WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

Office of Research Integrity
301 Wetherby Administration Building
270-745-3360
E-mail:  robin.pyles@wku.edu 
Dear WKU Faculty and Staff,
The Institution Review Board (IRB), Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC), and Bio-Safety Committee have implemented a training program for all research projects requiring approval through each review board. This training will require each researcher to complete on-line course work in their field to obtain certification lasting for three years. At this time it is recommended to complete this training program before the starting any anticipated research. As of June 1st, 2009 the certification is required to attain research application approval from either board. Please inform future students of the program.   

CITI is a web-based ethics training course for those conducting research with human, animal subjects, bio-safety, or export controlled activities. All Principal Investigators, Co-Investigators, and Faculty Sponsors must complete CITI training with a minimum score of 80%. The compliance manager is notified by CITI upon successful completion of the relevant course. Completion records of study personnel should be maintained by the Principal Investigator and are subject to periodic inspection by the committees. Follow are the steps below to sign up for the CITI Course:
· Go to www.citiprogram.org
· Select "Register" in upper right corner
· Step 1 – Select your organization affiliation: Western Kentucky University, and agree to terms of service
· Step 2 – Enter your name and email address
· Step 3 – Create your Username and Password
· Step 4 – Finish registration by answering organization-specific questions
· Check the course(s) you are required to complete

 IRB applicants are to complete – [1] Social/Behavioral Research Course (live human beings) (11 required modules) & [2]Social and Behavioral Responsible Conduct of Research Course (RCR) (8 required modules) (Each of the two modules have been reported to take roughly a minimum of 2-3 hours to complete, please consider this in your research time line)
IACUC applicants are to satisfy the CITI modules pertaining to the intended research and will be directed by the IACUC board. Responsible Conduct of Research Course (RCR) (8 required modules) (Each of the two modules have been reported to take roughly a minimum of 2-3 hours to complete, please consider this in your research time line)
Bio-Safety applicants are to satisfy the CITI modules pertaining to the intended research and will be directed by the Bio-Safety committee. Responsible Conduct of Research Course (RCR) (8 required modules) (Each of the two modules have been reported to take roughly a minimum of 2-3 hours to complete, please consider this in your research time line)
Export Control applicants are to satisfy the CITI modules pertaining to the intended research and will be directed by the Compliance Officer.

If you have already completed the CITI program through another institution with in the last 3 years you may affiliate your scores to reduce or eliminate the need to re-take the test modules at this time. Please sign into your CITI Program.org account and choose the affiliate with another institution option towards the top of your main menu and select Western Kentucky University.
