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Western Kentucky University’s Alumni Association has seen significant growth over the past year. 

Amy Bingham has more on why WKU’s 100 thousand plus alums need to stay connected to their alma mater in this week’s View from the Hill. 


Alumni Director Anthony McAdoo says a strong alumni network equals a strong university.  That’s why they are working harder than ever to engage WKU alums all over the world. 

 “For us to move the alumni activities to the south lawn on game day made a lot of sense for us.”
“Tailgate and Celebrate” is the place for alumni to connect at home football games
after four years of gathering  at the Augenstein Alumni Center. 
 “The Center will always be open on game day for any alum that wants to walk in but being here on south lawn puts us in the center of the action. (nat sound-band) There’s an energy and a feel down here that you weren’t able to get just up the hill in the alumni center.”
This is one of many events the alumni association offers throughout the year. 
 “We encourage all local businesses to get involved in WKU activities.  The WKU alumni association is the number one advocate for all things Western.”
Recruiting efforts have been kicked up a notch to bring even more alums into the association. 
 “Our alumni board did a great job last year of jumping in and helping us recruit members.  We ended the year with 15 % growth and membership.”
Even recent graduates are helping spread the association’s mission, to serve and support WKU. 
 “I’m serving the young alumni council.  We had our first meeting today and we have some exciting stuff going on trying to recruit young alumni just like me.”
Plans are in the works for alumni events during basketball season. 
 “We’ve been talking to our friends at the Hilltopper Athletic Foundation and athletics about different ideas about what we can do during basketball season, Obviously there’s a lot of enthusiasm about basketball this year.”
And enthusiasm in general about being a Hilltopper, or more importantly a Hilltopper for life. 
 “It’s fun to come together and celebrate the place that we’re passionate about—Western.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Alumni Association members receive special pricing on tailgating and other events. 
Lifetime members receive 20 percent off at the WKU store.  To find out more about joining the alumni association call 270-745-2586. 
With this week’s View from the Hill, I’m Amy Bingham.
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