
 

 

 

 

WKU Writing Project 

Fall Mini-Conference 

Saturday, September, 23, 2017 

Cherry Hall, WKU Main Campus 

Sign In 8:30-9:00              Sessions begin at 9:05 

Registration Information 
  $25 fee – Project Fellows attend free w/paying colleague 
  Register by Monday, September 18, 2017 
  Register online HERE OR by phone 270.745.6587 
  P.D. Certificates will be available 
  Questions? Call 270.745.6587 or email writing.project@wku.edu 
   

 

 

 

http://www.wku.edu/wp/registrationpage.php
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Session 1 
9:05-10:05 

 
Katie Hopkins, College View Middle School: Analyze This! - Do your students 

struggle with literary analysis?  This presentation will help you learn how to lead 

your students in a 3-step close reading exercise. You will learn how to help 

students extract evidence from close reading in order to write an effective 

analytical essay.  Room 104 

Karen Baker, Ohio County High School: Mirroring with Mentor Texts-Mentor 

texts are an invaluable, free resource for teachers who struggle with teaching 

students how to write clear, concise pieces. Allowing students to learn and 

practice through model-driven criteria offers real-world analysis, strengthens 

reading comprehension, and improves writing development. Mentor texts’ 

strongest asset is its flexibility to fit any grade level, subject, unit, or learning 

objective, while offering a variety of mediums to fit the teacher’s needs. Despite 

the name, mentor texts can range from videos, pictures, songs, poems, articles, 

short stories, and novels. Teachers can utilize mentor texts to teach meaningful 

writing while still meeting curriculum requirements. By studying real-world 

examples in the classroom, students will feel confident in their own choices as 

real-world writers.  Room 121 

Lee Ann Flener, St. Joseph School: Want to Argue? Do your students ramble on or 

give irrelevant information when using textual evidence to support a claim?  

Kentucky Writing Project's Argument Planner and Leeanne Bordelon's Argument 

Highway can be a solution for you.   Incorporating articles from Newsela can 

provide a way to solve this dilemma so that students can improve their skills in 

argument writing.    Room 122 

 

 



Session 2 
10:10-11:10 

 
Heather Osborne, Russellville Middle School: Time for Feedback- If you teach 

writing, then you probably share my struggle: giving students timely feedback. We 

are often reminded of its importance, but rarely are we given the tools to make it 

happen. In my first year of teaching, I wondered if it was even possible. Now I see 

that timely feedback can be achieved when approached strategically and 

purposefully.  I will share some strategies to help you provide your students with 

the timely feedback they need.       Room 121 

Jaclyn Guier, Freedom Elementary School: Revising: The Next Generation - Do 

you constantly hear “I’m done” from your students after they have written one 

sentence? Are you looking for ways to teach your students to revise their work? 

Revising: The Next Generation will give ideas on how incorporating revising into 

your classroom will help students go back and learn to add detail to their writing 

before saying “I’m done!”   Room 104 

Jennifer Dyson, Russellville High School: Structures for Collaboration: Improving 

comprehension through reading, talking, and writing. The idea of implementing 

collaboration into the classroom can be anxiety inducing for many teachers. In 

workshops and during professional developments, collaboration is almost 

exclusively shown in its finished state with students working cooperatively, 

engaging in deep discussion, and taking responsibility for complex individual roles. 

In reality, educators know that it takes time to develop these procedures and 

expectations before we can have a seamless whole group discussion. This 

demonstration will examine the research behind collaboration as a beneficial tool 

for improving student comprehension. You will be introduced to the steps of 

structuring collaboration starting with the individual student and evolving into 

whole group discussion. Using guiding questions, you will see how a simple “In 

the Head” conversation can evolve into a thoughtful whole group discussion with 

opportunities for every student to participate in a meaningful way. These 

strategies can be used across a variety of content areas and allow for scaffolding 

and simple re-teaching when necessary.  Room 122 

 



 

Session 3 
11:15-12:15 

 
Jeongoh Kim, Western Kentucky University: Convergence of the 3 Ms: 

Message•Method•Medium suggests the 3 Ms as a reading/ writing strategy 

applicable to all grade levels. Drawing upon Robert Atwan and Richard Langham, 

this session emphasizes the importance of combining divergent and convergent 

writing for the sake of the “Aha” moment, or the brain’s magic synthesis. Writing 

can be magic if students know how to condense their diverse ideas into clear and 

precise prose by “langhamizing” it through the 3 Ms—“Who is doing what, how, 

and why.” My hope is to elevate writing as a way to reinvent character equipped 

with competence and compassion. As an innovative principle and procedure of 

literacy, convergence of the 3 Ms cuts across reading, writing, argument, college-

ready writing, writing in the disciplines, and even post-secondary literary into 

cultural studies.  Room 121 

Sarah Cross, Bluegrass Middle School: STEM + Writing= Grand- STEM concepts 

and literacy seem like they go together like oil and water, but the integration of 

the two is actually not only seamless, but a key component in reaching the 21st 

Century Learner. They truly go together like peanut butter and jelly.  Room 104 

Hope Watkins, Butler County Middle School: The Notebook- Do you have to arm 

wrestle your students to get them to write a sentence? The Writer’s Notebook 

will help develop your students into eager, voracious writers. See how now!  

Room 122 


