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	Description of Item & Contact Information

	Action
	Revise Program

Performing Arts (Ref. #588)
Contact: Scott Stroot, Scott.Stroot@wku.edu, x56290


Proposal Date: 3/04/10

Potter College

Department of Theatre & Dance

Proposal to Revise A Program

(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Scott Stroot, scott.stroot@wku.edu, 56290

1.
Identification of program:

1.1 Current program reference number: 588

1.2 Current program title: BFA in Performing Arts

1.3 Credit hours: 74-75

2.
Identification of the proposed program changes: 

2.1 Delete Dance concentration

2.2 Delete Drama/Playwriting concentration

3.
Detailed program description:  

This BFA degree consists of a 37 credit “core” of courses required (with a few noted exceptions) of all majors, plus the addition of a cluster of “concentration” courses.  The current concentration options are: Acting; Dance; Directing; Dramaturgy/Playwriting; Musical Theatre; and Theatre Design &Technology. We propose to entirely delete two of those concentrations:  Playwriting/Dramaturgy, and Dance:

Dance Concentration Option (36 credits)
	Required Courses
	Credits
	      Notes

	Ballet Technique Courses  (2 credits each) 
	12
	Level depends on initial placement

Must achieve at least level 3

	Jazz Technique Courses  (2 credits each) 
	10
	Level depends on initial placement

Must achieve at least level 3

	Modern Technique Courses  (2 credits each)
	4
	

	DANC 235: Dance Improvisation
	*
	* Required and tallied as part of the BFA Core

	DANC 200: Dance Pedagogy
	3
	

	DANC 350 Dance History
	*
	* Required and tallied as part of the BFA Core

	DANC 310: Choreography I
	3
	

	DANC 420: Choreography II
	3
	

	MUS 162: Group Voice
	1
	

	BIOL 131: Human Anatomy & Physiology
	*
	* Required and tallied as part of the WKU General Education program


Drama/Playwriting Concentration Option (35 credits)
	Required Courses
	Credits
	 Notes

	ENG 203: Creative Writing
	3
	

	ENG/THEA 354: History of Drama to 1640
	3
	

	ENG/THEA 355: History of Drama since 1640
	3
	

	ENG/THEA 358: Drama Writing
	3
	

	PERF: 461: Practicum in Script Development
	3
	

	Any 3 of the following:

ENG 455: American Drama

ENG 482: Shakespeare I

ENG 459: Modern Drama

THEA 375: Topics in Drama

    PERF 300: Topics in Contemporary Performance
	9
	

	Restricted electives
	11
	Any relevant course in Drama, Theatre, Dance, Music Theatre Performance, etc. with advisor’s approval.  Extra departmental electives with approval of advisor and Department Head.   



(3. Detailed program description, cont.) 

Deleting these two concentrations has no effect whatsoever on the remaining concentrations, so in the interest of efficiency and clarity, those remaining concentration are not listed here in the body of this proposal, but are instead appear for your information as an appendix. 

The effect of these proposed deletions on the 37 credit BFA Core is largely limited to formatting adjustments; no courses are being added to the core, and the only courses we propose removing from the BFA Core are those currently required only of students pursuing the concentrations we propose to delete.  Those courses are: DANC 110: Fundamentals of Dance, DANC 250: History of Dance, DANC 360: Dance in Culture and DANC 300: Dance Company.
The formatting changes to our published materials necessitated by the removal of these courses from the BFA Core are highlighted on the following two pages. The size and complexity of the BFA Performing Arts Core makes adhering to the “side-by-side” comparison columns protocol untenable in the (also required) 8.5 x 11 inch document format.  Instead, we recommend, for screen viewing, arranging your window display to facilitate side-by-side viewing, and for hard copy viewing, tearing the following two pages out and placing them side by side. And finally, change areas are indicated by shading, as opposed to boldface, as boldface type is already a feature of these tables, again, for clarity.

(3. Detailed program description, cont.)

CURRENT BFA PERFORMING ARTS CORE

(Proposed changes struck through and/or shaded)

	Departmental College/Career Prep
	Credits
	Notes

	PERF 175: University Experience in Performing Arts
	2
	

	PERF 450: Performing Arts Career Seminar
	2
	

	PERF 451: Performing Arts Career Seminar Workshop
	1
	

	
	
	

	History/Theory: 9 credits from the following courses
	
	

	THEA 252: Fundamentals of Theatre1   (3 credits)
DANC 110: Fundamentals of Dance 4  (3)
THEA 363: World Theatre History I1   (3)
THEA 364: World Theatre History II2   (3)
THEA 431: Music Theatre History & Repertiore3   (3)
DANC 350: Dance History4    (3)
DANC 360: Dance in Culture   (3)
	9
	1  Required in all concentrations except Dance
2  Required of Acting, Drama/Playwriting Directing, and  Design/Tech concentrators

3  Required of Music Theatre concentrators

4  Required of Dance concentrators


	Related Arts: 1 of the following 3 courses
	
	

	ART 100: Art Appreciation

ART 105: Art Survey5
MUS 120: Music Appreciation
	3
	5  Required of Theatre Design and Technology concentrators

	
	
	

	Performance: 5 credits from the following courses
	
	

	THEA 101: Acting I 6   (3 credits)

PERF 105: Taiji   (1)

PERF 205: Voice & Movement for the Stage6   (2)

DANC 235: Dance Improvisation7
THEA 371: Directing I   (3)

Any dance technique course 8   (2)
	5
	6  Required Music Theatre concentrators

7  Required of Dance concentrators 

8 Only 1 dance technique course (2 credits) may be applied in this category.

	Tech & Design 
	
	

	THEA 219: Design I
	3
	

	 AND 2 of the following 3 courses:
	
	

	THEA 222: Stagecraft

THEA 241: Costume Technology

THEA 250: Stage Electrics
	6
	

	
	
	

	Rehearsal & Production
	
	

	PERF 120: Rehearsal & Production I
	1
	

	PERF 121: Rehearsal & Production II
	1
	

	AND 4 credits from the following courses:
	
	

	PERF 220-421: Rehearsal & Production 
DANC 300: Dance Company
	4
	

	CREDIT TOTAL
	37
	


(3. Detailed program description, cont.)
PROPOSED BFA PERFORMING ARTS CORE

(Changed items shaded)

	Departmental College/Career Prep
	Credits
	Notes

	PERF 175: University Experience in Performing Arts
	2
	

	PERF 450: Performing Arts Career Seminar
	2
	

	PERF 451: Performing Arts Career Seminar Workshop
	1
	

	
	
	

	History/Theory: 
	
	

	THEA 252: Fundamentals of Theatre 

	3
	

	THEA 363: World Theatre History I   
	3
	

	                        AND

THEA 364: World Theatre History II1
                         OR
THEA 431: Music Theatre History & Repertiore2
	3
	1  Required in all concentrations except Music Theatre
2  Required of Music Theatre concentrators

	Related Arts: 1 of the following 3 courses
	
	

	ART 100: Art Appreciation

ART 105: Art Survey3
MUS 120: Music Appreciation
	3
	3  Required of Theatre Design and Technology concentrators

	
	
	

	Performance: 5 credits from the following courses
	
	

	PERF 105: Taiji   (1)

PERF 205: Voice & Movement for the Stage4  (2)

THEA 101: Acting I 4   (3 credits)

THEA 371: Directing I   (3)
DANC 235: Dance Improvisation (3)

Any single Dance technique course (2)
	5
	4  Required of Acting and  Music Theatre concentrators

	
	
	

	Tech & Design 
	
	

	THEA 219: Design I
	3
	

	 AND 2 of the following 3 courses:
	
	

	THEA 222: Stagecraft

THEA 241: Costume Technology

THEA 250: Stage Electrics
	6
	

	
	
	

	Rehearsal & Production
	
	

	PERF 120-321: Rehearsal & Production5
	6
	5 One credit per semester enrolled

	CREDIT TOTAL
	37
	


4.
Rationale for the proposed program change

4.1 Deletion of the Dance concentration. Given its unique curricular, training and accreditation requirements, maintaining a BFA level Dance concentration in the context of what is otherwise primarily a Theatre Arts degree has always been a curricular policy challenge.  The establishment of our stand-alone Dance BA (brought on-line in the fall of 2007) effectively dissolved the incentives for students wishing to “major” in Dance to opt for this BFA concentration, and as a result it has no current students.   This was the department’s intention when planning the new stand-alone Dance BA, and we are now in the process of applying for national accreditation that degree; the time has come to complete our intended dissolution of the BFA Dance concentration.

4.2 Deletion of the Dramaturgy/Playwriting concentration.  This concentration has simply “failed to thrive”, attracting only 2 students since its creation in 2006.  There are no students currently pursuing it.  In addition, this concentration was added subsequent to our earning national accreditation for the Performing Arts BFA, meaning it does NOT currently share that accreditation with the other BFA concentrations, and given its failure to thrive, it is unlikely to pass muster with our accrediting agency (NAST). Under these circumstances, the department has decided to delete the program. 

5.
Proposed term for implementation and special provisions (if applicable): 201020
6.
Dates of prior committee approvals:


Department of Theatre and Dance: 2/2/10


Potter College Curriculum Committee: 4/1/10


Undergraduate Curriculum Committee:


University Senate: 

Appendix: Remaining BFA Performing Arts concentrations
 Acting Concentration Option (37 credits)


Music Theatre Concentration Option (37 credits)
	Required Courses
	Credits
	Notes

	(Acting)
	
	

	THEA 141: Stage Makeup
	1
	

	THEA 203: Audition Prep Seminar
	1
	

	THEA 205: Voice & Movement* 
	*
	*Required and tallied as part of the BFA Core for this concentration

	THEA 300: Acting I*
	*
	*Required and tallied as part of the BFA Core for this concentration

	THEA 300: Acting II
	3
	

	THEA 301: Acting III
	3
	

	THEA 307: Music Theatre Workshop
	4
	Repeatable 2 credit course

	(Dance)
	
	

	Jazz Technique Courses  (2 credits each)
	6
	Level depends on initial placement 

	Ballet Technique Courses  (2 credits each)
	4
	Level depends on initial placement 

	Tap Technique Courses  (2 credits each)
	2
	Level depends on initial placement

	(Music)
	
	

	THEA 431: Musical Theatre Hist. & Repertoire*
	*
	*Required and tallied as part of the BFA Core for this concentration

	MUS 100 Music Theory I
	3
	

	MUS 160: Group Piano3
	1
	3 Students demonstrating the ability to play the piano adequately may substitute an additional credit of any  applied music lesson or  vocal ensemble.

	Vocal Ensemble 
	1
	Any Vocal Ensemble credit

	MUS 162: Group Voice4
	1
	4May be replaced with an additional Applied Music-Voice lesson by audition with the Music Department Vocal Music faculty.

	MUS 350: Applied Music-Voice
	3
	Repeatable 1 credit course

	THEA 385: Applied Styles: Music Theatre
	4
	Repeatable 1 credit course


Music Theatre Concentration Option (37 credits)
Theatre Design & Technology Concentration Option (37 credits)
	Required Courses
	Credits
	

	THEA 354: History of Drama to 1640

               OR

THEA 355: History of Drama since 1640
	3
	

	One of the following production courses1
THEA 222: Stagecraft

THEA 250: Stage Electrics

THEA 241: Costume Technology
	3
	1Whichever not taken in satisfaction of the BFA core requirement.

	THEA 319: Design II
	3
	

	PERF 420: Rehearsal and Production VII
	1
	

	PERF 421: Rehearsal and Production VIII
	1
	

	THEA 424: Special Problems in Tech. Theatre
	9
	A repeatable 3 credit topics course  

	Restricted Electives
	17
	Any relevant course in Drama, Theatre, Dance, Music Theatre Performance, etc. with advisor’s approval.  Extra-departmental electives with approval of advisor and Department Head.


Directing Concentration Option(37 credits)


�
�
�
�
Required Courses�
Credits�
      Notes�
�
THEA 101: Acting I1�
3�
�
�
PERF 205: Voice and Movement for the Stage1�
2�
�
�
THEA 300: Acting II�
3�
�
�
THEA 301: Acting III�
3�
�
�
DANC 310: Choreography I�
3�
�
�
THEA 312: Stage Management�
3�
�
�
THEA 354: History of Drama to 1640


              OR


THEA 355: History of Drama since 1640�
3�
�
�
THEA 391: Children’s Theatre/Creative Dramatics�
3�
�
�
THEA 401: Period Styles Lab�
3�
�
�
PERF 400: Advanced Performing Arts Studio


              OR


THEA 392: Children’s Theatre Series/Ensemble�
3�
�
�
Restricted Electives�
8-131�
Any relevant course in Drama, Theatre, Dance, Music Theatre Performance, etc. with advisor’s approval.  Extra departmental electives with approval of advisor and Department Head. 





1Total number of restricted electives may vary, depending on whether  PERF 205 and THEA 101 are tallied in the BFA Core or in this concentration.�
�


















Required Courses�
Credits�
      Notes�
�
THEA 101: Acting I 1�
3�
�
�
THEA 300: Acting II�
3�
�
�
THEA 301: Acting III�
3�
�
�
THEA 401: Period Styles Lab�
3�
�
�
THEA 410: Playing Shakespeare�
3�
�
�
THEA 141: Stage Makeup�
1�
�
�
THEA 203: Audition Prep Seminar�
1�
�
�
PERF 205: Voice and Movement for the Stage1�
2�
�
�
THEA 391: Children’s Theatre/Creative Dramatics�
3�
�
�
Modern Dance Technique Course�
2�
Level depends on initial placement�
�









Restricted Electives�









10-15 1�
Any relevant course in Drama, Theatre, Dance, Music Theatre Performance, etc. with advisor’s approval.  Extra departmental electives with approval of advisor and Department Head. 





1Total number of restricted electives may vary, depending on whether PERF 205 and THEA 101 are tallied in the BFA Core or in this concentration.�
�
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