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Special Thanks to the  

2018 Student Awards Committee Members 
 

Stephen King (Agriculture) Noah Ashley (Biology) 

Bangbo Yan (Chemistry) Patricia Kambesis (Geography & Geology) 

Mikhail Khenner (Mathematics) Doug Harper (Physics & Astronomy) 

Aaron Wichman (Psychological 

Sciences) 

 

Robert Choate and Bryan Reaka (School of 

Engineering & Applied Sciences) 

  



Department of Agriculture 
Dr. Fred DeGraves and Dr. Paul Woosley, 

Department Co-Chairs 
 

 

The Elmer Gray Outstanding Graduate Student Award 
Robert Anderson 
A native of Owensboro, KY and the son of Ron and DeDe Anderson, Robert “Robbie” Anderson 

received a B.S. degree in Agriculture from WKU in 2015 and will graduate in May with an M.S. 

degree in Agriculture. He began his M.S. studies in 2016 under the advisement of Drs. Todd William 

and Paul Woosley with a research focus in industrial hemp. His research is investigating the 

utilization of pre-emergent herbicides, varying nitrogen rates, and nitrogen timing as it relates to 

the agronomic production of industrial hemp for fiber and grain.  Anderson has presented his 

research at the Southern Association of Agriculture Scientists’ Meetings in Mobile, AL and 

Jacksonville, FL.  He was also an invited speaker to Kentucky’s Industrial Hemp Industry 

Association meeting in Lexington where he was praised for his efforts by Agriculture Commissioner 

Ryan Quarles. Just as—if not more—important, Robbie has made a tremendous contribution to the 

goals of the WKU Agriculture Research and Education Center. His service to the facility and the 

Agriculture Department is unmatched by any previous graduate student.   

 

Outstanding Senior 
Thomas Poole 
Raised in Logan County, KY, Thomas Poole is a Senior in the Agriculture Department, 

concentrating in Agricultural Education.  He served 2 years as an Agriculture Ambassador, was 

President of the WKU Agricultural Education Society for 2 terms, participated in multiple 

internships with the KY FFA Association and the KY Poultry Federation.  Thomas spends summers 

working for the KY Dept of Education at the KY FFA Leadership Training Center. Planning to 

graduate in May 2018, he desires to become a secondary school agricultural educator with goals to 

encourage his future students to meet their full potential, become productive members of society, and 

remain lifelong learners. 
 

Outstanding International Agricultural Student 
Austin Akoh Igboyi 
Akoh Igboyi, a student in the Animal Science concentration, grew up in a city in Nigeria. Visiting 

his grandparents’ home in the Nigerian countryside encouraged a passion for animals that turned 

into a desire to study animal science. Igboyi enjoys being a student at WKU, especially the privilege 

of learning from great professors who great lengths to ensure his educational success. After earning 

his Bachelor’s degree, Igboyi plans to pursue a Master’s degree in Animal Science. 

 

 

 



Outstanding Agribusiness Student 
Audrey Barnett 
Audrey Barnett expects to graduate in May 2018 with Summa Cum Laude distinction, earning a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture with a concentration in Agribusiness. In addition to her 

academic achievement, Barnett serves outside of the classroom as (past) Secretary and (current) 

President of the WKU Agriculture Business Club, competes in the Southern Agriculture Economics 

Collegiate Competition, and is a member of the WKU Block and Bridle Club. She received a Faculty 

Undergraduate Student Engagement (FUSE) grant to study farm management practices in 

Kentucky and presented her research at the 2017 KY Academy of Science conference and the 2018 

Southern Agriculture Economics Association annual meeting. After graduation, Barnett hopes to 

obtain a job in the agriculture finance sector as a credit analyst. 

 

Outstanding Agricultural Education Student 
Emilee Graves 
Emilee Graves is a senior from Springfield, KY who is studying Agricultural Education at WKU.  

Raised on a purebred Simmental beef farm, she has shown Purebred and Percentage Simmental cattle 

for the past 15 years and is actively involved in the American Junior Simmental Association and KY 

Junior Cattleman’s Association.  While at WKU, Graves has been involved in the WKU Block and 

Bridle Club, Agricultural Education Society, and Sigma Alpha sorority. Currently student teaching 

in the Agriculture Department at Logan County High School, Emilee hopes to obtain an agriculture 

teaching position at a Kentucky middle/high school. 
 

Outstanding Agronomy – Plant Science Student 
Kelly Eicher 
Kelly Eicher grew up in Allensville, KY on a swine production farm.  He attended Logan County 

High School and is currently a junior Agriculture major concentrating in Agronomy-Plant Science. 

Kelly is active in undergraduate research and is involved with the WKU Agronomy Club. Following 

graduation from WKU, Kelly plans to be a research-based Agronomist. 
   

Outstanding Agronomy – Soil Science Students           
Isaac Brown (co-recipient) 
Isaac Brown entered WKU as a freshman in the Fall of 2015 and will graduate with a Bachelor’s 

degree after three years of study. He has been active on the WKU Collegiate Soil Judging Team and 

will participate in his final contest this spring.  Isaac enjoys being a member of the soil judging team 

since it allowed him opportunities to study soils in various locations throughout the U.S. He feels 

fortunate to work with a variety of people and faculty during his WKU academic career. Brown plans 

to work on his family farm in Ohio County, KY after graduation.   
 

Efrain Fonseca (co-recipient) 
Efrain Fonseca has concentrated his education in Agronomy Soil Science since entering WKU in the 

fall of 2014. Efrain has been active on the WKU Soil Judging Team for the past four contests and will 

compete in his last one this spring.  He has enjoyed being a member of the Soil Judging Team since 

it has afforded him the chance to study soils in different locations around the United States.  Fonseca 

plans to work in the Agriculture industry upon graduation in May 2018. 



 

 

 

Outstanding Animal Science Student 
Kelsy Leppo 
Kelsy Leppo is a graduate of Paul Lawrence Dunbar High School in Lexington, KY, where she spent 

a year studying at Locust Trace Agri-Science Farm.  That experience inspired her to pursue a degree 

in Agriculture and she will complete her Bachelor of Science degree in May 2018. As an 

undergraduate student, Kelsy has been active in Sigma Alpha sorority and served as president for 

the Habitat for Humanity Campus Chapter. She served as an undergraduate research assistant to 

Dr. Jennifer Gill, studying the effects of nutrition on horses with equine metabolic syndrome. The 

study was published in the Journal of Equine Veterinary Science in April 2017.  In the Fall of 2017, 

Leppo received the nationally competitive Gilman Scholarship to support a semester abroad at 

Massey University in New Zealand taking animal science courses. Following graduation, Kelsy 

would like to pursue a Master of Science degree in Animal Science from Utah State University under 

a research assistantship.  Her desired area of study and research includes early reproductive 

physiology and causes of early embryonic death. 

 
Outstanding Floriculture Student 
Emily Smith 
Emily Smith is a senior from Owensboro, KY studying Agriculture with an emphasis in 

Horticulture and a minor in Floristry. She works at the WKU Floral Shop and Floral Design 

Training Center, which allows her to daily follow her passion for floriculture. Emily served as an 

Agriculture Ambassador during the 2015-2016 academic year and is a member of the Epsilon Delta 

chapter of Alpha Delta Pi sorority. Her desire is to one day own a greenhouse and nursery operation. 

 
Outstanding Horticulture Student 
Max Goldstein  
Max Goldstein is a junior at WKU, with a double major in Agriculture and Nutrition/Dietetics.  

Among other campus activities, he is president of the Horticulture Club, an Agriculture 

Ambassador, and vice-president of Phi Upsilon Omicron. He especially enjoys volunteering at The 

Boys and Girls Club of Bowling Green, teaching gardening and cooking classes. In preparation for 

graduation, Max is applying to an internship program in Seattle, WA to become a registered 

dietitian, and for a Fulbright Scholarship to study agriculture and Arabic abroad. His long-term 

aspirations include focusing on farm-to-table education, specifically teaching about the benefits of 

eating locally sourced and sustainably grown foods and their effects on human health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Outstanding Turfgrass Management Student 
Mitch Diller 
Mitch Diller is graduating with an A.S. degree focusing on Golf and Turfgrass Management.  

Originally from Minnesota, Diller is the son of Bradley Diller and a U.S. Navy veteran previously 

stationed at Pearl Harbor, HI. During his time in the Navy, he worked as a diesel engine specialist 

with a submarine crew. Upon fulfilling his duties with the U.S. Navy, Mitch began working at a 

golf course in Gallatin, TN and completed internships at Bluegrass Yacht & Country Club in 

Hendersonville, TN and Yeamans Hall Club in Charleston, SC. When not focusing on academics or 

work, Diller collects vintage motorcycles. He has accepted the position of assistant superintendent 

with The Ford Plantation, a premiere sporting club and residential community in Savannah, GA 

upon graduation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Department of Biology 
Dr. Bruce Schulte, Department Head 

 
 

Outstanding Biology Graduate Student 
Cassandra Scalf 
Cassandra Scalf received her Bachelor of Science degree from MTSU with Summa Cum Laude 

distinction and is a graduate researcher in the Ashley lab. Cassandra was awarded the Dillard/Hoyt 

Graduate Scholarship last year, and has continued to distinguish herself in the laboratory, during 

fieldwork, and as a teaching assistant in undergraduate laboratory sections.  Impressively, Cassandra 

added an innovative technique to her Master’s thesis that lead to an important discovery, which will 

be submitted for publication. Cassandra presented these findings at the Society of Integrative and 

Comparative Biology annual conference in San Francisco, resulting in collaborators from UC-

Berkeley now using her techniques.  She is planning to continue her education in a PhD program 

after graduating from WKU. 

 

Dillard/Hoyt Graduate Scholarship* 

Outstanding 1st Year Graduate Student 
Olivia Gearner 
Olivia Gearner is a fifth-year Joint Undergraduate Master Program (JUMP) student who began 

research her first semester at WKU in the Genome Discovery and Exploration course. She continued 

under the supervision of Dr. Keith Philips, doing a taxonomic study on a South African species of 

spider beetle. She is also conducting molecular phylogenetic studies on spider beetles, which will 

include a month of field work this summer in South Africa. Olivia presented her research at the 2017 

Entomological Society of America annual meeting in Denver, CO, Posters at the Capital in 

Frankfort, KY and at two Western Kentucky University-hosted conferences. In addition to her 

academic and research endeavors, Olivia has tutored at the Student Support Services since 2015, 

leads tours of the WKU science facilities for prospective students, and served as a volunteer during 

the Ogden College Preview Day. 

 

Outstanding Biology Teaching Assistant 
Kathryn Laslie 
Kathryn “Katie” Laslie earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology with a concentration in 

Teacher Education from WKU and applies those teaching skills in her Graduate Teaching Assistant 

responsibilities. In addition to the undergraduate laboratory classes, Katie took on the role of 

coordinator (along with WKU instructor Naomi Rowland) for the WKU-Alvaton Elementary School 

Outreach Program in Spring & Fall 2017 and Spring 2018. In this program, she prepares lessons, 

gathers materials, and travels to the elementary school where she implements the hands-on activities 

designed to get younger students excited about science. Katie enjoys other opportunities to teach 

science, including volunteering to teach and assist at WKU Super Saturday classes hosted by the 

Center for Gifted Studies at WKU.   

 



 

 

Outstanding Biology Undergraduate Student 
Blaine Patty 

Blaine Patty is an honors student who is doing neurobiology research under the guidance of Dr. 

Michael Smith, and has presented research at the 2017 Kentucky Academy of Science meeting and 

WKU’s 2017 Student Research Conference. In addition to excelling in academics, Blaine served as 

President of the Student Rural Health Association, Treasurer of the Microbiology Club, member of 

the Alpha Epsilon Delta honor society, and the Kentucky Rural Health Association. He has worked 

on campus as a Student Support Services tutor and as a Financial Aid Call Center representative, 

volunteers at his church and a summer camp for children with special needs.  In preparation for his 

career choice in medicine, Blaine has logged over 140 hours shadowing physicians.  He has been 

accepted into the University of Louisville School of Medicine for Fall 2018 and aspires to practice 

oncology. 

 

Outstanding Biodiversity Center Student 
Jacob Brumley 
Jacob Brumley concentrated on biodiversity courses while preparing for a career in natural resource 

management. He has earned the distinction of being on the President’s List every semester of his 

undergraduate career.  Involved in research under the direction of Dr. Phil Lienesch, he worked on a 

project examining long-term changes in the fish assemblage of Drakes Creek. Jacob’s honors thesis 

examines the commensalistic relationship between freshwater mussels and madtom catfish, with both 

laboratory and field components. He has presented research papers at the WKU Student Research 

Conference, the Kentucky Academy of Science, and the Southeastern Fishes Council.  Jacob will 

graduate in May 2018 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Religious Studies, and will begin working on a Master’s degree at Austin Peay State University in 

the fall. 

 
Outstanding Biotechnology Center Student 
Dimond Ann Shelton 
Dimond Shelton is a student in the WKU Honors College who is working toward a B.S. degree as a 

Chemistry and Biology double-major and a Biophysics minor. As a freshman, she presented phage 

genome research at the national Science Education Alliance-Phage Hunters Advancing Genomics 

and Evolutionary Science (SEA-PHAGES) conference with Dr. Rodney King. She currently 

researches under the direction of Dr. Nancy Rice, and will present this work at the 2018 American 

Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (ASBMB) meeting. Dimond serves as Co-President 

of the undergraduate chapter of the ASBMB, and is one of five WKU natural science students selected 

to apply for the prestigious Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship. She is finishing her second year at 

WKU, has earned a position on the President’s List for every semester, and aspires to attend medical 

school after graduation. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dr. Dan Skean Award for Outstanding Microbiology Student 
Megan Dillingham 
Megan Dillingham is completing her second year as an undergraduate student, and has earned a 

spot on the President’s List each of the semesters at WKU. As a freshman, she excelled in the Genome 

Discovery and Exploration class and presented her work from that class at the WKU Student 

Research Conference and represented WKU at the 48th annual national Science Education Alliance-

Phage Hunters Advancing Genomics and Evolutionary Science (SEA-PHAGES) conference held at 

the Janelia Farms Research Campus of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute.  In 2017, Megan had 

the distinct honor of being accepted into a summer research internship at Harvard University as a 

rising college sophomore. She made such a positive impression on her mentor at Harvard that she 

has been invited to return to this program. Megan is majoring in Biochemistry and is minoring in 

Biophysics and Mathematics, with career aspirations in the medical field. 
 

Larry N. Gleason Award for Excellence in Undergraduate 

Research 
Haley Austin 
Haley Austin is an honors student whose thesis research is highly quantitative in the area of 

landscape genetics. She is investigating how genetic diversity is partitioned among populations of 

the marbled salamander (Ambystoma opacum) at Mammoth Cave National Park.  This is a 

collaborative project, and Haley’s role is to take the genetic and geographic data generated by other 

students and evaluate alternative models explaining the importance of environmental variables on 

the observed patterns of genetic diversity. She presented her research at the WKU Student Research 

Conference, and will defend her honors thesis in May 2018. Haley is a Biology major with minors in 

Applied Statistics and Mathematics.  She has been accepted into Biostatistic graduate programs at 

several prestigious universities, and is currently deciding where to attend. 

 

L.Y. Lancaster Award for Excellence in Pre-Medical Studies 
Millicent Ronkainen 
Millicent Ronkainen is majoring in Biology (pre-medicine concentration) and Chemistry, and 

minoring in Music.  She received a FUSE grant in 2016 to support her Honors thesis research on 

the molecular characterization of a mutant phage that overcomes a growth restriction imposed by 

certain E. coli host strains.  Millie has earned accolades for the quality her research and presentation 

skills from the Kentucky Academy of Science and the Kentucky-Tennessee branch of the American 

Society for Microbiology.  In addition, her contributions to the ongoing genome annotation efforts 

at WKU have been recognized by her co—authorship on the published genome of bacteriophage 

“Badger”.  She has been accepted into both the University of Kentucky College of Medicine and the 

University of Louisville School of Medicine for the Fall of 2018.  

 

 

*Award made through the efforts of the College Heights Foundation. 
 

 



Department of Chemistry 
 Dr. Stuart Burris, Department Chair 

 
 

 

Nell Skean Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award* 
Melanie Couch 
Melanie Couch earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry from Northern Kentucky 

University in May 2016, and began her graduate work at Western Kentucky University that fall.  In 

that time, she has proven herself to be an exceptional chemistry lab teaching assistant.  Melanie’s 

love of teaching is obvious and her care for her students’ success is genuine.  Additionally, she drives 

her fellow teaching assistants to be better educators by setting a great example in the laboratory 

classroom. 
 

American Institute of Chemists Outstanding Graduate 

Student Award 
Konnor K. Jones  
Konnor K. Jones is a fifth-year Joint Undergraduate Master Program (JUMP) student with an ACS-

certified Chemistry major, and minors in Physics and Mathematics.  As a graduate student, he has 

been the primary author on an article in the Journal of Physical Chemistry, the premiere journal in 

his field.  Konner has presented his research in numerous poster and oral presentations, earning 

accolades at the Kentucky Academy of Sciences and the WKU Student Research Conference. His 

thesis work will seed at least two further papers, and has had a seminal effect on understanding the 

influence of dissolved salt on small molecules in water.  Beyond the lab, he has served as president of 

the WKU chapter of Habitat for Humanity and is actively involved in other charitable groups. 

Konner has been accepted to several excellent institutions to pursue a PhD upon his graduation from 

Western Kentucky University. 

 

ACS Division of Organic Chemistry Undergraduate 

Award in Organic Chemistry 
Dana Biechele-Speziale 
Dana Biechele-Speziale was chosen as the recipient of this American Chemical Society award based 

on her achievements in both the classroom and laboratory.  Dana earned a 3.97 GPA while double 

majoring in Chinese and the America Chemical Society approved Chemistry degree program. Dana 

was one of the top students in both semesters of organic chemistry, and she is a Faculty 

Undergraduate Student Engagement (FUSE) grant recipient.  She recently contributed to a 

National Science Foundation (NSF) funded project with Professor Rui Zhang. 

 

 

 

 



ACS Division of Inorganic Chemistry Undergraduate 

Award in Inorganic Chemistry 
Xinju Dong 
Xinju Dong is an American Chemical Society certified Chemistry major. Her exceptional academic 

record and outstanding classroom achievements in inorganic chemistry qualify her for this award. 

Xinju coauthored three peer-reviewed journal papers and has given one presentation on her research 

project in material chemistry.  

 
Nell Skean Outstanding Laboratory Assistant Award* 
Michala Frederick 
Michala Frederick has been a Chemistry 106 (Fundamentals of General Chemistry Laboratory) 

Teaching Assistant for four semesters. Her students can depend on her when they have questions. 

She also volunteers to assist with activities outside the lab, including Science Olympiad, a 

community science education program. After graduation, Michala plans to attend a school of 

veterinary medicine. 

 
American Institute of Chemists Outstanding Graduating 

Senior in Chemistry Award 
Emily A. Maulden 
Emily Maulden has outstanding potential as a chemist. Her coursework has been excellent during 

her academic career at WKU, and the quality of her laboratory accomplishments is impressive. 

Emily’s work has been incorporated into a study that has been published in the European Journal of 

Organic Chemistry. She graduated in December 2017 with a degree in Chemistry (B.S., Cum Laude) 

and will continue her research in Dr. Donald Slocum’s lab through Spring 2018 to finish a second 

metalation study with the goal of submitting the study to a prestigious chemistry journal.   
 

Outstanding Chemistry Major Award 
Hunter Sims 
Hunter Sims is the recipient of this award based on his classroom achievements, excellence in 

research, and passion for chemistry.  During his academic career, he received a Faculty 

Undergraduate Student Engagement (FUSE) grant, served as a teaching assistant for organic 

chemistry laboratories, and presented his research at a national conference.  Hunter is also an 

exceptional classroom student who scored at or above the national 90th percentile in all standardized 

tests given by the American Chemical Society. He has conducted research with Professors Hemali 

Rathnayake, Matthew Dee, and Lawrence Hill.  Over the last year he started a new research project 

while using his experience to train other student researchers in organic synthesis, column 

chromatography, and nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy.  Hunter recently submitted a 

proposal to the National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate Research Fellowship Program on the 

synthesis of chiral molecules, and he will pursue a PhD in the fall of 2018. 
 

 

*Award made through the efforts of the College Heights Foundation. 



Department of Geography          

& Geology 

Dr. Fred Siewers, Department Chair 
 

 

Outstanding Geoscience Graduate Student Award 
Tori Murley 
A WKU alumna with a Bachelor of Science in Meteorology, (Magna Cum Laude, 2015) Tori Murley 

continues to pursue a professional career with the university.  She served as a Residential Counselor 

at the Gatton Academy of Mathematics and Science for two years post-graduation and currently 

holds a position as an Academic Advisor in the Ogden College of Science & Engineering.  

Concurrently, she began a Master of Science in Geoscience with a concentration and certificate in 

Geographic Information Science.  While attending WKU, she successfully defended an 

undergraduate Honors thesis on her work with NASA’s Student Airborne Research Program in 

2014 and is completing a Master of Science thesis on high-wind climatology in the United States.  

In 2015 and 2017 Tori was selected as a participant for the nationally-recognized Field Methods in 

Weather Analysis and Forecasting course, otherwise known as the WKU Storm Chase. She plans to 

continue working for the university, both as an advisor and part-time instructor. 

 

L. Michael Trapasso Outstanding Meteorology Senior 

Award 
Grant “Pierce” Larkin 
Pierce Larkin will graduate with a B.S. in Meteorology and GIS Certificate in May 2018. Energetic 

and motivated upon his arrival at The Hill, that spirit drove him to a number of accomplishments 

over the past four years. Pierce has served as the lead Teaching Assistant for the introductory 

Meteorology laboratory course. Pierce was also selected to work on National Science Foundation-

funded research, where he presented this work at the national American Geophysical Union 

conference. Larkin was also selected from a competitive pool to participate in the annual award-

winning field methods weather forecasting course at WKU. Based on his performance in that course, 

he was later selected to serve as the Lead Forecaster for the student-centered WKU weather service, 

White Squirrel Weather. Larkin interned with the National Weather Service and a local weather 

company, WxOrNot. Meanwhile, he served as the President to the student affiliate of the two largest 

weather organizations in the world, the American Meteorological Society and National Weather 

Association, since 2015.    

  

 

 

 

 

 



Ronald R. Dilamarter Outstanding Geography Senior 

Award 
Jason Fox 
Jason Fox of Russellville, KY is completing dual degrees in Geography/Environmental Studies and 

Music, and is also a scholar in the Center for Human GeoEnvironmental Studies (CHNGES). As an 

undergraduate, Jason has studied for three summers in Iceland exploring themes in sustainable 

tourism development, environmental degradation from tourism, and climate change communication 

and education.  Drawing from his musical background, Jason designed his Honors College thesis to 

evaluate music’s communicative potential for singers and audience members through examination 

of his own original choral composition that depicts current environmental issues in Iceland. Jason 

has also conducted research on the Icelandic whale watching industry and completed internships 

with the Icelandic Arctic Cooperation Network and the WKU Office of Sustainability.  As a 

Geoscience student in the Joint Undergraduate-Master Program (JUMP), Jason is now building 

upon his undergraduate experiences by developing an index for measuring Arctic landscape 

degradation from the tourism industry as part of his graduate thesis research.  While at WKU, Jason 

enjoys singing as a bass in the WKU Chorale, the WKU Opera Theatre program, and in multiple 

other ensemble and solo settings.  

 

Syed Reza Ahsan Outstanding GIS Senior Award 
Terry Bearb 
Terry Bearb served seven years in the U.S. Navy while working closely with the National Geospatial-

Intelligence Agency.  He transferred to WKU declaring a major in Geographic Information Science 

and is currently interning in Geographic Information Systems with WKU Planning, Design, and 

Construction and Jim Adams and Associates, a local land surveying firm.  His final project is 

developing an enterprise GIS with both proprietary and open source software for centralizing and 

retrieving geospatial data on various platforms.  Last year, Terry won the statewide Kentucky 

Association of Mapping Professionals (KAMP) GIS Scholarship.  His goal is to become a GIS 

Professional and fulfill a government seat once again.  

 

Judson Roy Griffin Outstanding Geology Senior Award 
Katie Losekamp 
Katie Losekamp is a native of Bowling Green and has the distinction of being an WKU Honors 

Student, National Merit Finalist, and has a 3.94 overall GPA. In 2016 Katie served as a research 

intern for the Division of Science and Resource Management at Mammoth Cave National Park, 

where she gained experience in cave surveying along with water sampling and analysis. Her interest 

in water quality continued and in 2017 she was coauthor with several other students on a poster 

Pathways for Environmental Sulfuric Acid Contamination from Disturbance of Geologic Materials 

at the highly selective Posters at the Capitol. Katie is now completing an analysis of how Mammoth 

Cave National Park is interacting with United Nations conservation protocols and hopes to continue 

her studies in graduate school. 

 
 

 



Department of Mathematics 

Dr. Bruce Kessler, Department Head 
 

 

Outstanding Graduate Student Award 
Awarded to a graduating Master of Science degree student 

Nigar Karimli 
Nigar Karimli considers his academic career at WKU as a milestone in his personal and professional 

growth, and values the friendly environment and kind, welcoming people he has encountered on 

campus and especially in the Math Department. Karimli appreciates the wide variety of courses, 

including the Special Topics Courses, offered by the Math graduate program. Through the support 

of Ogden College, the Math Department, and WKU Graduate School, he has been able to attend and 

present his work at several conferences, including the Joint Mathematics Meeting, routinely the 

largest mathematics conference in the world.  Karimli says,“Besides the professors’ help with 

learning the academic material, they have always been willing to advise how to develop me as a 

mathematician.  Over the course of these two years, I have had a unique opportunity to obtain not 

only teaching but also research experience.” He credits his advisor, Dr. Richard Schugart, with 

helping him discover direction in mathematics. Following the completion of his Master’s Degree, 

Karimli plans to continue his education in a doctoral program with a goal of becoming an academic 

researcher. 

 

Henry M. and Zula G. Yarbrough Award in Mathematics* 
Awarded to an outstanding graduating mathematics major 

Sasha Malone 

Sasha Malone will graduate with a degree in Mathematics, and plans to pursue a Master’s Degree 

in Computational Mathematics at Western Kentucky University, with an eye towards a career in 

data science.  Their research interests include analytic combinatorics, stochastic processes, and 

applied statistics.  

 

Pauline Lowman Memorial Secondary Education Award* 
Awarded to an outstanding graduating secondary education mathematics major 

Mary Lee 

Mary Lee is thankful to the Lord, her husband and her family for always being supportive and 

encouraging in all that she does.  She is thankful for the opportunity that WKU has given her to 

pursue her dreams of becoming a math teacher.  Mary has built relationships with countless numbers 

of students, received instruction from top-notch professors, and challenged her own intellectual 

understanding.  Upon completing student teaching, she hopes to become a middle or high school 

educator. 

 

 

 

 



Outstanding Middle Grades Education Award in 

Mathematics 
Awarded to an outstanding graduating middle grades mathematics education major 

Hannah Robertson 
Hannah Robertson is especially grateful that her WKU mentors have never allowed her or any of her 

peers to view education as a path that is easy, simple, or clean. “I have been taught to ask the hard 

questions, seek out messy opportunities, and push myself far out of my comfort zone because that is 

the approach we want our students to have in education as well.” she says.  Hannah finds it difficult 

to put into words the true impact of the WKU faculty on her development as a mathematics teacher 

and a young adult on The Hill, and she is grateful to be honored with this award. She plans to begin 

her teaching career in a Lexington, KY middle school with future aspirations to be a guidance 

counselor, school psychologist, or director of a Boys and Girls Club.  

 
Fruit of the Loom Mathematics Awards** 
Awarded to exceptional graduate and undergraduate mathematics majors 

Matthew Riggle (graduate student recipient) 

Matthew Riggle earned a Geographic Information Systems certificate in 2015, and Bachelor’s 

degrees (B.S. Summa Cum Laude, Major: Geography, emphasis in Planning and Geographic 

Information Systems; and B.A. Summa Cum Laude, Major: Mathematics, Minor: Applied 

Statistics) in May of 2016, all from WKU. During the last two years as a graduate student, Matthew 

worked as a calculus teaching assistant.  This type of academic work has been a great experience and 

offered a different sort of challenge than being a student in his classes.  
 

Rachel Turner (undergraduate student recipient) 

Rachel Turner considers WKU her home-away-from-home as she experienced milestone moments of 

college life over the past four years.  Her education includes not only the classroom materials, but 

also the lessons and skills to mature and transition from undergraduate curriculum to graduate 

course work.  Rachel excels in academics, having earned a spot on the President’s List or the Dean’s 

List every semester she has been at WKU. After earning her Bachelor’s Degree in May 2018 (Major: 

Mathematics, Concentration: Fundamentals of Applied Math; Minor: Applied Statistics), she will 

start a 10 month program at North Carolina State University to obtain a Master’s Degree in Data 

Analytics. 
 

 

 

 

 
*Award made through the efforts of the College Heights Foundation  

      **Awards made through the generosity of the Fruit of the Loom Corporation 



Department of Physics & Astronomy 
Dr. Michael Carini, Department Chair 

 
 

Dr. George V. and Sadie Skiles Page Award  

for Excellence in Scholarship* 
Awarded to the graduating physics major with the highest academic standing. 

James Pierce 
James Pierce, a senior Physics major with Mathematics minor, receives the Page Award for 

Excellence in Scholarship based upon his outstanding academic record while a student at WKU. 

James’ excellence in the classroom has been accomplished while participating in a variety of scholarly 

and service activities including serving as a learning assistant in the University Physics I Laboratory 

for the past two years.  His performance in this area was outstanding and he was given the rare 

opportunity to teach a section of the laboratory this semester. James has a passion for aviation and 

holds a commercial, instrument-rated, pilot license.  He recently combined his interests of physics 

and aviation in a project in Computational Physics where he wrote a program to simulate the 

trajectory of the Wright Flyer.  After graduation James will begin working as a flight instructor for 

Blue Line Aviation in Raleigh, NC. 
 

 

Dr. Randall Harper Award for Outstanding  

Research in Physics and Astronomy* 
Awarded to the junior or senior student with research exhibiting significance, effort,  

originality, and creativity. 

Zachary Thomas 
Zachary Thomas, a senior Physics major with Mathematics minor, works with Dr. Ali Er in his 

laboratory as an undergraduate research assistant. Zach receives this award for his support of Dr. 

Er’s research exploring uses of graphene quantum dots as a viable application in photodynamic 

therapy – a hot topic in biomedical research for treatment of infections and cancers. Zach has 

presented this research nationally at the March Meeting of the American Physical Society (APS) 

and the Southeastern Section meeting of APS and has received an award for a presentation he gave 

at the Kentucky EPSCoR meeting. In addition, Zach has worked with Dr. Schugart of WKU 

Mathematics on a medical mathematical modeling project involving tumor growth. Zach continues 

to work in Dr. Er’s research laboratory and plans to pursue a career in the aerospace sector after 

graduating from WKU. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dr. Douglas Humphrey Award for Outstanding Service * 
Awarded to the junior or senior student with a record of service within the department and to science 

outreach to the community. 

James Pierce and Zachary Thomas (co-recipients) 
James Pierce and Zach Thomas are co-recipients of the Doug Humphrey service award because of 

their longstanding good citizenship in supporting a range of faculty and student activities in the 

department.  Zach and James presently serve as president and vice-president respectively of the WKU 

Chapter of the Society of Physics Students, where they have helped to build the membership and 

camaraderie of the organization by promoting and supporting physics among the student body.  Both 

of these young men set outstanding examples by volunteering to assist the department outreach 

mission with events such as Physics Olympics and the Science Olympiad.  Both have also visited 

area schools to show students a variety of physics demos in an effort to promote interest in science.  

In addition, both have been instrumental in coordinating the student organizations in Ogden College 

to establish a tradition of hosting a Geek Week to promote an interdisciplinary community among 

the science students in the college. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Awards made through the efforts of the College Heights Foundation. 



 

Department of Psychological 

Sciences 
Dr. Kelly Madole, Department Chair 

 

 

Outstanding Graduate Student 

Industrial-Organizational Psychology Concentration 
Justin Jones 
Justin is a native of Mt. Airy, Maryland. He graduated magna cum laude from Quinnipiac 

University with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. Before coming to WKU, Justin worked as a lead 

research assistant at Yale School of Medicine in the Medical Research Unit. Some of his 

accomplishments at WKU include helping author four technical reports, presenting four first 

author posters at national and international conferences, and starting work on a number of 

publications. His thesis research investigates methodologies to improve the accuracy of simulation 

based analyses used to develop psychometric instruments. He has also conducted research on 

perceptions of organizational justice, and has collaborated with the NASA Flight Operations 

Command Unified Simulation (FOCUS) lab at Middle Tennessee State University investigating 

emergent features of flight dispatch teams. Justin will pursue his Ph.D. at one of the top programs 

in his field, at the University of Georgia. Under the direction of Dr. Dorothy Carter, Justin will 

work on NASA research that investigates human systems performance during long-duration 

spaceflight.   

 
Outstanding Graduate Student 

Psychological Science Concentration 
Catherine Dowell  
Catherine Dowell is a second-year graduate student and will be completing her Master’s degree in 

May. She will be attending the University of Southern Mississippi in the fall to begin her pursuit of 

a PhD. Catherine has been doing research in Dr. Farley Norman’s lab for three years. She is currently 

a coauthor on five peer-reviewed journal articles and is the lead author on an additional article that 

has been published in an esteemed Nature journal. She was accepted into WKU’s Joint 

Undergraduate-Masters Program (JUMP) as an undergraduate student and received the 

Undergraduate Research Award in Psychological Sciences last April. In her free time, Catherine 

enjoys volunteering at the Bowling Green Humane Society and spending time with her family, 

friends, and dog. 

 

 

 

 
 



Outstanding Senior Award 
Kaitlyn Weyman 
Kaitlyn Weyman is a graduating senior with a double major in Psychological Sciences and Spanish, 

as well as a Pre-Medical concentration. She is currently conducting an international study with Dr. 

Matthew Shake in order to examine possible effects of bilingualism on cognition. In pursuit of 

adventure during her collegiate studies, Kaitlyn attended Harlaxton College in England during the 

Fall semester of her sophomore year. She also spent one month in Spain last summer, where she lived 

with a host family in order to advance her bilingual fluency. When she is not studying or traveling, 

Kaitlyn spends much of her time shadowing doctors at local hospitals. She has also excelled in various 

leadership positions on campus, including the leadership team for Christian Student Fellowship and 

executive board for her sorority. Kaitlyn is an excellent student, and she is grateful to have received 

many scholarships and grants throughout her studies, including the Cherry Presidential 

Scholarship. 

 

Academic Achievement Award  
For Excellence in Academic Work 

Ashley Gilliam 
Ashley Gilliam is a first generation college student, and has worked to help others with a similar 

background as part of the Psychological Sciences Diversity Committee. She also mentors students 

through working as an ambassador for the Office of Scholar Development and a tutor for ESLi and 

the Writing Center. She is passionate about studying the confluence of culture, neurobiology, and 

behavior. She has received both a FUSE grant and an LTE grant to fund her two independent 

research projects, one in connection with the Anthropology department and one with the 

Psychological Sciences department. Her research thus far has concerned perceptions of Muslims by 

majority populations in the US and the UK. She has a passion for human rights and immigrant 

issues as well as science outreach, and therefore volunteers with Hope Harbor as an advocate for 

sexual assault survivors, with aid agencies for Warren County refugees, and with various 

educational programs that reach children and adults, such as Super Saturdays, Living Archaeology 

Weekend, and Girls in Science Day. So far she has produced three coauthored publications and has 

made three regional and one national conference presentation. She hopes to publish a primary 

author journal article concerning perceptions of Muslims prior to the defense of her thesis in fall of 

2018.  

 

Undergraduate Service Award 
Kaitlyn Barriere 
Katilyn Barriere is a graduating senior studying Psychological Sciences with a concentration in 

Clinical Psychology and a minor in Gender & Women's Studies. She has multiple years of experience 

in Dr. Brausch's Suicide Prevention and Risk Behaviors Research Lab and has both assisted with 

and conducted her own research. She has presented research at multiple conferences with a focus 

toward instituting real change in her community. This change has primarily benefited the Hope 

Harbor sexual assault recovery center, where she has volunteered for the last three years. Some of her 

accomplishments there include improving the response to suicidal clients and promoting effective 

advocate behaviors. She intends to continue her work by pursuing a Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology 

and conducting research on self-harm, particularly as it pertains to gender. 



 
Undergraduate Research Award 
Allison Rinne 
Allison Rinne has been involved in researching the cognitive effects of aging with mentor Andrew 

Mienaltowski for the last two years. Her research has been funded by the National Science 

Foundation and through Faculty Undergraduate Student Engagement (FUSE) grants. She will be 

graduating in May with a Psychological Sciences degree and intends on getting her Masters in 

occupational therapy. She hopes to continue to conduct research and help improve the practices that 

occupational therapists use.  
 

 

Student Research Award & Academic Achievement 

Award 
Jordan Alexis Gregory 
Jordan Gregory is Joint-Undergraduate Masters (JUMP) student who will graduate with her 

Master's in May 2019. She began working in Dr. Lemerise's Social Development Lab her 

freshman year. Her work has focused mostly on intervention evaluation with preschool children at 

the local Head Start. Since working with Dr. Lemerise, she has presented at the Society for 

Research in Human Development twice, and also the Society for Research in Child Development 

(where she presented a portion of her Honors Thesis). Currently, she is leading a team of 

undergraduates in the development of a new project. Jordan is also collaborating with Dr. Brausch 

in the Suicide Prevention and Risk Behaviors Lab. Currently, she is helping to validate a suicide 

treatment for adolescents, and is working to apply for external grant money for a new project. She 

has presented at the Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, and will present at the 

upcoming American Association for Suicidology. In the future, Jordan plans to attend a Clinical 

PhD program with a developmental focus. Jordan plans to continue to develop and enhance 

treatments and interventions for at-risk and under-studied populations.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



School of Engineering & 

Applied Sciences 
Dr. Stacy Wilson, Director 
 

 

Outstanding Graduate Student in Engineering Technology 

Management 
Mercy Ebuetse 
Mercy Ebuetse works as a graduate research assistant while pursuing an M.S. degree in 

Engineering Technology Management. She holds a B.Eng degree in Civil Engineering where she 

coauthored a peer-reviewed paper. As a graduate research assistant, she collaborated with her 

professors and has three pending publications. She was awarded several scholarships and her thesis 

titled implementation of 5S in an educational laboratory earned her a research grant. She has also 

served on WKU’s graduate council as a voting member and is a Certified Technology Manager. 

She hopes to pursue a PhD in Engineering Management and have a fulfilling career improving 

organizational processes.   
 

Outstanding Computer Science Graduate Student 
Jared Prince 
Jared Prince earned Bachelor's degrees in Computer Science (B.S., Magna Cum Laude) and 

Philosophy (B.A., Magna Cum Laude) from WKU in 2017. During his graduate school career, he 

is a graduate assistant for the Computer Science department. Currently Jared is working on a 

thesis involving the use of neural networks and Monte Carlo tree searches. After graduation with 

his Master’s degree, Jared plans to pursue a career in artificial intelligence research. 

 

Outstanding Senior in Architectural Sciences 
Carter Jackson 
Carter Jackson’s interest in architecture began while watching his parents restore their historic 

homes in Chattanooga, Tennessee. This fascination with the built environment, and specifically 

historic buildings, was explored during his time at WKU as a student living in the 19th century 

English manor house at Harlaxton College and as an employee of Graf Studios design-build 

architecture firm in Bowling Green. Carter currently serves as the President of WKU’s chapter of 

the American Institute of Architecture Students, and he is writing his Honors thesis on the 

adaptive reuse of historic train stations. He will begin work as a student in the Master of 

Architectural History program at the University of Virginia in the fall.    

 

 

 
 



Outstanding Senior in Technology Management 
Tony S. Mercer 
Tony Mercer is a senior in the AMS Technology Management Bachelor Degree Program. He has 

been an electrician for over 25 years, working as an industrial electrician in manufacturing, 

railroad signal systems, and power generation. He taught electrical continuing education classes 

for the State of Kentucky, and taught electrical, electrical motor controls, robotics, and 

programmable logic controllers classes for KCTCS. Currently Tony is employed with the Kentucky 

Department of Housing, Buildings, and Construction as a certified Kentucky State Electrical 

Inspector General. 

 

Outstanding Senior in Construction Management 
David Jasinski 
David Jasinski is from Oswego Illinois, a graduate of Oswego High School. After graduation he 

joined the Army as a Carpentry and Masonry Specialist where he served for 7 years, both stateside 

and overseas. After his Army service, he earned an Associate’s of Arts degree from Pikes Peak 

Community College with a business focus. David started school at WKU in August 2016, switching 

his major to Construction Management, and will graduate in May 2018. 

 

Outstanding Senior in Computer Information Technology 
Robert T. Johnson, Jr. 
Due to logistics Robert Johnson, Jr. is unable to receive this award in person. When he was 42 

years old Robert decided to do something different with his life, so he went back to college. He 

earned his Associate’s Degree in Applied Science for Computer Technology from Horry-

Georgetown Technical College in 2015. Robert continued his education by applying to Western 

Kentucky University through a 2+2 program that is very beneficial for a student who currently 

holds an AAS degree. Now that he is 47 years old he has have been employed in his field of study 

for the last 2.5 years in Health Care IT and owes this “mid-life” change of career to his education.   

    

Outstanding Senior in Vocational Industrial Education 
Matthew Edwards 
Matthew Edwards earned an Associate’s degree in Industrial Electricity, and holds a journeymen's 

electrical license. He is pursuing a bachelor's degree in technical education at WKU, and 

participated last summer in a training to teach the PLTW Computerized Manufacturing and 

Machining.  This is his first year teaching at Marion County ATC, but 4th year teaching overall. 

Matthew is a non-traditional student:  28 years old, husband to Courtney Edwards and dad of two 

daughters, Lyla, 6 years and Collins, 10 months. Most significantly, this year Matthew has 

officially been declared cancer free after treatments and surgeries over the past year and a half.  

    

 

 

 

 

 



Outstanding Senior in Manufacturing Engineering 

Technology 
Ryan Pohl 
Ryan Pohl is a senior majoring in Manufacturing Engineering Technology and will be graduating 

in May of 2018. He has completed the requirement of this major in three years, and plans on entering 

the job market early before trying to earn a Master’s degree. 

 
Outstanding Computer Science Senior 
Travis Allen Anderson 
Travis is very thankful for the support that WKU's faculty and professors have given him during 

his 4 years here. He greatly appreciates the personal attention and small classes that make WKU 

feel like home. He is looking forward to applying his education locally in Bowling Green with 

career interests in web-development and software engineering.  

 
Award for Academic Excellence in Civil Engineering 
Travis McKim 
Travis Kim graduated from New Washington High School in New Washington, IN in 2014. He then 

started at WKU in the fall of 2014 and will graduate with a Bachelor’s degree in civil Engineering 

in May 2018. He accepted a job with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville District, and will 

start there upon graduation. 

 
Cody Mahan Award for Academic Excellence in 

Electrical Engineering 
Jared Walden 
Jared is a senior Electrical Engineering student from Scottsville, KY. He is currently a research 

assistant in the WKU Energy Systems Lab. After graduation, he hopes to pursue a Master’s degree 

in Electrical Engineering. Jared is also involved with WKU Cru, a campus ministry part of the 

International Organization Cru. 

 
John Russell Award in Mechanical Engineering 
Caitlin Sullivan 
At WKU Caitlin is a member of Tau Beta Pi, and the Women's Rugby Club.  She has twice 

enjoyed summer internships with NASA Huntsville, and is presently working part time at Trace 

Die Cast in Bowling Green.  She also works in the WKU Engineering Materials Lab performing 

research and assisting student learning.  Upon graduation Caitlin will be working towards 

becoming an officer in the Army National Guard, with ultimate plans to pursue a career in 

aerospace.  Goals also include pursuing a graduate degree in Engineering. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

2018 Outstanding Graduate Student 

Ogden College of Science & Engineering 
 

Justin Jones, Department of Psychological Sciences 
Justin is a native of Mt. Airy, Maryland. He graduated magna cum laude from Quinnipiac 

University with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. Before coming to WKU, Justin worked as a lead 

research assistant at Yale School of Medicine in the Medical Research Unit. Some of his 

accomplishments at WKU include helping author four technical reports, presenting four first author 

posters at national and international conferences, and starting work on a number of publications. 

His thesis research investigates methodologies to improve the accuracy of simulation based analyses 

used to develop psychometric instruments. He has also conducted research on perceptions of 

organizational justice, and has collaborated with the NASA Flight Operations Command Unified 

Simulation (FOCUS) lab at Middle Tennessee State University investigating emergent features of 

flight dispatch teams. Justin will pursue his Ph.D. at one of the top programs in his field, at the 

University of Georgia. Under the direction of Dr. Dorothy Carter, Justin will work on NASA 

research that investigates human systems performance during long-duration spaceflight.   

 
Honorable Mentions 

 

Konner Jones, Department of Chemistry 
Konnor Jones is a fifth-year JUMP student with an ACS-certified Chemistry major, and minors in 

Physics and Mathematics. As a graduate student, he has been the primary author on an article in 

the Journal of Physical Chemistry, the premiere journal in his field. He has presented his work in 

nearly a dozen posters and oral presentations, earning accolades at the Kentucky Academy of 

Sciences and the WKU Student Research Conference. His thesis work will seed at least two further 

papers, and has had a seminal effect on understanding the influence of dissolved salt on small 

molecules in water. Beyond the lab, he has been president of the WKU Habitat for Humanity Chapter 

and is actively involved in a variety of charitable groups. Konnor will go on to a PhD program next 

year, and has his choice of several excellent institutions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Robert Anderson, Department of Agriculture 
Robert Anderson is graduating this spring with an M.S. degree in Agriculture.  He received his B.S. 

in Agriculture from WKU in 2015.  Robbie is a native of Owensboro and the son of Ron and DeDe 

Anderson.  During his undergraduate career, Robbie held positions as a student worker with WKU 

Athletics and Shipping & Receiving.  He also worked in the green industry here in Bowling Green 

and was a member of the Farm House fraternity. Robbie began his M.S. in 2016 under the advisement 

of Drs. Todd Willian and Paul Woosley with a research focus in industrial hemp.  His research is 

investigating the utilization of pre-emergent herbicides, varying nitrogen rates, and nitrogen timing 

as it relates to the agronomic production of industrial hemp for fiber and grain.  Robbie has presented 

his research at the Southern Association of Agriculture Scientists’ Meetings in Mobile, Alabama and 

Jacksonville, Florida.  He was also an invited speaker to Kentucky’s Industrial Hemp Industry 

Association meeting in Lexington where he was praised for his efforts by Agriculture Commissioner, 

Ryan Quarles.  Just as important, if not more, he has made a tremendous contribution to the goals 

of the Agriculture Research and Education Center at WKU.  His service to this facility and the 

Agriculture Department is unmatched by any previous graduate student.  He has successfully 

defended his thesis and will graduate this spring.   

 
Khomidkhodzha Kholikov, Department of Physics & Astronomy 

Khomidkhodzha Kholikov completed his secondary education in Tajikistan and earned his Bachelor 

of Science degree in Chemistry from Fatih University in Istanbul, Turkey. He began his Master’s 

degree program in the WKU Physics department with a concentration in Homeland Security 

Sciences in the Fall of 2016.  As a graduate student, Khomidkhodzha is a teaching assistant in the 

Physics department where he teaches undergraduate physics laboratory classes for non-STEM 

majors, and he is known for being prepared and having a communication style that is efficient, clear, 

and respectful.  His graduate research is under the direction of Dr. Ali Oguz Er. His Master’s thesis 

project is “Synergistic activities of sulfur-doped graphene quantum dots coupled with methylene 

blue for PDT applications” and in September of 2017 he was the recipient of a Graduate Student 

Research Grant for the project “Graphene quantum dot synthesis using nanosecond laser pulses and 

its comparison to methylene blue for bacteria deactivation.”   Mr. Kholikov has published three papers 

as co-author and one paper is currently under review in which he is the first author.  He presented 

his research at the American Physics Society March meeting in 2017 and 2018, South Eastern 

American Physics Society meetings in 2016 & 2017, The International Conference on Shape 

Memory and Superelastic Technologies in 2017, and Posters-at-the-Capitol in 2018.  

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2018 Ogden College Faculty Awards 

 

Teaching                                              

Dr. Reagan Brown (Psychological Sciences) 
 

Research/Creativity  

Dr. Noah Ashley (Biology) 
 

Public Service  

Dr. Josh Durkee (Geography & Geology) 

 

Student Advisement  

Dr. Thomas Kingery (Agriculture) 
 

Part-Time Instructor 

Kyle Moss (School of Engineering & Applied Sciences) 
 


