Just like English, Arabic has both cardinal (regular) numbers – “one, two, three….etc.”
and “ordinal” (sequence) numbers – “first, second, third….etc.”
The ordinal numbers are very important because they are used for telling time.  Note, they are also used for all the other functions that they perform in English “the first state,”  “the third class”.   
If you look at the chart below, you will see that ordinal numbers are all formed using the same pattern.  You can see they also have masculine and feminine forms, depending on the gender of the noun you’re describing.  In most of them, you can see how the pattern is based on the cardinal number.  “First” is an exception, as it comes from a different root than the root for “one”, just like in English:
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Telling time:  To tell time, use the word  ساعة  “hour,”  plus the ordinal number (first, second, third)[footnoteRef:1] for the hour: [1:  It is common in speech to hear the regular, cardinal form of the number used  (خمسة   vs.  خامسة )] 

Example:
الساعة الخامسة      -     Five O’clock
The exception is “one o’clock”, which is based on the cardinal, rather than the ordinal number:   
الساعة الواحدة
REMEMBER: Make sure both parts match in gender (hour is feminine) and definiteness (it is, by definition, definite).
	one o’clock
	الساعةُ الواحدةُ

	two o’clock
	الساعةُ الثانيةُ

	three “
	الساعةُ الثالثةُ

	four “
	الساعةُ الرابعةُ

	five “
	الساعةُ الخامسةُ

	six “
	الساعةُ السادسةُ

	seven “
	الساعةُ السابعة

	eight “
	الساعةُ الثامنةُ

	nine “
	الساعةُ التاسعةُ

	ten “
	الساعةُ العاشرةُ

	eleven “
	الساعةُ الحاديةَ عشرةَ

	twelve “
	الساعةُ الثانيةَ عشرةَ


 Then, of course, just like in English, we can add and subtract things to the hour:
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Telling time:  To tell time, use the word  ساعة  “hour,”  plus the ordinal number (first, second, third)[footnoteRef:2] for the hour: [2:  It is common in speech to hear the regular, cardinal form of the number used  (خمسة   vs.  خامسة )] 

Example:
الساعة الخامسة      -     Five O’clock
The exception is “one o’clock”:   
الساعة الواحدة
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You have learned the cardinal (counting) numbers from \ to V--. Arabic also has
ordinal numbers that are easily derived from the cardinal numbers through the (39 and Jdo
system: Simply put ydedl of the cardinal number into 8/Jeld (39 (see the chart below). This
combination produces the ordinal numbers from second to tenth.

Note that the Arabic word for “first” is derived from a different Jdo than that of d=lg
just as English “one” and “first” do not resemble each other, and that dedl of “six” is really
v =3 = yand not & — & ~ , which is a later development of the counting-number six.

The cardinal numbers from one to ten have masculine and feminine forms. Formal Arabic
has special rules about their use, which you will learn later.
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To give more exact times, the following words are used in formal and spoken Arabic, which

vou can hear on the audio. Listen to them, repeat each aloud, and learn. Notice that the 100ts

of “a quarter “and “a third” come from “four” and “three”—this will help you remember
them:

Expressions for Telling Time ﬂ

minute

quarter

less (literally: except)

The word Y] is used to give times such as “five of ten” or
of phrasing this is literally “ten less five minutes”:

“five until ten.” The Arabic way
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This exercise is available online only.





image3.jpg
M2 1ATe I770 Siree | (rmsp or” 60 | sy Mg e
4y ™% ;107 270 Iry fesr° (rsp <rig”
<Ay Irsy IEE7R Siree (e 37 60 | |pmop e 6
43 I 117 Sl ISy [ep 620 | (s (e 6
oy M5y @Sy (Fsp &0 Irep (e
wky M=% (1< Ir19p S<re {rm3e éore

Bururea] o7¢ nok 19EIp oy pue ([Tors®) o Sursnoog ‘pnofe wat jeadar pue
sopdurexa swp JUIDJJIP Y1 01 TSI OIPNE O} U] *+ + | JO Uondaoxa Y3 I pasn 93¢ sToquiny
[EUIPI0 29U} 1Ty [BWIO) UL INQ “OWQ [[91 01 PIsn dJE SISqUINU [eulpIed d1qery udsjods Uy

«SY 1924, E0F ((M905, I8 995, 81 ST oL eym ()

L 602 Ggrer® 9O (g0 e S (frere
R el s s

3" oo Sy o) (6orp €600 o0 (6orp -

A | =Py @) ) : :
Sora § 73 () P 0 © (63 Y

A ST 4 [T §7 € (e (om0 ) (3 S 3)

|0 oRD e e 9 |y’

saquinu arerdordde Lue osn
DSIMIII0 W2AIS JT ‘sosotpuazed UI [erownu oy 9s() *9ouanbas v ur 9de[d J0 J9pIO
1921300 2 2euSIsop 01 sasoypuIEd UT [EFWNU I WOIJ FPqUWINU [EUIPTO UL 93E37)

D I (E (8 1RD)

swerd (T8l B S80 o0 oo revys © |y (M e
[0 § 3ep A3 697 ey |me T Ty (TS
00 § (63 (pee” o0 ey (o (el

(o

QO 6 uossaT





