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Chief Justice Seth Church delivered the opinion of the Council. Associate Justices Kelly Simmons, Julia Payne, Justin McDole and Kara Raley join.
I. Facts
On February 13th, 2007 the fifth Student Senate of the Student Government Association (SGA) of Western Kentucky University (WKU) passed Resolution 01-07-S objecting to the implementation  of a plus/minus grading scale. On February 12th, 2013 the eleventh Student Senate of the SGA of WKU brought Resolution 3-13-S up for first read that would support the implementation of a plus/minus grading scale. A request was submitted to the Judicial Council to decide if these two resolutions are in conflict. 
II. Jurisdiction
Pursuant to Article IV, Section 4, Subsections 3 and 4 of the Constitution of the SGA of WKU, the Judicial Council, upon request by any duly-registered student, is granted the power to "interpret the Constitution and Bylaws of the [SGA]" and perform "judicial review over actions of the Executive Cabinet and the Senate." We believe these enumerated powers grant us jurisdiction over this conflict between resolutions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]III. Ruling
It is the opinion of this Council that Resolution 01-07-S, passed by the Fifth Student Senate, stands now as it did when it was passed. As such, the current official position of the SGA of WKU is to oppose the adoption of a plus/minus grading scale. For this fact, we rely on Article 1, Section 1 of the bylaws that state "All matters not covered within these Bylaws shall be governed by Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised." The tenth edition of Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised states: "...no [resolution] is in order that conflicts with a [resolution] previously adopted at any time and still in force" (106, lines 30-31). Under these rules, Resolution 3-13-S may not pass the Student Senate until Resolution 01-07-S has been rescinded (repealed). Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised requires a supermajority (2/3 vote) to rescind a previously passed resolution when no previous notice is given (295, lines 24-26). Therefore, the Judicial Council holds that Resolution 3-13-S may only pass the Student Senate by a supermajority. If that vote is achieved, it will have the effect of rescinding Resolution 01-07-S and passing Resolution 3-13-S. If that vote is not achieved, it will maintain that the official position of the SGA of WKU is to oppose the plus/minus grading system and Resolution 01-07-S will remain in effect with regards to the current proposed plus/minus grading system. 
IV. Opinion Appendix
Attached to this opinion are the following documents:
· Resolution 3-13-S
· Resolution 01-07-S
· Minutes from the February 13, 2007 meeting of the Fifth Senate

It is so ordered.



Chief Justice Seth Church
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