                        Proposal Date: February 12, 2013
Office of the Registrar
Proposal to Revise an Academic Policy

(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Freida Eggleton, freida.eggleton@wku.edu, 745-5030
1. Identification of proposed policy revision:  
· Clarify the difference between double majors and concurrent degrees

· Change name of “Second Degree” to “Subsequent Degree”

· Permit students to earn concurrent baccalaureate degrees
· Clarify policy for students desiring to pursue the BIS as a concurrent or subsequent degree

2. Catalog statement of existing policy:


Concurrent Associate Degrees

Associate degree programs are generally designed to prepare students for immediate technical or semi-professional employment. Therefore, students may earn two associate degrees concurrently at WKU.  Courses taken toward fulfilling one associate degree may also count toward fulfilling requirements in the other, provided that a minimum of 15 semester hours of coursework in the additional area of specialization – not including general education – applies exclusively to the additional concurrently earned associate degree.
Concurrent Baccalaureate Degrees

Although students may pursue multiple majors and minors, two baccalaureate degrees may not be earned concurrently at WKU.

Second Degree Requirements—Students who have successfully earned a degree from WKU or another accredited college or university may earn a second degree at the equivalent level upon completion of the curriculum as approved by the major department and the following minimum requirements. This procedure may not be used to earn

degrees concurrently at the same level.

A. Second Associate Degree

· An acceptable associate or higher degree from a fully accredited college or university.
· An approved program including a minimum of fifteen (15) semester hours in a new area of specialization earned after completion of the first degree.

· Twelve (12) semester hours contained in the approved program must be earned at WKU.

· A 2.00 grade average must be earned for all course work presented in completion of the program; in all coursework completed at WKU; and in all coursework in any field of specialization.

B. Second Baccalaureate Degree

· An acceptable baccalaureate degree from a fully accredited college or university.

· An approved program including a minimum of thirty (30) semester hours earned after completion of the first degree.

· Twenty-four (24) semester hours contained in the approved program must be earned at WKU.

· Fifteen (15) semester hours must be earned in completion of a new major.

· One-half of the new semester hours presented in completion of each major and minor must be earned at the upper division level.

· A 2.00 grade average must be earned for all coursework presented in completion of the program; in all coursework completed at WKU; and in all coursework in each major and minor.

3. Catalog statement of proposed policy:

Double Majors

Students with diverse or multiple areas of interest might consider adding breadth to their academic program by choosing to pursue double majors.  Students pursuing double majors must fulfill all of the requirements for both majors and all baccalaureate degree requirements, and the requirements may be completed with a minimum of 120 semester hours.  Completion of two majors results in the receipt of one degree, and the specific degree is determined by the student’s choice of the first or primary major.
Concurrent and Subsequent Degrees

Students may pursue two or more degrees either concurrently or subsequently, as specified below.
A. Concurrent Associate Degrees

· A minimum of 75 semester hours must be earned to complete the requirements of two associate degrees concurrently.
· Courses taken toward fulfilling one associate degree may also count toward fulfilling requirements in the other, provided that a minimum of 15 semester hours of coursework in the additional major – not including general education – applies exclusively to the additional concurrently earned associate degree.

· A minimum of 15 semester hours in each degree must be earned at WKU.
· A minimum 2.0 grade point average must be earned for all coursework presented in completion of both degrees; in all coursework completed at WKU; and in all coursework in the major.
· Students may pursue concurrent degrees that lead to the same degree type (e.g., two Associate of Science degrees)

· Students must file a separate Application for Graduation and pay the graduation fee for each degree. Two diplomas will be awarded upon simultaneous completion of the two degrees.

B.   Subsequent Associate Degree

· Must have earned an acceptable associate or higher degree from a fully accredited college or university.

· An approved program including a minimum of 15 semester hours in a new major earned after completion of the first degree.
· Twelve semester hours contained in the approved program must be earned at WKU.

· A 2.00 grade average must be earned for all coursework presented in completion of the program; in all coursework completed at WKU; and in all coursework in the major.

C.   Concurrent Baccalaureate Degrees
· A minimum of 150 semester hours must be earned to complete the requirements of two baccalaureate degrees concurrently.
· A minimum of 57 upper division hours must be earned (courses numbered 300 or above).
· A minimum of 30 hours in each degree must be earned at WKU.
· A minimum 2.0 grade point average must be earned in all coursework presented in completion of the degrees; in all coursework completed at WKU; and in all coursework in each major and minor. 
· Students may pursue concurrent degrees that lead to the same degree type (e.g., two Bachelor of Science degrees).
· Students are not permitted to pursue the Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies (BIS) and another baccalaureate degree concurrently.
· Students must file a separate Application for Graduation and pay the graduation fee for each degree. Two diplomas will be awarded upon simultaneous completion of the two degrees.
D.  Subsequent Baccalaureate Degree

· Must have earned an acceptable baccalaureate degree from a fully accredited college or university.

· An approved program including a minimum of thirty semester hours earned after completion of the first degree.

· Twenty-four semester hours contained in the approved program must be earned at WKU.

· Fifteen semester hours must be earned in completion of a new major.

· One-half of the new semester hours presented in completion of each major and minor must be earned at the upper division level (courses numbered 300 or above).
· A minimum 2.00 grade average must be earned for all coursework presented in completion of the program; in all coursework completed at WKU; and in all coursework in each major and minor.

· Students are not permitted to pursue the Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies (BIS) as a subsequent baccalaureate degree.

4. Rationale for proposed policy revision:  
· Clarification is needed to distinguish between double majors and dual degrees to help students understand that completion of double majors does not necessarily lead to two degrees. 

· “Second Degree” is being changed to “Subsequent Degree” to more accurately reflect the timing of multiple degrees.

· WKU is currently one of only two Kentucky public universities that do not permit students to pursue two baccalaureate degrees simultaneously.  This change will bring our policy in line with the majority of our sister institutions and provide students the option to earn two separate baccalaureate degrees concurrently.
· Clarification is needed regarding concurrent or subsequent degrees for BIS students.

5. Impact of proposed policy revision on existing academic or non-academic policies: None
6. Proposed term for implementation:  Fall 2013
7. Dates of prior committee approvals:


Academic Quality Committee  Recommendation


November 5, 2012




UCC Academic Policy Subcommittee



February 27, 2013

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
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