Potter College of Arts & Letters

Western Kentucky University

745-2345
REPORT TO THE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

Date:
February 26, 2009

The Potter College of Arts & Letters submits the following items for consideration:

I. New Business

	Type of Item
	Description of Item & Contact Information

	Action
	Multiple Revisions

HIST 417 Age of Renaissance

Contact: Beth Plummer, Beth.Plummer@wku.edu,  55739

	Action
	Multiple Revisions

HIST 418 Age of Reformation

Contact: Beth Plummer, Beth.Plummer@wku.edu, 55739

	Action
	Create Course

ART 314 Southern Baroque Art

Contact: Ingrid Cartwright, Ingrid.Cartwright@wku.edu, 56101

	Action
	Create Course

ART 496 Special Topics in Studio Art

Contact: Laurin Nothiesen, Laurin.Nothiesen@wku.edu,  55927


 Proposal Date: December 16, 2008

Potter College of Arts and Letters

Department of History

Proposal to Make Multiple Revisions to a Course

(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Beth Plummer, beth.plummer@wku.edu, 5-5739

1.
Identification of course:

1.1 
Current course prefix (subject area) and number:  HIST 417

1.2 
Course title Age of Renaissance

1.3 
Credit hours: 3

2.
Revise course title: 

2.1 Current course title: Age of Renaissance

2.2 Proposed course title: Renaissance Europe

2.3 Proposed abbreviated title: Renaissance Europe

2.4 Rationale for revision of course title:

This title is the usual way this course is designated at most universities and by most Renaissance scholars.
3.
Revise course number:

3.1 Current course number: HIST 417

3.2 Proposed course number: HIST 317

3.3 Rationale for revision of course number:

Since this course is a general education course and enrolls non-majors as well as majors, it makes more sense to place this course at the 300-level where the work load would be more in line with the skill level of Sophomore-level students, and above, whether or not they are History majors. This change will bring this course in line with the other upper-level general education courses offered by the History department.

4.
Revise course prerequisites/corequisites/special requirements:

4.1
Current prerequisites: None

4.2
Proposed prerequisites/special requirement:

History 119 or 120, and Sophomore standing; or permission of the instructor.

4.3
Rationale for revision of course prerequisites/corequisites/special requirements:

All students must take HIST 119 or 120 as a Category C general education requirement and numerous sections of these courses are offered every semester so this should not cause any problems for students.  More importantly, however, first-year students, and students trying to take HIST 119/120 and HIST 417 simultaneously without  previous college-level history, have not done well in this course.  The writing and critical thinking skills and general historical methodology gained in HIST 119 or 120, and the additional college experience will help students succeed in this course.

4.4
Effect on completion of major/minor sequence: None.

5.
Revise course catalog listing:

5.1 Current course catalog listing: 

A study of Western Europe during the period 1275 to 1520 with emphasis on political, social, cultural, intellectual, and religious developments.
5.2 Proposed course catalog listing:

A study of the impact of Renaissance culture and thought among various social, intellectual, and political groups in Italian cities and princely courts, and the diffusion of the Renaissance in Western Europe from the thirteenth to sixteenth centuries.

5.3 Rationale for revision of course catalog listing:

The dates given in the original course description originate from Vasari’s Lives of the Artists and thus emphasize exclusively the visual arts in the Italian Renaissance.  This course looks at many other aspects of the Renaissance movement including: political theory and political organization; cultural developments in architecture, music, philosophy, and literature; urbanization and economic growth; educational reform; and scientific and medical discovery.  These topics do not tidily begin in 1275 or end in 1520. The course includes a look at the Burgundian, English, Spanish, German, and French Renaissances in keeping with the title “Europe,” but begins in the unique urban setting of Italy.

6.
Revise course credit hours: None

7.
Proposed term for implementation: Summer 2009

8.
Dates of prior committee approvals:


History Department:




01/26/09


Potter College Curriculum Committee

2/5/09


General Education Committee


2/10/09


Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

___________________


University Senate




___________________

Attachment:  Course Inventory Form
Proposal Date: December 16, 2008

Potter College of Arts and Letters

Department of History

Proposal to Make Multiple Revisions to a Course

(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Beth Plummer, beth.plummer@wku.edu, 5-5739

1.
Identification of course:

1.1 Current course prefix (subject area) and number:  HIST 418

1.2 Course title Age of Reformation

1.3 Credit hours: 3

2.
Revise course title: None

3.
Revise course number:

3.1 Current course number: HIST 418

3.2 Proposed course number: HIST 318

3.3 Rationale for revision of course number:

Since this course is a general education course and enrolls non-majors as well as 

majors, it makes more sense to place this course at the 300-level where the work load would be more in line with the skill level of Sophomore-level students, and above, whether or not they are History majors. This change will bring this course in line with the other upper-level general education courses offered by the History department.

4.
Revise course prerequisites/corequisites/special requirements:

4.1
Current prerequisites: None

4.2
Proposed prerequisites/special requirement:

History 119 or 120, and Sophomore standing; or permission of the instructor.

4.3
Rationale for revision of course prerequisites/special requirements:

All students must take HIST 119 or 120 as a Category C general education requirement and numerous sections of these courses are offered every semester so this should not cause any problems for students.  More importantly, however, first-year students, and students trying to take HIST 119/120 and HIST 418 simultaneously without previous college-level history, have not done well in this course.  The writing and critical thinking skills and general historical methodology gained in HIST 119 or 120, and the additional college experience will help students succeed in this course.

4.4
Effect on completion of major/minor sequence: None.

5.
Revise course catalog listing:

5.1 Current course catalog listing: 

A study of Western Europe during the period 1500-1648 with principal attention given to the religious conflicts of that time.
5.2 Proposed course catalog listing:

A study of the religious reform movements in Europe from the late Middle Ages to end of the religious wars in 1648, with particular attention paid to the cultural, intellectual, political, and social responses to Reformation ideas.
5.3 Rationale for revision of course catalog listing:

The earlier description left out the reform movements that predate the Lutheran Reformation.  We also consider reform movements in Central Europe, so the “Western Europe” is not correct. This description more accurately reflects the various topics covered in this course.

6.
Revise course credit hours: None

7.
Proposed term for implementation: Summer 2009

8.
Dates of prior committee approvals:


History Department:



1/26/09


Potter College Curriculum Committee
2/5/09


General Education Committee

2/10/09


Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
___________________


University Senate



___________________

Attachment:  Course Inventory Form
Proposal Date:  January 26, 2009

Potter College of Arts and Letters

Department of Art

Proposal to Create a New Course

(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Ingrid Cartwright, ingrid.cartwright@wku.edu, 270-745-6101
1.
Identification of proposed course:

1.1 Course prefix (subject area) and number:  ART 314

1.2 Course title:  Southern Baroque Art

1.3 Abbreviated course title:  Southern Baroque Art

1.4 Credit hours and contact hours:  3

1.5 Type of course:  L

1.6 Prerequisites:  Art 106 or Permission of Instructor

1.7 Course catalog listing:  A survey of art and architecture of Italy and Spain of the seventeenth century. 

2.
Rationale:

2.1 Reason for developing the proposed course:  This course will provide students with a chronological survey of visual arts in seventeenth-century Italy and Spain and will take advantage of the teaching and research specialization of a new faculty member in the Art Department.  The course fills a significant gap in the Art Department’s curriculum that at present does not offer any courses that investigate art of the seventeenth century. 

2.2 Projected enrollment in the proposed course: 25.  This course will serve growing numbers of majors and minors in the Art Department and will allow the faculty to offer a more varied array of electives that will increase the likelihood that students will be able to finish their programs on time. 

2.3 Relationship of the proposed course to courses now offered by the department:  This course fills an important chronological gap in the history of art and not previously addressed in the departmental curriculum.

2.4 Relationship of the proposed course to courses offered in other departments:  This course does not duplicate the content of any other course in the university curriculum, but it complements those that investigate the history (HIST 340: Western Popular Culture since 1450 & HIST 418: The Age of Reformation), literature (ENG 355: History and Drama since 1640), and religious currents (RELS 431: Christianity, 1517 to Present) of Europe during the same chronological period. 

2.5 Relationship of the proposed course to courses offered in other institutions:  Instituting this course (and its sister course, ART 315: Northern Baroque Art) would place WKU at the vanguard of art education in the region. Although courses surveying Baroque art are already offered at other schools in the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the region such as University of Louisville (ARTH 381) Northern Kentucky University (ARTH 353), Southern Indiana University (ART 344), and University of Cincinnati (ARTH 356), none of these institutions separate the history of Baroque art into two separate courses as we propose to do here. The University of Kentucky offers A-H 335, an upper-division investigation of focused topics in Early Modern Art, 1500-1700, but not a survey. The closest institution offering a comparable course is the University of Tennessee at Knoxville (ARTH 453).
3.
Discussion of proposed course:

3.1 Course objectives:  Students taking this course will gain a working knowledge of the formation and development of the visual arts in Italy and Spain with an attention to painting, sculpture, printmaking, and the decorative arts, all considered within their social and cultural milieu.  Moreover, students will gain an appreciation of the critical role art and architecture played in the religious, political, and philosophical discourse of southern Europe in the seventeenth century. 
3.2 Content Outline:  The course will cover the art and architecture of Italy and Spain of the seventeenth century, including major figures such as Gianlorenzo Bernini, the Carracci, Caravaggio, Artemisia Gentileschi, Carlo Maderno, Diego Velazquez, El Greco, and Jusepe de Ribera. Themes covered will include the role of the Counter Reformation in the development of Baroque aesthetics, the nature of spectacle and illusion, the role of patronage and the relationship between art and audience.  The course will cover monumental ceiling decoration, architectural projects at the Vatican and beyond, the controversial naturalism of Caravaggio and his followers, and the problem of classicism. In addition, we will consider the role of gender, artistic identity, and artistic dialogues with Northern sources. 

3.3 Student expectations and requirements:  In addition to gaining an understanding of the chronological development of the visual arts of southern Europe in the seventeenth century, students will learn to think critically about the role of images produced by the Catholic cultures of Italy and Spain.  Student learning will be assessed through quizzes, a midterm, a final exam, and a research paper.  

3.4 Tentative texts and course materials:  Textbook(s):  Seventeenth Century Art and Architecture, by Ann Sutherland Harris (New York: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008) and Susan M. Dixon, ed. Italian Baroque Art (Malden, MA: Wiley Blackwell, 2008); other books and articles from the 
library.
4.
Resources:

4.1 Library resources:  The library has sufficient holdings in this area, including many major journals and periodicals.

4.2 Computer resources:  On-line databases that relate to this era include Iter: Gateway to the Middle Ages and Renaissance (400-1700), available in the WKU libraries.

5.
Budget implications:

5.1 Proposed method of staffing:  Current Faculty

5.2 Special equipment needed:  None

5.3 Expendable materials needed:  None

5.4 Laboratory materials needed:  None

6.
Proposed term for implementation:  Fall 2009
7.
Dates of prior committee approvals:

Art Department/Division:
                       ______1/27/09______

Potter College Curriculum Committee
______2/5/09_______

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
___________________

University Senate



___________________

Attachment:  Bibliography, Library Resources Form
Proposal Date: 11/15/08

Potter College of Arts and Letters

Department of Art

Proposal to Create a New Course

(Action Item)

Contact Person: Laurin Notheisen, laurin.notheisen@wku.edu, 270 745-5927

1. Identification of proposed course:

1.1 Course prefix (subject area) and number:  ART 496

1.2 Course title: Special Topics in Studio Art

1.3 Abbreviated course title: Studio Art Topic

1.4 Credit hours and contact hours: 3 credit hours, 5.3 contact hours per week

1.5 Type of course: A - Applied Learning

1.6 Prerequisites/corequisites: instructor permission required

1.7 Course catalog listing: Investigates different topics in art through process or technique in a studio practice. May be repeated for a total of 6 credit hours.

2. Rationale:

2.1 Reason for developing the proposed course: Students in studio art need a course that allows for the investigation of special topics in an interactive group environment.  Possible topics include interdisciplinary investigations, travel with on site art making, contemporary studio practices or an in-depth focus on a traditional technique. The broad scope and diversity of expression found in today’s studio art makes a special topics course an appropriate means of learning.  This course will also allow for varied engagement opportunities.

2.2 Projected enrollment in the proposed course: Based on past enrollments in combined studio courses, 12 students are anticipated in a combined class with 496G for a total enrollment of 18 students, which is the maximum for most studio facilities. Students outside the department are not expected to enroll.

2.3 Relationship of the proposed course to courses now offered by the department: Currently, special topics are limited to independent study courses, ART 490 and 491 or the seminar in art history, ART 494. This course would fit in all department programs as an upper division elective.

2.4 Relationship of the proposed course to courses offered in other departments: A number of departments list special topics courses including Communication, Dance, Geography, Environmental Education, Electrical Engineering and Counseling and Student Affairs. This special topics course in studio art would not duplicate any of those learning experiences.

2.5 Relationship of the proposed course to courses offered in other institutions: Other universities offer special topics in studio art including the University of Illinois, Urbana, Cornell University and the University of North Carolina. Central Missouri State offers ART 4020 Studio Seminar for 3 credit hours, which may be repeated for a total of 6 credit hours.
3. Discussion of proposed course:

3.1 
Course objectives: 

· Students will increase their learning of studio art by investigating a special topic through its process, technique or practice.

· Students will create a visual record/portfolio demonstrating their commitment to the investigation of the special topic and documenting their choices within the experience.

· Students will demonstrate an awareness of the course’s impact on their art appreciation and their own creative activity. 
· Students will broaden their perspectives through interactive critiques and will demonstrate respect for diverse ideas. 

3.2 Content outline:

· Introduction to special topic in studio art.

· Demonstrations/lectures related to special topic as a studio practice.

· Student investigations and discussions of special topic.

· Studio production or creative activity in response to special topic.

· Critical analysis of studio art created. 

· Presentation of class results shared through exhibition or documentation.

3.3 Student expectations and requirements:

· Attendance and participation, especially in class discussions and critiques.

· Materials and supplies to practice studio art related to special topic.

· Readings related to special topic.

· Studio production or creative activity assignments presented in a portfolio or visual record appropriate to the special topic.

· Field trip if related to special topic.

· Group project if related to special topic. 

· Artist Statement or other response paper. 

3.4 Tentative texts and course materials: NA.
4. Resources:

4.1 Library resources: Current library resources support a wide range of studio courses.  Most special topics would supplement these holdings with internet sources.  A general bibliography for studio courses follows.  These library resources are deemed adequate by Therese D. Baker, Liaison Librarian and approved by Jack Montgomery, Coordinator, Collection Services.

4.2 Computer resources: Computer resources:  Current department labs and equipment are adequate. 

5. Budget implications:

5.1 Proposed method of staffing: Existing faculty will teach this course.  No additional staff is needed.  No additional costs.

5.2 Special equipment needed: Current facilities are adequate.  No additional costs.

5.3 Expendable materials needed: Supplies would be provided by the students and depend on the special topic. These would be materials similar to paints, paper, drawing materials, etc. 

5.4 Laboratory materials needed: These depend on the special topic and would be funded through a lab fee of $50.00 as are other studio courses in the department.

6. Proposed term for implementation: Summer 2009
7. Dates of prior committee approvals:


Art Department:



11-17-2008




Potter College Curriculum Committee
2-5-2009




Professional Education Council

2-11-2009__________


Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
___________________


University Senate



___________________

Attachment:  Bibliography, Library Resources Form, Course Inventory Form
