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Anchor Intro:  The new year will mean a new president for Western Kentucky University. 
    Amy Bingham has an update on the Presidential Search in this week’s View from the Hill. 
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:13 - :17 Dr. Phillip Bale \ Presidential Search Committee Chair
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20:55 “The search has continued to go well.”
Dr. Phillip Bale is the chairman of the Presidential Search Committee.   A committee tasked with identifying WKU’s tenth president in university history. 
22:25 “We’re trying to be sensitive to the effect this is going to have on so many people from students to staff to family to the community.”
Dr. Bale recently updated the board of regents about the search.  
21:52 “We have a pool of really quality, outstanding, diverse people that are still in the mix.”
21:09 “We did convene recently in Nashville as a search committee in what is widely known as airport interviews for candidates to have face to face interviews.”
21:40 “To be able to meet with them obviously gives the committee a better feel for who they are and what sort of fit they may represent for Western Kentucky University.”
The list of candidates is now being dwindled down even further before having them meet with the board of regents in January.   So far the names have not been made public. 
22:50 “There are still some confidentiality needs.  We have some very high profile people that require a certain amount of confidentiality at this point.”
23:30 “We tried to be transparent and still maintain the quality of candidates WKU deserves.”
And Bale says if someone new emerges as a candidate, they will be considered.
24:59  “Really the search is never over until it’s over.  We have candidates we’ve talked to for months but if someone comes in at the 11th hour we’ll take a look if it’s appropriate.”
The goal is to name a new President by the first of March.  President Ransdell will officially retire on July first. 
26:42  “You do like to have a period where the incoming president can learn more about the university and people they would be working around and we want that to be part of the experience.”
With this week’s View from the Hill, I’m Amy Bingham.

ANCHOR TAG
To find out more about WKU’s search for a new president, you can log onto www.wku.edu/presidentialsearch. 
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