Unexpected
Holiday

By Mollie Wade

Maorning risual interrupted
by the Polar Report
Chris Aller bearing good tiding,
Warreq's white
Tickers at the baitom of
the sereen list all the Jucky anes
Good Morning America
Hot coffee, endiess warm-ups
Pajamas "till roon

¥awning children
wandering downstairs
Real breakfast
Candyiand. Sorry, Monopoly,
Crazy Eighrs
Ouija Board
Phone catls from Daddy,
jealous at work

Spaghettios or grilled cheese?
Wrypping up like Eskimos
Taboggans, scarves. boots
Ioin the aeighborhood gang

Snow men, snow angeis,
srow forts, smow fun

laside again, too soon
Hot chocolate, buttered toast
"You pick up the mess
Il make vegetable soup.”
Comfort for Daddy
He's worked oll dey.

Mollic Pade teaches English

ot Warren Central High

School in Bowling Green.

She isa WP 2 feltow and serves
as a co-director for

the summer inslitute.
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Notes from the Director: Happy 2002

1hope you've had a pleasant, enjoyable vacation, and perhaps,
time to read a good book! 2002 already looks to be a good year for
us with KCTE/LA in February and an outstanding poetry workshop,
tentatively scheduled in April.

However, this doesn’t mean 2001 was a dud, especially for those
Project icachers who ceceived mini-grants for book groups, travel,
and research. Specifically, Thad Elmore, Misti Logsdon, Ann Nance,
Shannon Mills, and Lynn Claycomb reecived grants to create book
groups in their schools; Sherry S1. Claire and Ann Nance received
grants for first-time attendance at NCTE, Baltimore while Stacy
Kupchella and Sonya Bruce were supported for NCTE, Portland,
and Tamara Francis, Kelly Tyree, Ana Pollard, and Jane Kirby received
support for attendance at KCTE/TLA; and Brenda Roberts and Jan
Swisher received teacher-research grants. Yon Il read about several
book groups and NCTE atiendance in this newsletier issue, and
more reports will follow in later issues,

KCTE/LA looks to be an excellent conference with Raiph Fletcher
opcning the two-day meeting on February &, fallowed by the probable
visits of Governor Patton and perhaps even First Lady Laura Bush.
This is also the date of our state Writing Project luncheon: please
RSVP me if yon will be ablc to join us for this dutch treat lunch and
program.

[four Writing Advisery Board approves, we’ll have a workshop
oun teaching and writing poetry in April, led by the poet laurcate of
Maine and his we!l-published colleague, David Capelis. Baron and
David were highly rated by Project teachers at both Morchead State
and Northers Kearucky Universities rhis past summer.

Finalty, | ask your help in locating qualified teachers for our
seventeenth Writing Projcct, beginning this June. You knaw the
kind of teacher we're after because you are just such a person! Qur
website has applications for printing or completion on line: www. wku edu/
wp.

I hope you enjoy this second newsletter produced by editor
Jason Dedson. Good reading and teaching .. . thronghout 2002!

— Jobhn Hagaman
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Mcthods that Matter: Six Structures for
a Best Practice Classroom,
by M. Bizar and H. Daniels

Reviewed By
THAD ELMORE

Metheds that Matter is a resource
for teachers at all levels. In
this book, Daniels and Bizar
discuss six methods that can
make any classroom effective
and enjoyable. These methods
are integrative units, small-group
activities, representing to learn,
classroom workshop, authentic
experiences, and reflective assessment.
Thesc six practices will help
teachers take their instruction
to the next level,

In integrative units, the authors
recommend a nnit approach or
theme. This inquiry-based unit
would be planned with the students
and would draw on knowledge
from all areas of instruction.
In the book, Daniels and Bizar
take us through the elementary,
middle, and high schools. They
mention that this type of instruction
can take many forms. Writing
is a large component in this type
of instruction.

Second, the authors discuss
small-group activities. ‘I'hrough

this tvpe of instruction the students
work together, learn together,
and with this the instruction is
individualized. The students
then place value on Icarning and
writing, which helps the overall
comprehension.

The third method is representing
to learn. [n this type of instruction,
students write, use art to help
hemexess mvestigations, remembering,
and applving the information
that they have learned. The
book discusses the use of this
technique in the math classroom
while using drawings. Students
were able to better understand
and compreheod the subject matter.

The fourth type of instruction
i3 the clagsroom workshop. This
waus very similar to the writing
workshop. The teacher truly
serves as a model and a coach
forthe studemnts whotakeresponsibility
for their work. The student
has freedom ol choice but the
responsibility to follow through
with the completion of the task.
Writing 18 involved in this as
well.

The fifthfypeisauthentic experknces.
This method really brings the
students and the community together.
In the book, the authors mention
taking science into the outdoors.
A block for science and English
studies is blocked together and
the classroom is outdoors. They
also discuss the use of primary
sources to help the studcnts
better understand what took
place. This can be valuable
to help the studenss understand
that they too can make primary
sources.

Finally, the book discusses
reflective assessment. Inthis
model, the students set goals,
self assess, and work with the
parents and teachers. The book
offers several discussions about
standardized tests. They suggest
a good balancc of assessment
to help the student understand
and help meet their needs.

This book will be valuable because
it is not just about writing. For
me. itis important to find something
that is as useful as writing in
the content area.
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Assessing Writing Across the Curriculum

~ 'THAD ELMOREteachhes at Efizabethtown High Schoot in Elizabethtown.
Elmare ::, a Wrmng Pru]ect 16 tellow, JANE KIRBY teaches at Moss Middle Schaol
. in Buwlmg Green Klrby is & ertmg Pro;ect 16 {enow

A AN

by Charles R. Duke and Rebecca Sanchez

Reviewed By
JANE KIRBY

1 spotted the book Assessing
Writing Across the Curriculum
on the last day of the Writing
Project. [ had just written my
proposal for my feature article,
which was going to deal with
the question of assigning

grades for writing, and this
title just jumped out at me. [
realized [ had found what [ was
looking [ot-

However. as 1 began to rcad
the book. the title took on a
new meaning.

Was this book really about
grading weiting in all subject
areas? )

Flipping through the pages,
i found many examples of rubrics
for writing in all content areas,
butIslowly began to understand
that it was not just a collection
of assignmenis and rubrics. |
belicye the authors intended for
the title to stand not just for
assessing the writing in all comtent
areas, but also for assessing
a school’s writing-across-the-
curriculum program.

The authors have divided the
book into three sectious. The
first is titled, “Rethinking Our
Methods.” ia the articles in
this section, the authors emphasize
writing to learn instead of writing
to test. They make several valid
points including that writing is

thinking, writing in the content
areas does not always have to
result in a finished product 1o
be useful, and frequent, informal
writing helps students handle
more extended and difficult writing
assignments, Ratherthan focus
on the essay, which students
will almost never write outside
of school, teachers need to give
studeats the opportunity through
writing of making sense of what
theyare Irying to leam and connecting
new material with what they already
knaw. Examples of specific,
meaningful wriling activities,
which can be used inmany content
arcas, along with easy ways of
assessing the writing, make up
the first section. The authors
have also included “case studies™
from various classtooms W demonstrate
the use of writing te learn.

In the second section called
“Crafting Assignments and Assessing
the Products,” several articles
describe specific writing projects:
in English-journals; in science-
lab report and science fair writing;
mmath-storvwritingand mathematical
essays; and in history, end-of-
unit alternatives such as a collage
or historical project. Because
the assessments involving writing
require higher-order thinking
skills, teachers can determine
10 a greater degree of accuracy
how much students know about
atopic. Through self-assessment,

students are able to correct their
own faulty thinking betfore a
grade is assigned, assuring that
they will actually learn more.

Theiinatsection, “SmffDevelopment”
looks at implementing writing-
to-learn programs in various
schools. By describingthe sitaations
in different school settings and
examining their pragress towards
proficiency, the authors cvaluate
the strategies that work and
draw conclusions about successful
writing-to-learn programs. A
few conclusions that the authors
make, includc the following: 1}
writing needs to be a combination
of product and process, with
e¢mphasis on communicating to
areader, 2) course content should
be viewed as information that
will be communicated, 3) students
shouldbe assessed on how effectively
they communicated that information
to a reader, and 4) two areas
of emphasis should be prewriling/
planning and organization.

As a result of reading this
book, I have changed the focus
of my feamrearticle. | ammotivated
by the research and conclusions
given by the various authors
of the articles (hat make up Assessing
Writing Across the Curricutum
to tey to implement & writing-
to-learn program in our schoal.
f believe thig is one way to assist
us in reaching proficiency by
the year 2014.
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Portfolio Pal Program

Glasgow High School Sophomoares
and Happy Valley Elementary Fourth Graders

8y ROGERLYNNE BRIDDON

Remember the ald adage
“Necessity is the mother of
invention?" Well, never did
this idearing truer for me
and my students than when
we(my honors English class)were
invited to conference with
the 4'" grade writers at Happy
Valley Elementary about their
portfolios last spring. When
Denise Howard from the elementary
school called me to ask if
my students were willing
to conference, I thought ta
myself this sounds like a
nice Friday afternoon treat
for my students. You know,
the kind of activity that teenagers
view as a “free day”. One
in which they won't have
to think or work too hard.

The meetings were set
up so that we could pair
the siudents together to share,
then have tunch together,
andthen sharc again after
lunch. On our first visit,
after we got past the first
few minutes of how cute
4k graders were, we got down
to the business of listening,
responding, and questioning.
Now, 1 had donc very little

to preparc my students for
this other than reviewing
the scoring guide. Bul when
the sharing started by the
very well prepared 4™ graders,
my students and I realized
we had some chatlenging
work before us. We gotthrough
the first meeting okay, but
when we returped to my classroom
to prepare for our next visit
two weeks later, irbecame
apparentto me and my students
that we had to take back
to the 4™ gradcers some good
writing tips and strategies.
In short, we had to start
thinking in terms of “What's
the nextbestlesson for this
writer.” Several of my students
were feeling responsible for
their particutar child, but
not reatly ready to go back
without being armed with
some specific strategies. So
we worked for a few davys
borrowing from Barry Lane
and Carl Anderson and our
own Sylvia Abell.

We went back armed with
the concepts of snapshots,
thoughtshots, expioding
amoment, and shrinking
a century. Thistime things
went much berter for my

students and for the 4" graders
aswell. As |walked threugh
the room and listened to
conversations, | felt that
all the kids were really engaged
in some meaningful conferences.
Although we didn't see the
final products, | felt that
land my students learned
saome valuable lessons. Many
of these lessons | knew but
had forgotien about.
1.0ne of the best ways to
get studentsto internalize
writing stratcgics is to teach
them to someone else.

2_A good way to show students

that writing is really high
level thinktng ts to revise
with someone else.
"3.A greatway to have fun
on a Friday afternaon while
engaging studentsin productive
writing s to provide the setting
and a little training so students
may communicateand collabarate
with someone else.

Qur first conferences for
thls vear are coming up on
the first Friday in February.
Fortunateiy for the students.
thisvearlknow a little better
what to expect, how to prepare,
and how to stand back,
observe and learn.
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ROGERLYNNE BRIDDON teachhes at Glasgow High.
Schoolin Glasgow. Briddon is 2 Writing Project 3 fellow.
2 © . ANNE NANCE

is a Writing Profect € feflow.

Practicing What They Preach

By ANNE NANCE

“Have you rcad your chapter
yet?” :

“What will they askus about
the reading?”

“Like we don’t have encugh
to do! Onc more assignment!™

Sounds ltke a typical group
of students placed in reading
circles. doesn tit? Yet this
group of readers is very atvpical,
Practicing what they preach,
Ohio County Schools’ principals
arc participating in a book
club during the Principals’
Meetingseach month! Superintendent
Bukch Canty,AssistantSuperintendents,
Ruth Fields, Soretta Ralph,

and Buddy Shrewsbury, Speciat
Education Director Jan Everly.
Carol Alvey, Preschool Supervisor.
Title | Coordinatar Marie
Bassett, and even Finance
Officer Brian Decker take
partin the book club with
the principals of the ten schools
in the county,

Principals read the assigned
chaptersin What Really Matters

for Struggling Readers by
Dr. Richard Allington, and

discuss their reactions in
smalland large groups directed
by Bassert., Activities such
as Hoyr's V.LP. Frayer’s Constructing

Meaning,” and dots on chart
paperare utilized to summarize
the groups’ reflections.

Several principals arc now
sharing the book with their
stafis. Scott Lewis, Principal
of Wayland Alexander Elementary,
immediately asked his staff
to identify all students reading
below grade level. He offered
achallenge to his teachers.
“We have the information;
now what are we going to
do with it?2” In addition to
reading interventions already
inplace, teachersare mplementing
reading emphasis groups
Lo better serve their struggling
readers.

The consensus is thatthe
Principals Book Club has
been a greatsuccess. Allington’s
elementary based book is
applicable through middle
school. 1t teaches four main
research-based reading concepts:

I, inorder to become readers,
students must read a fot!

2. Students must read books
that they can read.

3. Students need to develop
fluency.

4. Students need to build
thoughtful literacy, not just
developing comprehenston,

but connections. Conneccting
text to seif. text to world,
and text to text.

Allington giveshisinlerpretadons
of current, effective reading
research followed by a chapter
on-each of the four concepts
above. He ends with how
to beginimproving classroom
instruction through “fostering
the development of teacher
expertise.”

Thisfirstbook is completed
in january, and the group
looks forward ro angther
selection! If you listen in
on members’ conversations
now, you will hear a difference.

“Buy books! we need more
books on all levels for our
children!”

“Hey. took! | have more
informativon highlighted than
voul”

“How can|l use this information
toimprove my siudents’ reading
abilitics and joy for recading?”

Allington, Rrchard L, What

Reallv Matters for Struggling
Readers. New York:
Longman. 2001.
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Aunt Georgia’s Gardecen
by Midge Krebs

Aunnt Georgia's garden was located between the backdoor
to the kitchen and the twa-seater outhouse. A white lattice
work praovided a privacy screen

for those who actually went to the outhouse to “do their
husiness.” One could have othcrwisc heen strolling down the
path to see the daisies or other flowcrs flourishing here.

Many secrets were told between cousins as we sat in the
outhouse

together, giggling a1 the smell still seeping up from the pits
below despite meticulous maintenance by Uncle Bud (who would
end his worklife as head of the city waterworks}. Wasps plagued
us there occasionally and we™d race out to the security of the
screened porch of the house. Not many greater fears did we
have then than a sting on a bare butt.

I can still see Aunt Georgia with her white hair drawn vp
behind her head ina bun, smiling with calm satisfaction at the
little buffer of beauty she’d created between the cican order
of her kitchen and the base necessity of the outhouse. Maybe
that's one of the most important purposes of beauty — to
create a bridge between the illusion of contrel and the raw
reality of life.

Market Aisle
By Midge Krebs

I seek out brown eggs in the grocery store’s sterile shelves

and see Grandma in her day dress bencath an azure sky

guiding us to the Rhode Island Red’s nests

hidden under dark shadows of the hen house rafters

to scoop up smooth brown eggs still warm in the musty straw.

t look longingly at the crusty yellow -brown Basque pears

Piled in a pyramid in the super macket’s bins

Remembering a scattered scallered seaof fragrantly decomposing
pears

Buzzing with wasps

Under the three sentinel trees at the orchard’s edge

Awash with light from the fields beyond.

Abundance and iove.

Unchilled by the years.

Midge Krebs is a Writing Project {3 fellow.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

B Denise Reetzke, Writing
Project 'V, has been informed
that one of her students at
Franklin-SimpsorMiddle School,
Lacey Steele, was recognized
wnthe20{ Promising Young .
Writers Program for Eighth-
Grade Students,” sponsored
by the NCTE. She received
a Certificate of Recognition
and was one of only sixstudents
selected from Kentucky.

B Melinda Miller Campbelt,
Writing Project IX and teacher
atBarren County High Scheol,
was hovored twice [or Qutstanding,
Educator Awards from the
Governor’s Scholars Program
this summer. . .. ..

| | Tcaéhing the Art of Poetry
Workshop, arenewal workshop
with David Cappella and Baron
Wormser for WKU Writing
Project Fellows at all grade
levels, witl be held Saturday,
April 20, at Western’s South
campus oa Nashville Road
fromYam 3 p.m Preregistration
is required. You may register
on-line from the WK U Writing
Project home page and send
your check (o the WKU Writing
Project, English Department,.
Western Keatucky Universiry, -
Cmne Big Red Way, Bowling
Green, KY 42101, Fax number
745-6938 . The fee is S45,
which includes = copy of Cappelia
and Wormser’s widely praised
book. 2 hot buffet lunch and
morning and afternoon snacks.



Fehruary 2002 « WKL Writing Project NewsLETTER « Page 7

Book Review: Never Too Early to Write

Reviewed By
MISTI LOGSDON

This book has proven to be
one of the greatest resonrces
I have ever encountered. Johnson
discusses and advises on how
to implcment and manage a writing
workshop in a Kindergarten/
First grade setting. It is not
often that an author focuses on
that specific grade level. Being
the only Kindergarten/First grade
teacher at Bristow Elementary,
1 often find myself turning to
this book (or help.

Johnson has broken her book
into three specific parts: Why
write early, Writing Strategies,
and Go Write. The information
she provides within this book
is true strategies and ideas that
any teacher in this setting could
use tomorrow, For me, so far,
the most helpful part of her book
has been Part 1, Why write early.

by Bea Johnson

Ttis in this part. that she explains
how to set upwriting waorkshop.
the stages of writing development,
rules. what to expect, and why
it is beneficial.

Throughout the entire book,
and especially in the first part,
Johnson focuses on the ideathat,
“Early introduction of writing
would enhance the development
ofreading skills.” {p. 5). Many
times we think more so that

reading will lead to writing,
bhut in fact many specialists are
standing hehind the speculation
that writing leads to reading.
That has become my goal with
my students. 1 expect them to
all be reading ina book by Christmas.
My means of gerting them there
focus greatly on writing,

According to Johnson, writing
net only leads to reading, but
to many other necessary skills
ineveryday life. A child who
writes well isachild whocommumicates

well, who thinks on a higher
level, who has a greater self

estecm, and all of these are
things leachers strive to instill
in students.

Johnson's book not only describes
the different stages of writing
development in students, but
she has included examples from
real students for each of the
developmental stages. She explains
that writing workshop with these
yonng primary students allows
them to move on a conliouum
through these stages.

Never Too Carly To Write is
a small, simple book which holds
inside inspiration for teaching
writing to Kindergarten/First
grade students. The entire book
has proven priceless for me in
develaping a writing workshop
for the first time. This book
is the one I recommend to teachers
who ask about my workshep.

Mistiis a WP 16 fellow.

WP Fellow serves on Teacher Exchange Planning Team

Eversince Donna Vincent participated
in the NWP teacher exchanye
by attendinyg the Scuthwest Georgia
Writing Project in 1998, she
has been a member of the NWP
Teacher Exchange (TEX) Planning
Tcam. The responsibilities of
the tezm include soliciting interest
in participation and analyzing
and revising the exchange proccss.

T'his year, the team was to meet
in Berkeley again, but the meeting

was rescheduled due to the Sept.
11 bombings. The meeting took
place in Atlanta on Oct. 20.
Members of the team ineiude
the following:

Pat Fox of the Coastal Writing
Project of Savannah, GA

Anne Watson of the NWP of
Vermont

Jacqulyne Wesson of the Mobile
Bay WP of Alabama

Alisa Daniel of Southwest Georgia

Writing Project
Donna Vincent of Western Ky
University Writing Project
The team revised the applicarion
packet and assigned sites to
solicit interest for the coming
summer institute exchange.
The next meeting is scheduled
for Baltimore. There willbe a
table in the exhibits hall to promote
the NWP TEX.
Donnaisa WP 35 fellow.
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Tribute to Beverly Brown

By JAN SWISIIER

At the end of July, just before
school started again,  had one
of those rare momeunts when {
was aciually in the car by myself
without the usual distractians
of noisy children or a blaring
radio. The sun was shining and
had 1 lowered my window, I
am sure [ would have heard birds
singtng. What [ did observe
were two butterflies merily chasing
each other with their sunshine
yellow wings almost translucent
in the brightness of the day being
lifted here and there by the suft
wind and by their own volition.
Later I wondered had they been
able to speak, what would have
been their recollections of the
moment. Would thevhave reminisced
aboutthe beauty of the day and
how the enemy had approached
unnoticed as they were caught
up in the joys ot evervday living?
Because, regardless, my encounicr
with them was very short; almost
as quickly as [ was struck by
their beauty, thev were struck
by my windshield. Theicbroken
bodies flew lifetessly over the
roof of my car and all that remained
to mark their beauty was my
memory of the bricf moment of
recognition.

Afier I physically cringed with
the unexpected harshend of something
30 beautiful. my mind quickly
went to my brief encounter of
a [etHlow teacher, Beverly Brown,
with whom T had shared the month
of June involved with a writing
preject. [n my memory. | had
stored several flitting glimpses

of Beverly. The first time [
ever saw her: inmy mind’s eye,
she wore a loose flowing sort
of garment, giving her that “artistic™
look. that added to her natural
grace and enhanced her cultural
heritage. Her dark hair was
pulled straight back and clasped
atthe back exposing a prominent
aristocratic forehead that glistencd
in its smooth caramel coloring.
Her eyes twinkled with interest
as she sat quietly listening to
the others talk around her until
she was joined by a smallerversion
of herself. [ found out later
the perlcetly groomed little girl
was Beverly’s granddaughter
whose everyday care rested on
her grandmother’s shouiders.

Another vivid glimpse of Beverly
is nf her uncertainty as a wriler
as she satin the classroom —
a social studies teacher in the
middle of all of us English teachers.
Then came the day during a fcllow’s
presentation when Beverly wrote
the fiest piece that she was truly
proud of, lt spoke of tradition
calling out to her in the form
of a caretully written hearifelt
poem. Pride made Beverly’s
serene face move to a contented
smile. She knew victory ar that
moement.

Her generosity is pcrmancntly
etched in my mind with the scene
of the entite writing project family
an the floer with paper, scissors,
markers, fcathers, colorful tissue
paper, giue, ribbon and who knows
what else strewn here and there.
There sat Beverly working with
ber partner next to the huge box
of art supplies that she had gone

to her own classroom the night
before and collected for us to
use. She so freely and hospitably
encouragcd e¢ach of us to take
what we wanted from her treasure.

One of the last pictures inmy
mind’s eye is of our high school
group presenting a skit-a take
aoff of Smow Whire. Beverly’s
character, although a writing
draft, was a takeoff on grumpy
and I ¢an still see the frame
where “Snow Write” stopped
in (ront of her; Beverly jumped
out so full of life and said *Wha
ju talking about?” in her best
rendition of Gary Coleman on
“Different Stokes.” She pave
us all a good laugh._ This time
her contented smile moved to
barely concealed laughter.

My encounter with Beverly was
ah sa bricf, because less than
two menths later as 1 pull into
the funeral home parking lot,
again a rare moment of being
alonc in the car, [ wish for a
friend to walk with into the chilly
rooms ahead where only my memory,
and others likc me¢, can mark
the beanty of our encounter of
such a sweei soul, our [riend
and writing family member, Beverly
Brown.

Reverly Brown. a Writing Profect
16 fellow, died August 24, 2001.
Jan Swisher is u Writing Project
I feliow.
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Moss Middle working with elementary students

By KIM JANES

Moss Middle Schoel seventh
graders are working with 3 of
our feeder schools (Lost River,
Warren Elementary, and Rockfield}
Lo assist 6th graders in the areas
of writing, open response, and
preparing them for middlc schoal.

Once 3 month T take 30 7th
grade students (10 per elementary
school) to the elementary schoois
to work on portfolio pieces or
open response guestions. So
tar, the feedback has been wonderfol.
The 6th grade teachers have
been impressed wilh the quality

of the revisions on portfolio pieces.

This month the elementary sdents
came o Moss to work on open
response strategies. Students
were pleascd with tips they learned
and scemed eager to share with
their classmates when they returned
to school. Our hopes for this
program are to help students
improve writing and open response
skills as well as help them feel
more comfortable upon entering
the 7th grade the next year. A
typical session usually goes as
foHows:

I will take my 7th grade mentors
by bus to Lost River from 9-

10. The next group of mentors
will go to Rockfield from 11-
12. The last groop will go to
Warren Elementary from /-2.
As you can see, it is a [ull day
for me, but it has been well worth
it.

Allstudents involved are keeping
a journal of their experiences
for each session. [ hope to use
this feedback to improve and
keep this project going for next
year as well.

Kim Janes is a Writing
Project 12 fellow.

IS THERE ADISTINGUISHED POET IN YOUR
SCHOOL WHO DESERVES RECOGNITION?

On May 4th at 10 a.m.. Western
Kentucky University’s English
Department in conjunction with
the Kentucky Council of Teachers
af English/l.anguage Arts and
the Kentucky Department of Fducation
will sponsor a reading and award
ceromony at Wealern (or distinguished
poets, grades kindergarten through
12th. The poems selected will
be published in an anthology,
presented free of charge to students
.and their participaring teachers.
Students, parents, and teachers
are invited to attend this celebration.

We would like to recognize an
outstanding studeni peel in #ach
of the 200 schools in cur Region
Two Service Area. Writing Cluster
Leaders and/or Writing Consultants
from each building are askcd
to nominate one student per school
and fax the attached informatica
sheet to Sylvia Abell, Rcgion

Two Service Center Writing Consultant,
at 270-746-7071. Dcadline: March
26th.

Each studeat and teacher will
be recognized at the award ceremony,
and after a smal! group session
of readings. students will receive
a certificate of accomplishment
from Western Kentucky University.

Don’t put off the selection prucess!
Identify your student ASAP and

send us a copy of the poem
along with the attached information
sheet. Many students are doing
a truly cutstanding job of writing
and—along with their

teachers—deserve o be recognized.

i. Name of School:

2. Cluster LeadersWriting Consuitant
Wha Nominated Student:

3. Sponsoring Teacher and
Gradc Level:

4. Student and Grade Level:

5. Name of Parents and/or

Guardian:

6. Number of Guests Likely
to Attend the Reading:

Note: Please fax a copy of
the poem to be read (3-5 minute
maximum—excerpts may be needed)
and the Permission Siip for reading
and publication.

Celebration uof Poetry: K-12:
PERMISSION SLIP

L agree 10 read (or have somcone
I designate) read the poem

“ ? on May
4th at Western and have it published
in an anthology.

Student’s Name (as it will appear
in the program):

Student’s Signalure:

Parent/Guardian Name (as ii
will appear in the program):

Parent's Signature::

Date:

Please fax this information to
270-746-7071
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NCTE Fali 2001
By Anae Naace

T boarded the plane anxiously,
unahie to remove the fears growing
from the events of Seprember 11,
Passengers boarded. smiling, weariap
bits of red, white and bluec with
pride. Flight attendants joked and
encouraged as the planc fifted. After
a briefflight, we landed onro a cloudless,
sun filled runway. What a beautiful
day to arrive in Old Baltimore! What
an adventure! | looked forward
to seeing the city for the first time,

Streets bustling with cnergy
Strolling pigeons capitalizing
on tourists
People waiting at crosswalks
Masts of ships resting in
harbor
Sidcwalks, cafes, enticing
aromas
Taxis, shops, vendors.
As far as you could see
Then I looked up . . .
Gaothic architecture laced the
sky
Timea stood stili- moved
backwards

Histary wafting abave Charles

Street
High above the heads of
Progress

Lessons fraom Time waiting o
be lcarned
This was the rcal Bailtimore

Ilnspiration was zll around me, I
waated to sit down and write. [
loved the smells, sights and tastes
of this lovely old city. I wandarcd
down the streets toward the Convention
Center io 3 dream like state, worried
that the rush of the conference would
stifle my ideas for writing.

Lucille Clifton spoke st Lhe opening
bangquet of NCTE/LA Fall 2001, and
[ was enthrzllcd! Her lulling voice
and stirring words made me hungry
to rzad more of her writings. *I
have lcarncd to be available 10 poems,
and when they come to me, | accept
them.” She cncouraged teachers
to share poetry with students, “Poctry
speaks for those who bhave not yeu
found their voice to spcak.”™ I'bought
two of her anthologies and spent
the restofthe ¢vening rcading and
enjoying the night view from my
room.

Crab balls, crab cakes, crab imperial.
hlue crah, creamy crab soup. . .
Dol sound like Bubba from *Forrest
Gump?” The food in Baltimore was
s¢rumptious, tasty! ¢ feasted on
these wonderful crustaceans every
meal, soaking in the charming harbor
atmosphere,

The scssions were exeellent and

applicable! From Steven Laync's
“Books That Kids Can’t Put Down™
to Beverly Galtagher’s “Gathering
and Growing: Writer’s Notebooks.™
L found new ideas, strategies and
motivation. Instcad of stifling my
desire to write, cach session gave
new ideas and lines of poetry! IDEAS
Plus and atee shirt were the bounty
from the breakfast for newcomers.
Could it get any better?

Squeezing into a seat at the Saturday
evening sessiun. [ lanked around
in awe at writing hevoes. Harvey
Panicls. Sandra Cisneros. Joan Bauer,
and Caroline Cooney shared ideas
forbuilding on students® conversarions
s a stimulus for writing and reflection.
1know students wili relate to Cisneros’s
advice. “Wnte ag you talk to someonea
in your pajamas. Revise as if your
enemy will read it!™

In this open sctting, the tragedy
of September 11 was remembered
personally. Cisncros cncouraged
teachcrs to intcgrate art [or students
with her message: we need art now
more than ever to heal.

1 am still writing, thinking, digesting
all the sights, sounds, tastes. and
experiences of N.C.T.E. Fall 2061
in Baltimore, Maryland. The impact
an stodents” and my writing will
be evidenced through many pages
yel o he written.
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