibe to Western Kentucky

University.”
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The official Downing Student Union ribbon cutting tomorrow will be held at 4:30
tomorrow afternoon prior to WKU's first home football game against Bowling Green
State at 6:30.

With this week’s View from the Hil, ’'m Amy Bingham.
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